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I ntroduction

A most wonderful characteristic of the Bibleisitsperfect consistency. That
is, theentire Bibleis perfectly true and trustworthy. Therefore, when any truth has
been correctly learned from the Bible, that truth will never be negated or
compromised by other Bible citations. Thisperfect consistency of the Bibleisto be
expected because the Bible is God's Word.

Intheselast years, by God' smercy, we have become aware of thetruth that
simultaneouswith the beginning of the Great Tribulation, the Church Age hascome
to an end. The consequence of the end of the Church Ageisthat God no longer uses
local congregationsto evangelizetheworld. Infact, theHoly Spiritwill nolonger save
anyone in a local congregation. Moreover, since God has abandoned the local
congregations, Satan astheman of sin, looking likeanangel of light, rulesineachand
every local congregation. Consequently, truebelievers, if not already drivenout, are
commanded to come out.

Much information on this very sad and traumatic subject has already been
made available in the book “The End of the Church Age and After.” This book,
“Wheat and Tares,” includesadditional informationthat hasbeenfoundintheBible.
Thisadditional information perfectly corroborates and emphasizes the same truths
aready set forth in the book “The End of the Church Age and After.”

Whilethisisan exceedingly sad study, itisderived entirely fromthe Bible.
Hopefully, itwill helpthereader to searchthe Bibleeven morediligently and carefully
than he has ever done before.
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Chapter 1

Wheat and Tares

Inthevery center of the Gospel messageisthe parable of thewheat and the
tares. Wefind this parable recorded in Matthew 13:24-30, where God says:

Another parable put he forth unto them, saying, The kingdom of
heaven islikened unto a man which sowed good seed in hisfield: But
while men dlept, his enemy came and sowed tares among the wheat,
and went his way. But when the blade was sprung up, and brought
forth fruit, then appeared the tares also. So the servants of the
householder came and said unto him, Sir, didst not thou sow good
seed in thy field? from whence then hath it tares? He said unto them,
An enemy hath donethis. The servants said unto him, Wilt thou then
that we go and gather them up? But he said, Nay; lest whileye gather
up the tares, ye root up also the wheat with them. Let both grow
together until the harvest: and in thetime of harvest | will say to the
reapers, Gather yetogether first the tares, and bind them in bundles
to burn them: but gather the wheat into my barn.

TheBiblegivesusthe spiritual meaning of thisparablein Matthew 13:37-43,
where we read:

He answered and said unto them, He that soweth the good seed is
the Son of man; Thefield istheworld; the good seed arethe children
of thekingdom; but thetaresarethechildren of thewicked one; The
enemy that sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the
world; and the reapers are the angels. As therefore the tares are
gathered and burned in thefire; soshall it bein theend of thisworld.
The Son of man shall send forth hisangels, and they shall gather out
of hiskingdom all thingsthat offend, and them which doiniquity; And
shall cast them into a furnace of fire: there shall be wailing and
gnashing of teeth. Then shall the righteous shine forth asthe sun in
the kingdom of their Father. Who hath earsto hear, let him hear.

We will learn that the parable in these verses teaches that at the end of the
world there will be a separation of the saved individuals, who are called “wheat,”
fromtheindividua swho thought they weresaved, but in actuality, had never become
saved. They are called “tares.”

Immediately, we can know thefollowing.

1. Thefield isthe world. Since local congregations have been placed all
around the world, we can understand that the wheat and tares are found in these
churches.
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2. Thegood seed arethe children of thekingdom, that is, they have become
saved. Throughout the New Testament era until the beginning of the Great
Tribulation, thelocal churches had been given the commission and the mandate to
evangelize the world. Moreover, those who became believers were to become
members of a local church, if possible. By the end of the church age, local
congregations could befound throughout theworld, and that isin harmony with the
language of thisparable, which statesthat thefield wherein the seed wassownisthe
world.

3. The tares are weeds that ook virtually identical to the wheat. They
represent thosewho aretill in Satan’ skingdom, that is, they arenot saved. However,
during the church age, they were found in the same churches in which the true
believers were found. They were altogether mixed in with the true believers and
looked so much likethetrue believersthat it wasimpossibleto accurately separate
them from the true believers. Matthew 13, verses 29 and 30, teaches that the tares
were to remain with the wheat. That is, if an attempt is made to separate the tares
from the wheat it might happen that the wheat is al so removed.

To understand this more fully, we shall begin our study of this very
informative parableby looking carefully at the character of thelocal churchesasthey
have existed throughout the New Testament era.

Church Members

Thefirst question that must beasked is: Who areto be membersof thelocal
congregations? This question must be asked becausein this parable, thewheat and
the tares typify church members. The Biblical answer must be that hopefully, the
members are those who truly have become saved. With this truth in mind, many
churches readily proclaim that their congregation is a saved membership. Their
membership is spoken of as“membersin full communion.” In other words, they
believethat each and every one of their membersisatruechild of God. They believe
the proof of thisisthat each and every member has been baptized in water, made
apersonal confession of faith, agreesthat their church doctrinesareBiblical, attends
worship servicesfairly regularly, and livesadecent, moral life. Infact, if amember
becomes divisive or begins to live immorally, he is excommunicated. Thus, the
spiritual overseers of the congregation believe the church membership is being
maintained as a saved membership.

Havingsaidall this, the big question must be asked. Who makesthedecision
that permits any individual who professes Christ to become a member of the
congregation? The answer is, the pastor and the elders and deacons make that
decision. They carefully examinetheperson’ sconduct and hisprofession of faithin
Christ, and they make the decision that he has become saved, and therefore, should
be amember in full communion. Insofar asthey can determine, thispersonistruly
seed that will grow up aswheat.

But thereinliesahugeproblem. Canthese pastorsor eldersor deaconslook
into the soul of thisperson and know with absol ute certainty that thisindividual has
been given anew resurrected soul? The answer is obvious. Of course, they can't.
Only God can do that.
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Isn't it true that many people can give an appearance
of salvation when they are not truly saved?

Then how can they know that this person hastruly become saved? Isn’t it
true that many people can give an appearance of salvation when they are not truly
saved? God deals with this problem in Hebrews 6:4-6. This passage teaches:

For it isimpossible for those who were once enlightened, and have
tasted of the heavenly gift, and were made partakers of the Holy
Ghost, And havetasted the good word of God, and the power s of the
world to come, If they shall fall away, to renew them again unto
repentance; seeing they crucify to themselves the Son of God afresh,
and put him to an open shame.

As we examine these verses, we might think they are speaking about a
congregation of saved members. Such phrases as, “tasted of the heavenly gift,
and wer e made partakers of the Holy Ghost, And have tasted the good wor d
of God,” surely must refer to those who have become saved. However, in this
citation God speaksof acongregation that hasbeen brought very closetothekingdom
of God but consists mainly of unsaved members. We know we understand these
verses correctly because the same passage speaks of falling away, and that is
impossibleif aperson hasbecometruly saved. A truly saved person hasbeen given
eternal lifeand nothing can separatehim fromtheloveof God. Moreover, inthesame
context of Hebrews 6, God saysin verse 9:

But, beloved, we ar e per suaded better things of you, and things that
accompany salvation, though we thus speak.

Inother words, inthispassage Godisnot speaking of thosewho had become
saved. Rather, Heisspeaking of thosewho could easily beidentified with thosewho
had become saved, but in actuality, they had not become saved. Thus, we are made
tounderstand how impossibleit isto know with certainty which churchmembersare
saved and which church members are still not saved.

Ye Shall Know Them by Their Fruits

True, the Bible declaresin Matthew 7:20:

Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them.

Doesn'tthisversetell uswecanknow thetrue believersby looking carefully
at thespiritual fruit they have produced? The principleistrue but what human being

isqualified to truly know the fruit produced by another person’slife? A pastor, an
elder, or any member of acongregation may outwardly appear to beagodly person,
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devotedto servingthe Lord. But unknownto anyone, hemay haveanintensedesire
for wealth, or he may have seriously wrong sexual desires, or he may have great
pridethat isnot readily discernible. Inthe public eyehe may appear to bevery godly
butin hisprivatelife he may demonstrate that he could hardly beatrue believer. Or
hemay beliving asgodly aspossiblebecausedeepin hisheart, heistrusting hisown
good works as abasisfor salvation.

