







March 7, 2012 

 A Hope Built On Flawed Assumptions  
By Robert Fitzpatrick

As a result of seeing the date for the beginning of judgment day – the 17th day of the second month - confirmed in the book of Esther, many have concluded that the Lord will return sometime during the three days of Purim.  However, confirmation of the judgment-day date does not justify this conclusion.  If we carefully consider the assumptions leading people to believe that the Lord’s return is now at hand, we find that there is little reason to hope it will happen during Purim.

Pre-May 21 Thinking in a Post-October 21 World

The most basic assumption leading to their conclusion is an assumption that the Lord will reveal the date for His return.  Before May 21, it was commonly accepted by Family Radio listeners that God’s elect knew when the Lord would return.  There was good reason to accept this as a Biblical truth.  After all, the Lord revealed in Ecclesiastes 8:5 that a wise man would understand “both time and judgment;” and from several historical accounts, we know that the Lord gave notice in advance of bringing judgment.  In addition, there was 1 Thessalonians 5:4 entering into most discussions about whether or not the elect could know the day:

But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that day should overtake you as a thief.  

This verse was quoted very often in the days leading up to May 21.  It was understood to mean that the elect were not in darkness concerning the timing of the Lord’s second coming.  Now, when we read that verse, we should ask ourselves: Is that what the verse really means?  We know that when God has saved someone, He brings that person out of spiritual darkness.  We see this truth in Colossians 1:13:

Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son: 
Therefore, we may understand 1 Thessalonians 5:4 to mean that the day of the Lord will not overtake a saved person because that person has been brought out of darkness by salvation.  An individual isn’t saved because he or she is no longer “in the dark” about the date for the Lord’s return!  Salvation isn’t determined by what you know: it’s because of Whom you know.   

Similarly, when we think about Ecclesiastes 8:5, we can see that it already has been fulfilled:  God revealed time and judgment by leading people to warn the world about the end of salvation and beginning of judgment day, just as He provided advance notice to Noah and others before bringing judgment in the past.

Besides these verses concerning the subject of whether or not anyone can know the date of the Lord’s return, the verse that is perhaps most important of all is rarely mentioned.  In Revelation 10:4, we read:

And when the seven thunders had uttered their voices, I was about to write: and I heard a voice from heaven saying unto me, Seal up those things which the seven thunders uttered, and write them not.  

In this verse, the Lord is telling us that there is something He will not reveal.  What could it be?  Notice verse 6, where we read “that there should be time no longer.”  We therefore have good cause to understand that the information never to be revealed concerns the end of time.  

For the apostles, the “burning question” they asked just before the Lord ascended to heaven was: “When?” - as we read in Acts 1:6:

When they therefore were come together, they asked of him, saying, Lord, wilt thou at this time restore again the kingdom to Israel? 
At that time, the Lord told them “It is not for you to know the times or the seasons, which the Father hath put in his own power.”  Two thousand years later, the burning question is still “When?”  Revelation 10:4 indicates that the Lord’s answer (Acts 1:7) to us now is the same one He gave to His apostles the day He left them “gazing up into heaven” (Acts 1:11).

Doubling Five Literal Months?

In Revelation 9, we read about strange locusts with power to torment the unsaved for five months.  Revelation 9:5 illustrates this:

And to them it was given that they should not kill them, but that they should be tormented five months: and their torment was as the torment of a scorpion, when he striketh a man.  

One of the arguments made for the Lord’s return during Purim is that there are ten lunar months (294 days) from May 21, 2011 until March 9, 2012.   March 9 is the last day of Purim this year according to the modern Hebrew-calendar.   (The modern Hebrew-calendar does not follow Biblical rules for timekeeping.)  

It’s believed that verses dealing with a “doubling of torment” are telling us to double the five months of torment.  The fact that there are ten months between last May 21 and this March 9 is believed to confirm the prediction for the Lord’s return during Purim. 

