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Gospel in a Riddle 
 By Robert Fitzpatrick

Samson is one of the most interesting people in the Bible.  You can read his story in the book of Judges.  In one incident recorded there, we find a riddle he put to the Philistines.  In the first part of Judges 14:14, we read:

And he said unto them, Out of the eater came forth meat, and out of the strong came forth sweetness.

This riddle stumped the Philistines.  They were not able to figure it out on their own; but if you read Judges 14 from the beginning, you know that the riddle concerns a lion that Samson had killed.  

Before Samson posed his riddle, he had killed a young lion that “roared against him” (Judges 14:5).  Some time after that, Samson traveled to meet the woman whom his parents had arranged to be his wife.  On the way, he came to the spot where the dead lion lay.  Judges 14:8-9 describes what Samson saw and did:

And after a time he returned to take her, and he turned aside to see the carcase of the lion: and, behold, there was a swarm of bees and honey in the carcase of the lion. 9 And he took thereof in his hands, and went on eating, and came to his father and mother, and he gave them, and they did eat: but he told not them that he had taken the honey out of the carcase of the lion.
These verses explain how Samson got his idea for the riddle.  That is, they explain the earthly story on which the riddle is based; but there is a lot more going on here than a dead lion with bees and honey.

It’s a Parable

A parable has been described as an earthly story with a heavenly meaning.  The Lord Jesus told many parables, and some of them are easy to spot.  For example, in Luke 18:1, we read:

And he spake a parable unto them to this end, that men ought always to pray, and not to faint;

Here, God plainly tells us that a parable is coming up.  In this case, He even tells us what it teaches.  So of course we are alert to look for its meaning when we read the parable.  However, in other situations God may be showing us a wonderful truth, and we can pass right over it if we aren’t careful.  That could easily happen when we read Samson’s riddle.

If you think of Samson’s riddle and many other incidents in the Bible as parables, you’ve taken a big step in understanding the Bible.  With this attitude, perhaps the first question to ask about Samson’s riddle is “What or whom does the lion represent?”  According to the concordance, the word “lion” appears almost 100 times, and it is translated from several, different original- language words.   For example, in Proverbs 28:1 the righteous – who are, of course, the elect – are compared to a lion:

The wicked flee when no man pursueth: but the righteous are bold as a lion.    

The word “lion” in this verse is Stong’s number H3715 (“kephiyr”), which is the same word used in Judges 14:5 for the “young” lion.  We also find some New Testament verses that mention a lion.  In 1 Peter 5:8, we read:

Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour:
And in Revelation 5:5 we read:

And one of the elders saith unto me, Weep not: behold, the Lion of the tribe of Juda, the Root of David, hath prevailed to open the book, and to loose the seven seals thereof.
In both New Testament verses, the word for lion is Strong’s number G3023:”leon.”  Yet in the first verse, the lion is clearly Satan; and in the second it’s the Lord Jesus.  So we see one of the ways God has made it difficult for us to understand the Bible - and that’s the way He sometimes uses the same word or idea to mean completely different things in different verses.  This also happens with people mentioned in the Bible.  For example, in one verse Moses might be a picture of Christ overcoming Satan in order to save His people; and in another Moses can be a picture of the elect – whose sin required the death of our Lord. 

In the Bible, a lion can represent God’s people, or Satan, or the Lord Jesus.  But in Samson’s riddle, we find that the lion Samson killed actually represents the Lord Jesus.  This becomes apparent when we consider what honey represents.  Honey is the “meat” and the “sweetness” that came out of the lion.  In Psalm 119:103, God’s word is compared to honey:

How sweet are thy words unto my taste! yea, sweeter than honey to my mouth!  
In Ezekiel 3:3, we find something similar.  There, we read about a roll of a book that God gives Ezekiel.  Then we read:

Then did I eat it ; and it was in my mouth as honey for sweetness.
Even though Ezekiel’s message was going to be a warning to Israel (Ezekiel 3:17), God’s word is still compared to honey because it is sweet.  And what is sweet about it?

The Bible is a big book, and there is so much in it.  But the thing that stands out more than any other is the good news that the Lord Jesus told Nicodemus in John 3:16:

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.  

And so we see that Samson’s riddle is actually a parable that teaches us Gospel truth.  The Lord Jesus is the lion who died for His people.  By paying for their sins, He has given them everlasting life.  This is the good news that’s sweeter than honey.
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