Ultimately, the fruit that should be seen in the life of the
true believer is obedience to God.

Without question, the statement “ by their fruitsyeshall know them,” can
help any individual analyze his personal relationship with God. He knows hisown
thoughtsand motivesand desires. He can know whether thefruit of hislifemeasures
up to the standards God has established in the Bible. It isalso true that God knows
everything about thisperson, and Heknowsprecisely if thefruit of thisperson’slife
indicatesthat heisatrue believer. But at best hisfellow man can only hopethat he
istruly saved. Ultimately, thefruit that should be seeninthelife of thetruebeliever
isobedienceto God. Therefore, thecommand of our day to forsakethelocal church
is onetest whereby a person can know if heis, indeed, atrue believer.

Moreover, later in this study, we will be reminded of God’'s Wordsin |1
Corinthians 11 where God speaks of Satan, who comesasan angel of light, and his
ministers. In that context, God speaks of Satan’s ministers as “ministers of
righteousness.” Thishelpsusto seethe extreme difficulty of knowing if someone
is truly saved. Thus, we are brought back to the teaching of the wheat and tares
parable that the separation must occur at the end of the world.

Surely, wemust realizethat it isimpossiblefor any pastor, elder, or deacon
to positively ascertain that any individual inthe congregationistruly saved. Itisno
wonder, then, that as God speaksof thelocal congregationin Sardis, Hedeclaresin
Revelation 3, verses 1 and 4:

And unto the angel of the church in Sardiswrite; These things saith
hethat hath the seven Spiritsof God, and the seven stars; | know thy
works, that thou hast a namethat thou livest, and art dead. . . . Thou
hast a few names even in Sardis which have not defiled their

garments; and they shall walk with mein white: for they areworthy.

Obviously, we can readily seethat in the church in Sardis afew members
were wheat but most members were tares. God saw the hearts of the members of
the church in Sardis, and He can accurately declare that only a few were true
believers.

Wheat and Tares Members Cannot be Separated

We can now begin to see the beginning reality of the wheat and tares
parable. All through theworld, churchesareto be found. The membership of these
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churchesappearsto besaved, that is, they all appear to bewheat. But in any church,
asinthechurchin Sardis, therearethosewhoidentify with thelanguage of Hebrews
6:4-6. Outwardly, the whole membership is considered to be wheat. But in reality,
part of the congregation are tares as was the situation in the church at Sardis.

Thereisno good way to separate the wheat from the tares. Throughout the
church age, thewheat and the tareshave growntogether. Outwardly, the conclusion
isthat all the membersof any church that isreasonably faithful to the Bible must be
saved. They all givethe appearance of being wheat. But no one can know for certain
that they are saved. No one can know for certain that they are not tares.

There is no good way to separate the wheat from the tares.

Theparable continues. At theend of theworld, thewheat isseparated from
thetares, and thetares are bound together in preparation for themto be cast into the
fire. How isthisaccomplished?

God answersthisin verses 39-41 of Matthew 13:

The enemy that sowed them isthe devil; the harvest isthe end of the
world; and the reapers are the angels. As therefore the tares are
gathered and burned in thefire; so shall it bein theend of thisworld.
The Son of man shall send forth hisangels, and they shall gather out
of hiskingdom all things that offend, and them which do iniquity;

Again, questions must be asked. What time in history identifies with the
phrase“the end of theworld?” Who arethe angels? In reality, how will thetaresbe
gathered? How will this separation be accomplished? Doesn’t Christ come on the
last day? On that final day, will not all the believers bodiesberesurrected asglorious
spiritual bodies and immediately be caught up to be with Christ in the air? (See
Thessalonians4:17.)

Simultaneoudy, will not those believerswho areliving at that time beinstantly
changedinto their glorious spiritual bodiesand a so instantly be caught up to bewith
Christintheair? (See| Thessalonians 4:17, | Corinthians 15:51-52.) On that last
day, what will happen to the bodies of the unsaved who died previously? What will
happen to the unsaved who are living? Will not everything be destroyed forever (l1
Peter 3:10)?

The above questions are all true. Therefore, how can the language of
Matthew 13:40-43 concerning the separation of wheat and tares at the end of the
world be in agreement with these truths?

To understand thiswe should examine several additional key wordsinthis
parable. Thefirstwordistheword“harvest.” God usesthiswordin connectionwith
Hisplanto bring the Gospel to theworld so that thefruit of the harvest -- those who
become saved -- can be brought into the kingdom of God. We read in
Matthew 9:36-38:
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But when he saw the multitudes, he was moved with compassion on
them, because they fainted, and were scattered abroad, as sheep
having no shepherd. Then saith he unto his disciples, The harvest
truly is plenteous, but the labourers are few; Pray ye therefore the
Lord of theharvest, that hewill send forth labourersinto hisharvest.

... harvest is concerned with people becoming saved.

Wecanreadily learnfromtheseversesthat harvest isconcerned with people
becoming saved.

But who are the laborers that God uses to bring in this harvest of saved
people? In Matthew 13:39, God speaks of the reapers in this end-of-the-world
harvest as angelswho send the Gospel into the world so that people might become
saved. Doesthe Bibleteach that God usesangel s? Obviously, we must examinethe
word “angels.”

Angels or Messengers

In the Old Testament, the Hebrew word malak, which is frequently
trandlated “ angels,” at timesis also translated “ messenger.” Thisisaso truein
the New Testament. The New Testament Greek word aggelos is frequently
trandated “angel.” But at times these words are also correctly translated
“messenger.” Aswe examine verses that contain the word malak or aggelos, we
find that the messenger that isin view can be God Himself, or it can be angels, or it
can behumanswho have amessageto bring. The context in which theverseisfound
must determinethe proper translation.

For example, weread in Malachi 3:1:

Behold, | will send my messenger [malak], and he shall prepare the
way before me: and the Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly cometo
his temple, even the messenger [malak] of the covenant, whom ye
delight in: behold, he shall come, saith the LORD of hosts.

The word “messenger” is used twice in this verse. The first
“messenger” must be John the Baptist who was sent by God to announce Jesus
as“thelamb of God.” The second “messenger” isclearly Christ whoistheLord,
the messenger of the covenant.

In fact, in the Old Testament the word malak is translated more than 100
times as “angel” and almost 100 times as “messenger.” Usually, when it is
trandlated “ messenger,” it is speaking of men who are bringing some kind of
messageto others. However, aswe have seenin Mal achi, the messenger can be God
Himself.

Inthe New Testament, theword aggel osistranslated as“angel” about 180
times and as “messenger” seven times. For example, in Matthew 11:10-11, the
Bible speaks of John the Baptist as a messenger of God. There we read:
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For thisis he, of whom it is written, Behold, | send my messenger
[aggelos] before thy face, which shall prepare thy way before thee.
Verily | say untoyou, Amongthem that areborn of women therehath
not risen a greater than John the Baptist: notwithstanding hethat is
least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.

We can clearly see, therefore, that the Hebrew malak in the Old Testament
and the Greek aggelos in the New Testament must be carefully examined in the
context in which they are found to determine whether they are speaking of God
Himself, of angels, or of humans.

That brings us back to Matthew 13:39, where God speaks of a harvest in
which thereapersare angels. Can we be suretheword aggelosin thisverse, which
wastrandated “ angel” by the King James Bible trandators, is speaking of angels
and not those who are saved, who as messengers of God, bring the message of the
Gospel totheworld?