Revelation 18:6 is a verse dealing with a doubling of torment for Babylon, which we understand to represent the unsaved world at the time of the Lord’s second coming:

Reward her even as she rewarded you, and double unto her double according to her works: in the cup which she hath filled fill to her double.
When we consider the argument for a doubling of five months, we should immediately see some problems.  First, in Genesis 41:32 God tells us about doublings:

And for that the dream was doubled unto Pharaoh twice; it is because the thing is established by God, and God will shortly bring it to pass.
In this verse, we see that a doubling has to do with the certainty of God’s judgment.  Therefore, when we find verses dealing with a doubling of torment on the unsaved, we have no Biblical grounds to interpret them to mean that we can double a period of time in a calculation.

Another problem with the argument that we can double the five months of Revelation 9 is the assumption that those five months represent a literal period of time.   Based on our present understanding of the book of Revelation, there is absolutely no basis for this assumption.  Here is the reason.

When we consider the chapters of Revelation dealing with the seven seals and trumpets, and the three woes and seven plagues, we find that the visions associated with them are actually in chronological order.  The major events of God’s salvation plan, as delineated in Mr. Harold Camping’s timeline, actually fit beautifully into those chapters.  In that way, we know that we are now in the period of the fifth trumpet, which is the time of the strange locusts of Revelation 9.  We are still waiting for the final two trumpets to sound, the sixth and seventh trumpets being respectively the Rapture/resurrection and the end of the world.

From 1988 to the present, we proceeded through several stages of God’s salvation plan.   These stages correspond with descriptions of certain visions found in Revelation.  Looking back at recent history, we find that all the events described in Revelation and corresponding to those stages were entirely spiritual.  There was absolutely no physical fulfillment of anything described in Revelation.

Each recent event in the timeline - when the church age ended, when the latter rain began, when judgment day began – can be matched against a vision in Revelation.  Those visions describe terrifying events in the heavens and on earth.  For example, here is Revelation 6:12:

And I beheld when he had opened the sixth seal, and, lo, there was a great earthquake; and the sun became black as sackcloth of hair, and the moon became as blood;
We know that the sixth seal has already been opened (in 1988); yet there was no great earthquake or sign in the heavens then.  Many of us expected an enormous global-earthquake on May 21 because we thought that some of Revelation’s verses should be understood literally.  In fact, all the events described in the Revelation visions associated with recent timeline-events have been entirely spiritual.  Therefore, we may not interpret the five months of Revelation 9 as a literal period of time to be doubled in a calculation.    

Another Misleading Calculation

According to the modern Hebrew-calendar, the days of Purim this year are March 8 and 9.  Many have accepted the modern Hebrew-calendar as being correct, and have used those dates on billboards and in other ways to announce the Lord’s return during Purim.  A little checking of an encyclopedia will show that we cannot trust the modern Hebrew-calendar to provide correct dates for Biblical feast days.  To know the correct days, we need to know when a new month begins according to the moon.  This is in accordance with the true Biblical calendar.  When we do that, we find that in 2012 Purim actually ends on March 8 at sundown.

You may have seen a calculation that appears to confirm that Purim continues until March 9.  It’s based on a formula Mr. Camping provided years ago at a Family Radio event.  It is not clear if Mr. Camping ever realized the limitation of the formula.  However, the fact is that it cannot reliably be used to determine the beginning of a new lunar month. 

Here is the first part of that calculation:

From 33AD to 2011, there are 1978 years. 
Using 365.2422 days/year and 29.53059 average days/month, in 1978 full years there are: 
1978 x 365.2422 / 29.53059 = 24,464 months and 12.7 days.
The calculation then goes on to determine the date for the Passover in 2011, based on our knowledge that in 33 AD it began in the evening on Thursday, March 31.  It then continues to its final result, apparently confirming the days of Purim to be March 8 and 9.    