Inanswer tothisquestion, wewill look at God’ sstatement in John 4:35-38:

Say not ye, There are yet four months, and then cometh harvest?
behold, | say unto you, Lift up your eyes, and look on thefields; for
they are white already to harvest. And he that reapeth receiveth
wages, and gathereth fruit unto life eternal: that both he that soweth
and he that reapeth may rejoice together. And herein isthat saying
true, One soweth, and another reapeth. | sent you to reap that
whereon ye bestowed no labor: other men labored, and ye are
entered into their labors.

The reapers gathering in the harvest are those
who have become saved.

Theseversesclearly show that thereapersgatheringintheharvest arethose
who have become saved. They obviously arethose who as messengersof God have
been commanded to bring the Gospel to the world. They faithfully send forth the
Word of God so that God can apply the Word to the hearts of those elected to
salvation. Thus, thosewho become saved arethe harvest of believerswho enter into
thekingdom of God.

Therefore, returning to Matthew 13:37-43, the Greek word aggel os, found
inverses 39 and 41, would be more accurately translated “ messenger.” Theangels
do not bring inthe harvest. It isbrought in by the believerswho bring the Gospel to
theworld so that the harvest -- thosewho become saved -- can bereaped and brought
into the kingdom of God. Thus, in thefirst part of the parable of the wheat and the
tares, thebelieversare called seed that producewheat. But asthe parable continues,
thetruebelieversarecalled messengerswho areto bring inthe harvest of thewheat.
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The End of the World

But what about the phrase the “ the end of theworld,” whichisfoundin
Matthew 13, verses 39 and 40:

The enemy that sowed them isthe devil; the harvest isthe end of the
world; and the reapers are the angels. As therefore the tares are
gathered and burned in thefire; so shall it bein theend of thisworld.

How are weto understand this phrase? To answer this question we should
examine how God usesthe phrase “the end of theworld” elsewhereinthe Bible.
In Hebrews 9:26, we read:

For then must he often have suffered since the foundation of the
world: but now oncein the end of theworld hath he appeared to put
away sin by the sacrifice of himself.

On the one hand, in this context the phrase “ end of the world” pointsto
A.D. 33 when Christ went to the cross to demonstrate how He paid for the sins of
the elect. Thus, the phrase “end of the world” can include the whole New
Testament era. Thisfinal period of time that |asts approximately 2,000 yearsisthe
end of theworld that finally will havelasted about 13,000 years. The phraseisused
inasimilar way to the way God usesthe phrase*last days’ in Acts2:17. It can be
shown that in the context of Acts 2, theterm “last days” includes the entire New
Testament era.

However, returning to Hebrews9:26, in thiscontext, thephrase” end of the
world” may focus on the judgment that Jesus experienced on behalf of those He
cameto save. Thus, Hebrews 9:26 isnot decisiveininforming ushow to understand
the phrase “ end of the world.”

However, inMatthew 24:3wefindthesamephrase. Inthiscontext, itismore
helpful in showing us how to understand the phrase “ end of theworld.” Weread:

And as he sat upon the mount of Olives, the disciples came unto him
privately, saying, Tell us, when shall these things be? and what shall
be the sign of thy coming, and of the end of the world?

Thisverse servesasanintroduction to theinformation set forthin Matthew
24 that teaches the timing and character of the Great Tribulation. This chapter also
teachesthat the Great Tribulationisimmediately followed by thereturn of Christ and
by the end of theworld. Thus, we can be assured that theterm “ end of the wor ld”
canclearly identify withthetime of the Great Tribulation and theend of thisworld*.

Sgnificantly, it is during the time of the last part of the Great
Tribulation that the final harvest of believers will be brought in.
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Significantly, itisduring thetimeof thelast part of the Great Tribulation that
thefinal harvest of believerswill bebroughtin. Aswelearnedinthebook “ The End
of the Church Ageand After,” at thetimeof the“ latter rain,” a“ great multitude
which no man can number” will become believers (Revelation 7:9-14). As
individual believerssendthetrue Gospel intoall of theworld, thisfinal harvest of souls
isbrought into thekingdom of God.

It is also the time when those who are saved are commanded to come out
of thelocal church. Thisisso becausein thechurchinstitution, which consistsof all
thelocal congregations, theHoly Spiritisnolonger applyingtheWord of Godtothe
hearts of anyone.

Thus, we can be assured that the phrase “the end of the world” clearly
can beidentified with eventsthat occur during the Great Tribulation, and theend of
theworld.

We have learned that the parable of the wheat and the taresis focused on
the time of the Great Tribulation. We should now begin to understand God’'s
declaration of how thetares came to exist within thelocal congregation.

In the next chapter, we will learn the identity of the enemy that sowed the
tares.
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Chapter 2

The Enemy that Sowed Them is the Devil

In Matthew 13:39, Jesus makes a very important declaration. There He
declares, “ The enemy that sowed them isthe devil.” Thusfar, we have learned
inour study that thewheat (the church memberswho aretruebelievers) and thetares
(church members who have not become saved), co-existed throughout the church
ageinthelocal congregations. Inthisstatement of Matthew 13:39, God reveal sthat
Satanisdefinitely involvedinthelocal congregations. It bringsour attentiontothis
most solemn and important piece of information.

Therefore, itisvery essential that welook at the Bible' sdeclarationsasto
how Satan hasbeen involved in the churchesthroughout the church age. In order to
understand this, we should back up and ook at the Bible' sdeclarations concerning
thisall-important matter.

Sometimes we have the idea that because of the victory of Christ on the
cross, and because of what we read in Revelation 20, that Satan, to a very high
degree, has been taken out of the spiritual war, the war that goes on between Christ
and Satan. Thus, we can readily adopt the idea that throughout the church age, the
local congregationsexistedinavery secureway, andthey did not havetoworry that
much about Satanicinvolvement. However, whenwecarefully examinetheBiblical
statementsconcerning theactivitiesand the prerogativesand opportunities of Satan
throughout the New Testament era, we find that it is quite adifferent story.

Satan |s Bound

First, we want to find out what Revelation 20:2-3 is teaching about the
binding of Satan. Therewe read:

And helaid hold on the dragon, that old serpent, which isthe Devil,
and Satan, and bound him a thousand years, And cast him into the
bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal upon him, that he
should deceive the nations no more, till the thousand years should
be fulfilled: and after that he must be loosed a little season.

We have read this quotation many, many times but probably have not
understood what it means. What doesit mean that Satan was bound and then later
onloosed?Based onwhat weread in Hebrews2: 14, we know that when Christ went
to the cross, Satan was destroyed in some sense. There we read:

Forasmuch then asthe children are partakers of flesh and blood, he
also himself [Christ] likewise took part of the same; that through
death he might destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the
devil.
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And from Revelation 13, we know that Satan was given a deathblow. We
readin Revelation 13:3, wherein God is speaking about Satan:

And | saw one of his heads as it were wounded to death; and his
deadly wound washealed: and all theworld wonder ed after thebeast.

And because of Christ’ svictory onthecross, we can be surethat Satan was
cast out of heaven. Weread in Revelation 12:9:

And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil,
and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world: hewas cast out into the
earth, and his angels were cast out with him.

And anticipating Christ’ svictory on the cross, He said in Luke 10:18:
And hesaid unto them, | beheld Satan aslightning fall from heaven.

As we examine these verses, we conclude very correctly that at the time
of the cross, Satan was given adeathblow. He was no longer ableto go into heaven
to accusethe brethren (Revelation 12:10). Hewas consigned to earth. Consequently
it isguaranteed that at the end of theworld, Satan will be destroyed along with this
universe We have understood this quite correctly. That iswhy weread in Revelation
2010

And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and
brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are, and shall be
tormented day and night for ever and ever.

He Should Deceive the Nations No More

However, we also read something very interesting in Revelation 20 that
should befactored into our thinking. Weread in Revelation 20:3:

And cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal
upon him, that he should deceive the nations no more, till the
thousand years should be fulfilled: and after that he must be loosed
a little season.

Welearnedinthebook “ The End of the Church Ageand After” that theend
of the thousand years is the beginning of the Great Tribulation. Therefore, the
language, “that he should deceive the nationsno more, till thethousand years
should befulfilled,” appearsto imply that now that we arein the time of the Great
Tribulation, heagain isableto deceive the nations. Thisis so because the thousand
years, during which hewasbound, ended with the beginning of the Great Tribulation.

Let’ s begin to develop the truth, “that he should deceive the nations no
more.” Prior to thetime of the cross, we know that Christ wasthe perfect preacher,
and yet, virtually nobody became saved. Christ preached for three and ahalf years,
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and at the end of that time, only afew appeared to be saved or actually had become
saved during Hisministry. Thereisplenty of evidencethat except for afew, virtually
nobody became saved.

We havelearned that as Christ preached, and Hewasthe perfect preacher,
Satan wasthere to snatch away that Word so that it would not find root in the heart
of those who heard it.

Wemust remember that two thingsarerequiredin order for theWord of God
to bring salvationto anyone. First of all, theWord that is preached or declared must
be the Word of God. We know that from Romans 10, verse 17, where God says:

So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.

Secondly, theWord preached must beapplied by theHoly Spirit tothehearts
and livesof those God isplanning to save. Welearned from the parabl e of the sower
inLuke8that Satan can prevent the preached Word from bearing spiritual fruit. Jesus
explainsthisinLuke8:12:

Those by the way side ar ethey that hear; then cometh the devil, and
taketh away theword out of their hearts, lest they should believe and
be saved.

So, weseevery clearly that beforethetimeof thecross, thisistheway Satan
wasquitesuccessful ininhibiting salvation. EachtimetheWord of God wasdeclared,
Satan wasthereto snatch it away so that it would not takeroot in the hearts of those
who heard it. He was able, therefore, to deceive the nations, because in the entire
world wherever the Gospel was preached, that would have been the situation. We
are amazed, and yet it isatruth that God gave us, that when Jesus was preaching,
that is exactly what was happening. It was happening in the temple, in the
synagogues, and by the seashore. That iswhy we see very few results even though
Jesuswastheperfect preacher. God allowed thisto happen, and yet Hiselection plan
would never be frustrated by Satan. His chosen have to receive their inheritance,
inGod’ sperfect timing. Wemust never think that Satan could snatchtheWord away
from one of God' select.

Each time the Word of God was declared,
Satan was there to snatch it away . . .

Satan Bound and the Holy Spirit Ruling

That particular aspect of Satans activity was stopped at the timethat Christ
went to the cross. As the New Testament church was being devel oped, Satan was
bound in the sense that he could not frustrate the Word of God by snatching it away
from the hearts of those that Christ intended to save. In this sense, throughout the
church age, Satan was bound.
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More than that, the Holy Spirit had been poured out. Thus, beginning at
Pentecost in A.D. 33 and throughout the New Testament church age, God the Holy
Spirit has been in the midst of every congregation that recognized the Bible asthe
Word of God. Inthese churches, God applied HisWordtothehheartsand livesof the
elect.

Wewitnessthistruth very dramatically when welook at Pentecostin A.D.
33. Peter preached one sermon and about 3,000 peoplewere saved. Obviously, Peter
was not nearly the perfect preacher that Christ was, yet the fact isthat about 3,000
truly became saved that Pentecost day. Thisisadramatic evidence of the statement
that Satan was bound so that he could not deceive the nations and al so that the Holy
Spirit was actively saving souls. These are facts that we know to be true and
trustworthy.

How then areweto understand the parabl e of thewheat and thetareswhich
teachesthat throughout the Church age, Satan hasbeen busy sowing tares or weeds?
DoestheBiblehave moreto say about this? Indeed, the Bible hasmuch to say about
it. Thistruthissprinkled all through the New Testament.

Satan isat War with Christ

Firstof all,inRevelation 12: 17 where Sataniscalled aserpent, weread about
the body of believerswhich iscalled awoman who isinthewilderness. We can be
assured that the woman in the wilderness represents the believers throughout the
New Testament time. In this citation, we read a very significant truth. Revelation
12:17says.

And the dragon was wroth with the woman, and went to make war

with theremnant of her seed, which keep the commandmentsof God,

and have the testimony of Jesus Christ.

Fromthisdeclarationwelearnthat thewarfare goeson throughout the New
Testament era. Thisisasolemn truth. Satan was bound in the sense that he cannot
frustrate God' s plan to save every one of the elect as they come under the hearing
of the Gospel. Simultaneously, God theHoly Spiritisbusy applying theWord of God
to the hearts of those individuals that He plansto save. But Satan is still at war.

Thisbringsto mind thewords of Ephesians6. Most of usarequite familiar
with this serious citation, but we have not really understood its tremendous
importance. Weread in verses 11 and 12 of Ephesians 6:

Put on thewhole armour of God, that ye may be ableto stand against
thewiles of the devil. For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but
against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the
darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.

Hereagainisthedeclarationthat thereiswarfaregoing on. Inthisparticular
context, God indicatesthe protection God’ strue people can have so that Satan does
not overcome them. He saysin Ephesians 6, verses 13-17:
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Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be
abletowithstand in the evil day, and having doneall, to stand. Stand
therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and having on the
breastplate of righteousness;, And your feet shod with the
preparation of the gospel of peace; Above all, taking the shield of
faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all thefiery darts of the
wicked. And takethe helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit,
which istheword of God.

Hespeaksabout “havingyour loinsgirt about with truth,” and thetruth
is Christ Himself. He speaks about , “having on the breastplate of
righteousness,” and “your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of
peace,” and “taking the shield of faith” and “the helmet of salvation, and the
sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.” The essence of al of these
statementsis Jesus Christ Himself. He isthe protective armor that shieldsthetrue
believers from the assault of Satan who continues to make war in the loca
congregation. Satan istheretrying to snare away those who are present in thelocal
church.

Satan continues to have a total and terrible vendetta
against the Lord Jesus Christ.

Satan continuesto have atotal and terrible vendetta against the Lord Jesus
Christ. Since Christ isin heaven, he cannot assault Him personally, because Satan
is bound to the earth. But in the local congregations, the body of Christ lives or
lived. Therefore, that is where Satan can assault Christ.

Therearemany other passagesthat warn usthat thiswarfareis happening.
Weread for examplein James 4:7:

Submit yourselvesthereforeto God. Resist the devil, and he will flee
fromyou.

Wereadin Ephesians4:27:
Neither give place to the devil.

Thisindicatesthat the Devil isvery active within the churches. Wereadin
[l Corinthians11:3-4:

But | fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through
his subtilty [craftiness], so your minds should be corrupted from the
simplicity that isin Christ. For if he that cometh preacheth another
Jesus, whom we have not preached, or if ye receive another spirit,
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which ye have not received, or another gospel, which ye have not
accepted, ye might well bear with him.

Intheseverses, God iswarning that if someone comeswith afalsedoctrine
or withafalsegospel, trying to enticethose within the congregationto believethese
wrong doctrines, that is the means by which Satan will come to snare them.

| Timothy 3 speaks about the qualifications of an elder in the local
congregation, and God saysin verse 6:

Not a novice, lest being lifted up with pride he fall into the
condemnation of the devil.

That isavery, very serious matter. It means that this new elder could be
someone who is not saved, and if heisnot saved, it meansthat heisstill identified
with Satan. Furthermore, God teachesin | John 3:8:

He that committeth sin is of the devil; for the devil sinneth from the
beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that he
might destroy the works of the devil.

Inthiscontext, Godisteaching that thosewho commit sinincludeseveryone
who isunsaved. They are still of the Devil. Thisis emphasized, for example, in |
Timothy 5:15, where again God warnsthe New Testament believers:

For some are already turned aside after Satan.

Again, aswe continueto study this, wediscover that thosewho follow after
Satan or who are identified with Satan are all the unsaved.