The calculation provides a false sense of accuracy, because its constants can be established to several significant figures.  Notice what we read in

Wikipedia’s article on the synodic month, which is the number of days per month used in the calculation:

Because of perturbations in the orbits of the Earth and Moon, the actual time between lunations may range from about 29.18 to about 29.93 days. The long-term average duration is 29.530589 days (29 d 12 h 44 min 2.9 s).
Imagine that you have many years of measurements for the exact temperature on your front porch at midnight, January 1.  You will be able to calculate the average with great accuracy.  Will that tell you exactly what the temperature will be next January 1 at midnight?  No, it won’t.  Therefore, the calculation based on Mr. Camping’s formula cannot be used reliably to determine the actual date on which a new lunar month begins; and it cannot be used to determine the dates for Purim.  Just a difference of a few hours in the moon’s phase can change the beginning of a new lunar month by a day.  

We can also see a problem with the formula by examining its units.  They appear to be correct when we first look at them: 

years    x    days/year   =   months


       days/month

However, when we look more closely we see that the calculation is dimensionally incorrect:

Gregorian years   x    days/ tropical year   =   months  x    Gregorian years 


                                days/month   

 
     tropical year

In the formula, Gregorian years don’t exactly cancel out tropical years because Gregorian years are always approximations of tropical years.  Some years - depending on whether or not they are leap years or if they follow right after a leap year - should be better approximations than other years; but in no case should we use that calculation to determine when a lunar month begins.  

When we realize the error made in announcing March 9 as a day of Purim, we see further reason to question whether or not God was really guiding the effort to announce the Lord’s return during that period.  

A Mistaken Mandate

In Esther chapter 8, we read of king Ahasuerus authorizing Mordecai to write to the entire kingdom – all 127 provinces (Esther 8:9).  This decree authorizes the Jews to “gather themselves together, and to stand for their life, to destroy, to slay, and to cause to perish, all the power of the people and province that would assault them, both little ones and women, and to take the spoil of them for a prey,   Upon one day in all the provinces of king Ahasuerus, namely, upon the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, which is the month Adar” (Esther 8:11-12). 

In writing this decree, Esther and Mordecai hoped to counteract Haman’s decree (Esther 3:12-13) by which he hoped to destroy the Jews.  Notice that Mordecai’s decree was written on the 23rd day of the third month (Esther 8:9).  This decree has recently been understood as a mandate to warn the world that the Lord is about to return.  Is this a valid understanding? 

If we understand Mordecai’s decree as a literal command from the Lord, then a warning about the Lord’s return during Purim in 2012 should have gone out to the world last June 25th (the 23rd day of the third month as determined by the astronomical new-moon).   Obviously, that didn’t happen.  And if it had, how many people would have heard it?  It took over three years to warn the world about May 21 to the extent that it was warned.  A one-day warning would not have done much at all.  Therefore, we should not understand Mordecai’s decree as a mandate to warn anyone of a specific date.  

We may also come to this conclusion as we consider what the book of Esther has shown us about events on the 17th day of the second month.  We have seen that Mordecai was honored and Haman was executed on that day.  These events confirm our understanding that May 21 was the first full day of the judgment-day period.  In other words, salvation has ended and Satan has come under judgment.  There is no longer a reason to warn the unsaved world of anything.  However, we are still commanded to bring the Gospel for the purpose of feeding God’s sheep.  

In writing his decree, Mordecai fits as a picture of the Lord Jesus telling His disciples to “Watch” and reminding them of the last day.  We’ve learned that the Rapture and resurrection will be a judgment against the unsaved world on the last day.  Just as the “battle of Armageddon” (Revelation 16:16, 19:19-21) tells of a victory by the elect over earthly kingdoms led by Satan, Mordecai’s decree grants the Jews permission to “destroy, to slay, and to cause to perish” their enemies.  When we read about this victory in Esther 9, we are seeing another picture of the “battle of Armagddon.”

Notice that the decree tells the Jews that they should “be ready,” as we read in Esther 8:13: 

The copy of the writing for a commandment to be given in every province was published unto all people, and that the Jews should be ready against that day to avenge themselves on their enemies.
The Lord Jesus also told His disciples to “be ready.”  In Matthew 24:44, we find this command in the context of the Lord’s return on last day:

Therefore be ye also ready: for in such an hour as ye think not the Son of man cometh.

Like the Jews in Mordecai’s day, and like the disciples of the Lord Jesus, we must “be ready.”  We do that by searching the scriptures and praying, not by warning the world of a new date for the Lord’s return.  

Taking the Book of Esther’s Dates as Literal Numbers

There is another assumption we should question.  We have seen how the book of Esther connects the 17th day of the second month with a time of judgment, thereby confirming our understanding of May 21 in 2011.  Does it follow that we should count the number of months between the 17th day of the second month and the 15th day of the twelfth month (the last day of Purim), and then use it to determine the number of days after May 21 until the Lord returns?  This is what has been assumed.  It is an assumption that is not justified.    

Take a look at the numbers associated with months and days for key dates in Esther. We’ve learned that many numbers in the Bible have spiritual meanings.  Let’s see if we can apply some of those meanings to the dates.  (You will find these meanings in Mr. Harold Camping’s booklet, “We Are Almost There.”)


( We know that Haman’s decree went out on the 13th day of the first month.  The number 13 has to do with the end of the world; the number “one” may be like the number “ten,” which has a spiritual meaning of completeness of whatever is in view.


( Mordecai was honored and Haman was executed on the 17th day of the second month.  The number 17 has to do with the promise of heaven; the number “two” is identified with those who bring the Gospel.


( Mordecai’s decree went out on the 23rd day of the third month.  The number 23 has to do with God’s wrath or judgment; the number “three” has to do with God’s purpose.


( The date on which the Jews were permitted to stand against their enemies, according to the decree, was the 13th day of the twelfth month.  The number 13 has to do with the end of the world; the number 12 has to do with the fullness of whatever is in view.

Interestingly, in each case the numbers associated with the date are numbers that have been understood to have a spiritual significance.  This also applies to the time interval between last May 21 and this March 9: there are ten lunar months of 29 ½ days between those dates according to the modern Hebrew calendar.  However, we shouldn’t be surprised to find spiritual numbers when we calculate time intervals between yearly feast days (see Leviticus 23) or other dates – such as those found in the book of Esther.  

For example, in order to determine the day of Pentecost, we need to count 50 days.  The number 50 has factors (5 x 10 or 5 x 5 x 2) that are spiritually significant.  The ten-month interval from the 17th day of the second month to the 15th day of the twelfth month is one more example.  Therefore, we are not justified in understanding numerical dates from the book of Esther as literal numbers by which we may predict a date for the Lord’s return.  

Conclusion and Summary

Belief that the Lord will return during Purim is based on several assumptions that have been accepted without careful evaluation.  In our desire to be with the Lord, to escape our own problems, and to see an end to the world’s suffering, it’s very easy to imagine that we have found scriptural support for a belief we hope to be true.  This is what has happened.

We know that the Holy Spirit guides us into truth, as we read in John 16:13:

Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come.

It does not appear that the Holy Spirit has guided anyone to predict the Lord’s return during the days of Purim.   The reasoning leading to that prediction is based on assumptions that are not sound.   Therefore, we can say almost certainly that the Lord will not return during the days of Purim.

As we continue beyond Purim, we need to accept the possibility – and this possibility currently appears to be a likelihood – that the Lord will tarry for an unknown period of time and that we will not know the date of His return until we are actually in that day.  This period of tarrying could continue for years.  

Therefore, our purpose in searching the Bible should not be to determine a specific date for the Lord’s return, because we now have such strong Biblical evidence that the date is unknowable.  Rather, our purpose in searching should be to learn whatever it is that the Lord may be willing to reveal to us.  We must remember that God gave us the Bible “for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness” (2 Timothy 3:16).  

The Bible is where we find truth; we won’t find it in one of the local congregations of a Christian church because the Holy Spirit is no longer present there.  The Bible helps us know how to live and guides us through life’s problems.   It helps us know ourselves and shows us our need for a Savior.  There are plenty of reasons to read the Bible without searching for “the date” and living from one prediction to the next.  That is no way to live, and it does not make for a productive or fulfilling life.      

In the meanwhile, we should remember the Lord’s command to “Occupy till I come” (Luke 19:13).  May the Lord keep us faithful and sustain us until He finally does return. 
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