InActs26:16-18, God emphasi zed that Satan hasauthority over theunsaved.
In this context, as God sends Paul forth to declare the Gospel to the world, God
instructshim:

But rise, and stand upon thy feet: for | have appeared unto thee for
this purpose, to make thee a minister and a witness both of these
things which thou hast seen, and of those things in the which | will
appear unto thee; Delivering thee from the people, and from the
Gentiles, unto whom now | send thee, To open their eyes, andtoturn
them from darknessto light, and from the power [authority] of Satan
unto God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins, and inheritance
among them which are sanctified by faith that isin me.

Inthisvery important passage, the phrase“thepower of Satan,” indicates
the authority of Satan. We learn from this verse that those who are unsaved, who
aredtill identified with Satan’ sdominion, are under the authority of Satan. Wewill
find that thisisvery important information aswe continuein our study.

In Il Corinthians 11, God further tells us how Satan works. Wouldnt it be
niceif Satan showed himself asadevil with ared suit and aforked tail so we could
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know quickly that it was Satan? But God indicates that Satan is the father of lies,
and therefore, we dare say that he is the master deceiver. He is very much a
deceiver, and he operatesin avery deceptiveway. Weread in || Corinthians 11:14:

And nomarvel; for Satan himself istransformed into an angel of light.

This, too, isan exceedingly important statement because it shows us how
Satan operates. He does not come appearing as a wicked person, as he does, for
example, inthe non-church world of thedrug culture, thered light district of acity,
andinthewicked heartsof heathen peoplewho know nothing about the Gospel. Oh,
yes, Satan worksthere, too. But in this verse, we read that Satan works within the
local congregation. He comes as an angel of light, that is, as a messenger of the
Gogpdl. Christisthelight of theworld, and Christisthemessenger of light. But Satan
is the master counterfeiter, and he comes as an angel of light so that unbelievers
cannot discern that he is Satan. He looks very much like Christ.

Satan can neutralize them by coming into them
as an angel of light.

Then this passage describes how he operates in the local congregations.
Please, bear in mind, this is what has been going on throughout the church age
becauseitispart of thewarfare, or it istheway inwhich Satan fights against Christ
ashe seeksto overcome Christ. Satan cannot frustratethe Gospel from saving God’ s
elect, but he cantry to completely neutralizethelocal congregations, which arethe
external representation of Christ’s kingdom. Satan can neutralize them by coming
into them asan angel of light.

How Does Satan Fight

The questionis: How doeshe do this? Heisa spirit being. But God shows
us how he does this. The Bible declaresin verse 13 of |1 Corinthians 11

For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming
themselves into the apostles of Christ.

Inthisverse, Christisspeaking about preachersand el dersand deaconswho
look very holy, very decent, very moral, very much like they really love the Lord
Jesus. In their own minds, they are completely convinced that they are faithfully
serving the Lord Jesus. But they arefalse. Furthermore, God saysin |l Corinthians
11, versels:

Thereforeitisno great thing if hisministers[Satan’s ministers] also
be transformed as the ministers of righteousness;, whose end shall
be according to their works.
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Isn't that something? Those ministers, who serve Satan within the local
congregations, appear to be ministers of righteousness. How frightening!

Now we can understand why we read in Ephesians Chapter 6 that true
Christiansareto put on thewhole armor of God so that they can withstand thewiles
of the devil. God's true people must have the protection of the Gospel and the
protection of Christ. Any timethey stray away from the authority of the Bible and
they begin to trust men, they are putting themselvesin the position to be snared by
Satan.

Speaking about those who have been snared, weread in || Timothy 2:26:

And that they may recover themselves out of the snare of the devil,
who are taken captive by him at his will.

Thisverseisteaching that there are those who have been snared according
to the will of Satan. He wants people to be under his authority. But thisverse also
carriesthe hopethat thereisthe possibility of being made free from thefact that an
individual hasbeen snared. Theonly way anyone can becomefreeisto becometruly
saved.

Thiskind of activity isanticipated in| Timothy 4:1, aso, whereweread:

Now the Spirit speaketh expresdly, that in the latter times some shall
depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines
of devils;

God iswarning us in the Scriptures, and we don’t normally take enough
notice of thesewarnings, that Satan isvery activeinthelocal congregations, trying
to frustrate God' s plan. He can’t keep the elect of God from becoming saved, God
will not allow him to frustrate that plan. But insofar asthelocal congregation, asa
divineinstitution utilized by God to bethe caretaker of the Gospel and to faithfully
declare the Gospel to the world, Satan has been warring within it. Satan has been
constantly attempting to neutralize local churches by filling them with his own
ministers of righteousness. How terriblethisis!

Satan has been constantly attempting to neutralize local churches by
filling them with his own ministers of righteousness.

Given the fact that these ministers of righteousness, and al those in the
congregation who have been snared by Satan, look virtually identical to the true
believers, we can see how it isimpossible to separate the wheat from the tares.
Therefore, we understand that Satan can be very successful. In fact, that’ swhy we
read that the church at Sardis, whichwasonly afew decadesold, already wasadead
church. Revelation 3:1 says:

And unto the angel of the church in Sardiswrite; These things saith
hethat hath the seven Spiritsof God, and the seven stars; | know thy
works, that thou hast a name that thou livest, and art dead.
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This passage emphasi zesthat already, Satan had caused most of the people
of that congregation to be under hisauthority.

Remember earlier we learned that those who are not saved are under the
authority of Satan. Concerning thischurchat Sardis, wereadin Revelation 3, verse4:

Thou hast a few names even in Sardis which have not defiled their
garments; and they shall walk with mein white: for they areworthy.

Thisindicatesthat afew true believerswere still there. Now we can begin
to see how Satan sows the seed of the tares. He does so by bringing in leadership
that lookslike messengersof righteousnessand preachersof righteousness, and then
he snares those in the congregation by enticing them to trust the doctrines of men
rather than the Bible alone. They are brought under Satan’s authority rather than
Christ’ sauthority.

Small wonder thenthat weread in Revel ation 2:9that the churchin Smyrna,
which was only afew decadesinto the church age, already had within it those who
were in the synagogue (assembly) of Satan. We read there:

I know thy works, and tribulation, and poverty, (but thou art rich) and
I know the blasphemy of them which say they are Jews, and are not,
but are the synagogue of Satan.

In like manner, the church in Pergamos had within it those who held the
doctrines of Balaam (awicked prophet of the Old Testament) and the teachings of
the Nicolaitans, which God hated. Therefore, God declared in Revelation 2:13:

I know thy works, and wherethou dwellest, even wher e Satan’s seat
is: and thou holdest fast my name, and hast not denied my faith, even
in those dayswherein Antipaswas my faithful martyr, whowasdain
among you, wher e Satan dwelleth.

This congregation dwelt where the seat of Satan was. That is, to some
degree, Satanwasalready rulinginthat young church. Wewill examinethisconcept
more carefully later in thisstudy. In Revelation 2:24, God says:

But untoyou | say, and untotherest in Thyatira, asmany ashave not
thisdoctrine, and which have not known the depths of Satan, asthey
speak; | will put upon you none other burden.

Thisverseimpliesthat someinthat congregation also already had identified
with Satan.

Aswe study these references given to usin Revelation 2, we are learning
that just afew decades after the church age had begun, already Satan was sowing
taresin thelocal churches.
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The Transition to Satan’s Sole Rule

Therefore, wecan seewhy the Biblesaysin |1 Thessal onians 2 that theman
of sin, who can be shown to be Satan, took his seat in thetemple at the beginning of
theGreat Tribulation. Thisisteachingthat herulesinthelocal congregations. Itisn’t
asif at the end of the church age there had to be a great change. There was very
little to indicate any change had taken place because the local congregations were
aready so infiltrated with Satan’s ministers (who appeared as ministers of
righteousness) that any differenceintruespiritual character wasindiscernible. True,
in one sense there was a great change. At the beginning of the Great Tribulation,
Christ abandoned the local congregations. We read about this change in several
placesin the Bible. Onecitationis |l Thessalonians 2:7, where God says:

For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: only he who now
letteth [restraineth] will let [restrain], until he betaken out of theway.

Inthisverse, theonewho restrains SatanistheHoly Spirit, and actualy, the
phrase, “be taken out of the way,” would be better translated, according to the
Greek language, as, “taken out of the midst.”

We havelearned that throughout the church age, it was God’ s plan that the
Holy Spirit be active in the churchesto restrain Satan so that he could not prevent
the Gospel from saving the elect who heard the Words of the Bible. Satan cannot
frustratethat activity. But, at the beginning of the Great Tribulation, theHoly Spirit
was taken out of the midst, thus, there is no one to restrain Satan. Moreover, God
commands the true believers, if they have not already been driven out of the
churches, to come out of the churches (Matthew 24:15-16, Luke 21:20-21,
Revelation 18:4). Therefore, Satan has atotally free hand to do hiswill within the
congregations.

. .. long before the end of the church age, perhaps a great
majority of the people in a congregation were not saved.

We should remember that long before the end of the church age, perhaps
agreat majority of the peoplein acongregation were not saved. They were already
under the snare of Satan because Satan has been sowing histares during the entire
churchera, and so, they were already under hisauthority. But at the beginning of the
Great Tribulation, the true believers had been driven out and they have been
commanded to come out. Moreover, God the Holy Spirit isno longer in the midst
because He has abandoned the local church. So, that |eaves the whole loca
congregation under Satan’ sauthority.

Satan Becomes the King of the Local Churches

Now we can understand the language that the man of sinwill take his seat
in the temple. Satan has complete control of the local congregation. Some
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congregations gave complete control to him many, many years ago. They have
becomefal se gospels. They have devel oped an authority other than the Biblealone
andinitsentirety. However, eveninthose congregationsintimespast, aslong asthe
Biblewasstill utilized within that congregation, therewasthepossibility of someone
becoming saved. This was true even though perhaps the total membership was
already under the authority of Satan. But oncethe Holy Spirit waswithdrawn from
the congregations, that meant that every congregation throughout the whole world
isnow under theauthority of Satan. Satanisinauthority even though the pastor may
believe that heis preaching faithful messages of the Bible.

Of course, we have to ask the next logical question. Isn’t it true that if a
believer truly lovestheLord, if hetruly isachild of God, then hewill haveanintense
desiretodothewill of God?But what if apastor, an elder, adeacon, or afinemember
of acongregation thinks heisachild of God and believes heisachild of God, and
yet, hewill not obey God' s command to come out of the congregation? If heisnot
trembling beforethe Word of God, can hereally beachild of God?Wewill address
these very serious questionslater in this study.

We now can begin to understand that throughout the church age, Satan has
been very activein the local congregations as an adversary of God.

Throughout the church age, Satan has been very active in the
local congregations as an adversary of God.

We surely would think and even dare to assume that as aresult of God's
actionin separating thewheat from thetaresin the congregati on throughout thisend-
time period, by the time the Day of Judgment comes, only tareswill beleft in the
congregation.

Aswe continueour study of thisvery significant parable, we should address
some other important phrases that are a part of this parable.
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Chapter 3

While Men Slept

There is another statement made in the parable of the wheat and the tares
that we should look at very carefully. We read in Matthew 13:25:

But while men dept, his enemy came and sowed tares among the
wheat, and went hisway.

What does “while men slept” mean? Obvioudly, in this context, God is
talking about the development of the New Testament church during which Satan
somehow was ableto sow taresamongst the wheat. So, how can we understand the
phrase, “while men slept” ?

Itistruethat in many placesintheBible, theideaof “ sleeping” isassociated
with death. However, in thisreference, death isnot in view. Rather, God hasatime
in view when He has not opened spiritual eyes. We read, for example, in
Isaiah29:10-12:

For the LORD hath poured out upon you the spirit of deep sleep, and
hath closed your eyes: the prophets and your rulers, the seers hath
he covered. And the vision of all is become unto you as the wor ds of
abook that issealed, which men deliver to onethat islearned, saying,
Read this, | pray thee: and hesaith, | cannot; for it issealed: And the
book isdelivered to him that isnot learned, saying, Read this, | pray
thee: and he saith, | am not learned.

Inthispassage, Godisteaching that if God does not open our “eyes’ to the
revelation that hasbeen placed inthe Bible, thenit islike the“book” is* sealed” or
itislikewearestill sleeping.

We get the same ideawhen welook at Daniel 8:18-19:

Now as he was speaking with me, | wasin a deep sleep on my face
toward the ground: but he touched me, and set me upright. And he
said, Behold, | will make thee know what shall be in the last end of
the indignation: for at the time appointed the end shall be.

Hereagain, beforeknowledgeisgivento Daniel, God usesthefigureof him
beingin adeep sleep.
Doyourecall thatin Daniel 12:9, God told Daniel and us, also:

And he said, Go thy way, Daniel: for the words are closed up and
sealed till the time of the end.
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In other words, theidea of the book being “ sealed” istheideathat truthis
written inthe Bible but thereisatimefor God to reveal to the readers what He has
written. God has atimetable for revealing various aspects of truth of the Bible.

God even uses the idea of sleeping in connection with Himself as He
developsHisdivine program. Weread in Psalm 78:65-66:

Then theL ord awaked asoneout of sleep, and likea mighty man that
shouteth by reason of wine. And he smote his enemiesin the hinder
parts. he put them to a perpetual reproach.

Therefore, theideaof awakening from sleepisfrequently usedinthe Bible
toindicatethatitistimefor God’ sprogramto advance. Hehascarefully written about
HisentireprogramintheBible, but theability to know what istaught isunavailable
until thetime comesfor God to awaken usfrom sleep. Then Heopensspiritual eyes,
and many recognize what God' splanis.

Incidentally, thisisthe same figure that is used in Matthew 25 where the
Bible speaks of the ten virgins. While they were sleeping, the shout came that the
bridegroom was coming and they awakened. It goes on to indicate what followed.
There again, it indicates that throughout the church age, and thelocal churchesare
represented by the ten virgins, there were many things in the Bible that were not
known. ThenthetimecomeswhenitisGod' sgood planto open spiritual eyessothat
those He enlightenscan recognize morefully what God’ splanis. Most often, thisis
in connection with Hisreturn at the end of time.

. .. all through the church age God has not revealed to the local
congregations the enormous war that has been going on
between Satan and the local congregations.

Thus, we see atremendous truth here, namely, that all through the church
age, God did not reveal tothelocal congregationsthe enormouswar that was going
on between Satan and the local congregations, or Satan and Christ, who was
represented in the local congregations. All through the church age, Satan was
considered adefeated foe. Aslong aswetried to beasfaithful aspossibletotheWord
of God, webelieved that thelocal congregationwasnot going to be seriously troubled
by Satan. Confessing members were considered to be true representatives of the
kingdom of God. If they had been baptized in water, made confession of faith,
promised to obey the confessions of the church, and lead decent moral lives, we
believed they must truly have become saved.

We Are Awakened
However, now that we are right near the end, many are awakening from

dleep, that is, God is opening spiritual eyes to teach some of the things that have
previously been sealed. One gigantic truth being discovered isthat all through the
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church age, Satan was waging an intense war within the congregations. So intense
ishisattack that already, at thevery beginning, aswelearned from Revelation 2 and
3, Satan was sowing histaresin the churches. Because he comesasan angel of light
and his ministers as ministers of righteousness, he was able to occupy the church
increasingly throughout the church age.

Now that we are right near the end, we are
awakening from our sleep.

The local churches did not clearly recognize this and were unaware of
Satan’'s very serious attacks on the local congregations. | am not aware of any
theologians of the past who have clearly seen this. They have seen Satan as an
enemy. Certainly, Martin Luther saw Satan as a fierce foe who brought great
persecution to thetrue believers. However, neither he nor any theologians or Bible
teachers of the past saw it in the way that is being seen now.

In fact, if theologians had seen the truth of Satan’s attack on the church
during the church age, chaos could easily have resulted. Church overseers, aware
that Satan could be infiltrating their local congregation by bringing in leaderswho
were ministers of righteousness (Il Corinthians 11:14-15), would have been
suspicious of each and every pastor, each and every elder, etc. There would have
been a constant, ongoing witch hunt.

Thus, true servantsof God (wheat) would have been cast out of the churches
alongwith someof thetares. God underscoresthisby thelanguage of Matthew 13:29:

But hesaid, Nay; lest whileye gather up thetares, yeroot up alsothe
wheat with them.

Thus, thewheat and thetares had to remain until the end of the church age.
Thistruthis presently coming to light as God opens spiritual eyesto thesetruths.

Wemust remember that anyonewhoisnot el ect of Godisnot asaved person
and hewill never become saved. But that does not mean he cannot be avery decent,
moral person. For example, peopleinother religionsand peoplewho believeinafa se
gospel, which obviously isafalsegospel becauseitsauthority isother thantheBible
alone, can be decent people. Most of the members of the fal se churches are decent,
moral, upright peoplewho giveevery appearanceof bel onging tothekingdom of God.
Canit bethat thesefine upstanding peoplearestill in Satan’ skingdom? Theanswer
must be, Y es!

There areonly two spiritual kingdomsin theworld. Oneisthe kingdom of
God, anditscitizensare only thosewho aretruly saved. Each and every other person
intheworldisacitizen of Satan’ skingdom. Itistruethat if anindividual in Satan’s
kingdomisoneof God' select, intime, Godwill savethat person, and hewill betaken
out of Satan’ skingdom and become acitizen of God'’ s kingdom.
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Satan Sows the Tares and Departs

Wehavebeenlearning that all through thetimeof the church age, Satanwas
busy sowingtaresinthelocal congregations. However, weimmediately havemore
guestions. Can we know more clearly, even though heisfreeto do this, how heis
abletodothis?Why doesit say in Matthew 13:25 that he doesthisand then goeshis
way? We should try to answer these questions.

Wewill begin by analyzing the nature and desires of mankind. We humans
were created in theimage of God. This means that we have abasic understanding
that thereis a God to whom we must answer. In fact, God' slaw, the Bible, teaches
usthat God's laws, to some degree, are written on the hearts of mankind. That is,
intuitively, all menknow itiswrongtomurder, tosteal, and to commit adultery. The
conseguenceof thisintuitiveknowledgeof Godisman’ sdesiretobeinvolvedinsome
kind of religionthat recognizesahigher being and permitshimtoworship thishigher
being.

Therefore, throughout the history of mankind, menhaveidentified with some
kind of worship activity. In somecases, it wasareligion centered on awood or stone
idol, suchasweseeintheBuddhist religion, or someother religion, suchaslslamor
Taoism, inwhich they thought they had found their solution, or it may have been a
religionthat identified withthe Bible, such asMormonism or Jehovah' sWitnesses.
Inaddition, agreat many peopl eidentified withthe Christianreligion, whichweknew
asthelocal congregationsthat believethat the Biblealoneand initsentirety isthe
Word of God.

What prompts an individual to become part
of a particular religion?

The questionis, what prompts an individual to become part of a particular
religion? Why did he choose to become a Buddhist, a Mormon, a Seventh-Day
Adventist or aBaptist? Only theindividual cananswer that question. Hisupbringing,
hisfamily ties, hissocial environment, hisown perceived understanding of thevalue
of that particular religion, all may enter into hischoice.

True, in connection with the Christian religion, many joined a local
congregation because they actually became saved by the Lord Jesus Christ.
Therefore, they knew they should become amember of alocal congregationthat is
asfaithful aspossibleto the Bible. Ideally, these werethe only personswho should
have become members.

However, there are many unsaved individual s, who for avariety of reasons
(including someof those named above), haveadesireto become part of the Christian
religion, just asmany of hiscontemporariesdevel op desiresto becomeapart of the
Mormonreligion, the Christian Sciencereligion, or theBuddhist religion. True, asan
integral part of the Christian religion, he becomes acquainted with the Bibleand he
doeshear the Gospel . However, unlessheisoneof God' select, hewill never become
saved. Nevertheless, when hefollowstherulesof the church hejoins, such asbeing
baptized inwater and making confession of faith, heisassuredthat heisagenuinely
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saved member of that |ocal church. Therulesof baptismand confession of faith, etc.,
are certainly in accordance with Bible truth.

Furthermore, we must consider that each person has been given certain
abilitiesby God. We seethisin asecular world. One person may be bornwith great
musical talent and another with great talent to becomean engineer. Eachindividual,
therefore, frequently will try to utilizethesetal entsto providethegreatest advantage
tohimself. Likewise, included amongst thosewhojoinany givenreligion, therewill
bethosewho have abasic natural talent or desireto be aleader inthat religion. He,
therefore, aspiresto beatheol ogian, apastor, apriest, or anevangelist. Thissituation
prevailsin every religion of theworld. The samesituation has prevailedinthelocal
congregationsthat believethe Bibleistheonly Word of God. Men and women have
comeinto these churches and then aspired to have significant |eadership positions.

Many times, however, these individual swere not saved, and they beganto
bring heresy into the congregation. This was already occurring within the seven
churchesnamedinthefirst two chaptersof the Book of Revelation. TheNicolaitans,
who must havefollowed an unsaved man named Nicolas, werealready inleadership
positions. There was Jezebel an unsaved woman in the church of Thyatira. These
individual swere exposed by God who knows the hearts of mankind.

Ordinarily, individual swho aspireto theseleadership positionsinthelocal
congregationsdo not comewith any maliceintheir thinking. Rather, they arelooking
at that local congregation assimply aplacewherethey can exercisetheir particular
professional talents. For example, inthe secul ar world, amanwith engineering talents
strives to be the best engineer possible. He has become a part of the profession of
engineering. Another individual entersinto the legal profession and becomes an
excellent attorney. Another entersinto the medical profession and becomes afine
doctor.

There are those who wish to enter into the profession
of preaching or the profession of theology.

Likewise, therearethosewhowishto enter into the profession of preaching
or the profession of theology. But these pastors and theol ogiansmay not understand
that preaching and teaching the Bible is not a profession in the sense the word
“profession” isusedinthesecular world. Thepreacher isto beavery humbleservant
of Christ, humbly ministering tothespiritual needsof the congregation. Heshould be
an outstanding example of piety and humility to theflock as he ministersthe Word
and praysfor the congregation.

Wemust remember that God formed theinstitution of thelocal churchesas
theexternal representation of thekingdom of God. But thelocal churchescan bejust
asattractive to unsaved people asreligionsthat obviously have no connection with
the kingdom of God. Therefore, we can fully expect that even as unsaved people
enter thefal sereligions, amongst them therewill bethosewho seean opportunity in
the churchto exercisetheir preaching or leadership talent, so thiswill happeninthe
local churches for which we have a concern.
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True, if aman comesinto alocal congregation and endeavors to crudely
changetherules of the church, and he bringsin doctrines contrary to those held by
thecongregation, hemay besummarily excommunicated. But thedifficulty liesinthe
fact that those who wish to make maximum use of their |eadership talents, and who
will faithfully teach the doctrinesof thechurch, also can comeinto the congregation,
and yet, they are not saved. And because they are not saved, they are still under the
authority of Satan.

Therefore, as emissaries of Satan, they come into the congregation and
appear to be “ministers of righteousness,” according to Il Corinthians 11:14-15.
Remember that Satanisthefather of lies. He doeshisbest work by giving anunsaved
man adesireto enter into thelocal congregation. Thisman in hisown mind will be
fully convinced heisserving Christ.

. . . the wheat and tares are virtually indistinguishable.

Wehavelearned that thewheat and thetaresarevirtually indistinguishable.
Therefore, the members of the church cannot know that thismanisnot asaved man.
Moreover, heisadecent, moral individual with agreat many professional talentsthat
appear to make him a great asset to the work of the church. He may be charming,
intelligent, asuperior Bible scholar, and an excellent speaker. But, without himself
or the congregation realizing it, he is an emissary of Satan because heis still an
unsaved man. Eventhoughthechurchisruled over by God, thisindividual isstill under
the authority of Satan because he is unsaved.

Weseethisalready inthechurch of Pergamosin Revelation 2:15, wherewe
read that the Nicolaitanswerevery active. We know that Satan cannot take over the
congregation because God is ruling there. But, he can have some authority.
Therefore, in connection with the church of Pergamos, God speaks about Satan
taking hisseat. That is, Satan, to somedegree, isruling there. Obviously, heisruling
because there are unsaved individuals living under his authority who are his
emissaries. That, inturn, gives Satan some ruling power.

Satan Departs

Matthew 13:25 tells us that after this tare (weed) is brought into the
congregation, Satan goesaway. That is, hedeparts. Hedepartsbecause Godisruling
that congregation. But Satan has accomplished much in hiswarfare against Christ.
Hehassucceeded in bringing his“ minister of righteousness’ into that congregation.

We must remember that this “minister of righteousness,” who became a
member of this congregation, isnot at all aware of what true salvation is. He has
never experienced it. Neither does he fear and tremble before God. He does not
clearly recognizethat the Bibleisthedivineauthority that structuresand determines
what ought to be taught in this church. He, therefore, isready to embrace doctrines
or practices that are somewhat contrary to the Word of God. These doctrines or
practices already may have gained some foothold in other churches of his
denomination.
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Furthermore, because of hisposition aspastor, deacon, or el der, hehasbeen
appointedto havethespiritual oversight of thiscongregation. Inhisspiritual oversight,
he may not be sensitive to the Biblical requirementsfor other church leaders, such
as elders and deacons. However, because of his position in the church and his
apparent leadership capabilities, hemay greatly influencethe sel ection of thosewho
eventually becomefellow deaconsand elders. And so, astimegoeson, anincreasing
number of tares are brought into |eadership positionswithin this congregation.

Atthesametime, themembership of that churchwill alsoreflect thespiritual
condition of leadership. More and more memberswill be allowed in who actually
have no experiential knowledge of salvation.

However, as long as they adhere to the basic rules for membership, each
member islooked upon asagenuinegy saved member. Remember, thebasicrulesthat
apply to those who are considered to have become saved, normally include the
fallowing.

1. A decent moral lifestyle.

2. Water baptism.

3. Confession of faith.

4. Promise to obey and uphold the doctrines of the church.
5. Reasonabl e attendance at worship services.

We must understand that none of these things, in themselves, provethat a
person hasbeen saved eventhough they areBiblical practicesderived fromtheBible
and condoned by the Bible.

Such virtues as true humility and a deep concern for the
truth of the Bible are frequently not considered in
acceptance of church members.

But if most of theleadership arenot saved, it will beeven moredifficult for
them to bring in members who are truly saved. They, themselves, have never
experienced salvation. Therefore, the above basi c rulesbecomethe solecriteriafor
membership. Such virtues as true humility and a deep concern for the truth of the
Bible are frequently not considered in acceptance of church members.

Now we can beginto understand theterrible conditionthat prevailsin many
local churches. Pastors may excel in their leadership position because thisistheir
profession, much like an attorney will excel as an attorney because heis part of the
legal profession. Therefore, thechurchleader, in hiseffort to show hiscolleaguesand
hisdenomination hisprofessional abilities, can bean outstanding pastor. But it does
not mean for a moment that this proves that he has become saved. In too many
instances, knownonly to God, theseindividual sarenot at all humbl e shepherdswho
fear God and tremble before Him.

Ontheonehand, thetruepastors, who lovethe Lord and aredefinitely saved
andfear God andtremblebeforeHim, areconstantly and deeply concerned that each
doctrinethey teachisastrueto the Bible as possible. On the other hand, those who



28 WHEAT AND TARES

are not saved, but for whom preaching is a profession, are concerned about their
acceptance and approval by their fellow pastors and their denomination. So, they
follow their church confessions.

We should not be surprised at the awful indictment God makes concerning
the shepherdswho should be caretakers of theflocks. Thisindictment focusesonthe
local congregationsin thistimein history. We read about thisin Ezekiel 34. What
terrible language wefind there. God tellsusin Ezekiel 34:2-6:

Son of man, prophesy against the shepherds of I srael, prophesy, and
say unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD unto the shepherds; Woe
beto the shepherds of Israel that do feed themselves! should not the
shepherds feed the flocks? Ye eat the fat, and ye clothe you with the
wool, yekill them that arefed: but yefeed not theflock. The diseased
have ye not strengthened, neither have ye healed that which was
sick, neither have ye bound up that which was broken, neither have
ye brought again that which wasdriven away, neither have ye sought
that which was lost; but with force and with cruelty have ye ruled
them. And they were scattered, because there is no shepherd: and
they became meat to all the beasts of the field, when they were
scattered. My sheep wandered through all the mountains, and upon
every high hill: yea, my flock was scattered upon all the face of the
earth, and none did search or seek after them.

What terrible language is recorded in these verses.

If Satan can fill a local congregation with people who
appear to be saved but are not saved, then that church will
be a very ineffective means of building the kingdom of God.

We can now increasingly see Satan’s plan as he, the adversary of Christ,
opposes Christ. If Satan canfill alocal congregation with peoplewho appear to be
saved but arenot saved, thenthat churchwill beavery ineffectivemeansof building
thekingdom of God. If he can put unsaved people (who may believethey aresaved),
inthespiritual |eadership positionsof the church, hecan moreeffectively neutralize
that church as avehicle of God to reach the world for Christ.

Mystery of Iniquity Already Working
Now we can understand Il Thessalonians 2:7, which reads:

For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: only he who now
letteth will let, until he be taken out of the way.

Satan’ sassault onthelocal churches, asheplanted taresin them throughout
the church age, was not understood by the true believers or by anyone else. It was
amystery. Infact, any truth of the Bible remainsamystery until God revealsit. We
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have repeatedly learned that God has awell-defined timetable for revealing truth.
Each truth of the Bible is revealed to God's people in accordance with God's
timetable. The mystery wasthe fact that even though Satan was bound for aperiod
of time, represented by athousand years, the entire duration of the church age, he
could and would still wage war on the churches by sowing tares among the wheat.
Thisphenomenonwasnot at all understood by the churches. Thisiniquitous, wicked
activity was going on right under the noses of the church overseers, but they were
hardly aware of it. || Thessalonians 2, verse 7, declaresthat thiswas going on right
from the beginning of the church age. It was a mystery, and therefore, it was not
recognized by the early church fathers nor by anyone at any time during the church

age.

The Tares in the Congregation

Those in the congregation who are under the authority
of Satan are not at all sensitive to God’'s commands.

Those in the congregation who are under the authority of Satan are not at
all sensitiveto God' scommands. They may beearnestly tryingtofollow thedictates
of their denomination because that iswhat they promised to do when they became
amember. But they have no inner compulsion to carefully check out what they are
taught by searching the Bible. And when they hear that doctrines are being taught
on Family Radio, for example, that the seventh-day Sabbath wasaceremonial law,
and that water baptism and the Lord’ s Supper were ceremonial laws, they have no
desire to investigate these things in the Bible. This is because in their unsaved
condition, they do not tremble before the Word of God.

Likewise, when they hear that there are those who are teaching that the
church age has come to an end and the true believers are to forsake their local
congregation, their reaction can range fromtotal indifferencetolivid anger. In any
event, it will not cause uneasinessin their soul becausethey are still under Satan’s
authority. Their soul isstill spiritually dead so that thereisno part of their personality
that desiresto obey any and all the commandments of God.

However, thetrue believersinthe congregation areincreasingly disturbed
by the changesthey seeintheir own church andin many other denominations. They
are wondering how these changes could happen. They, therefore, begin searching
the Biblefor answers. In many instances, they feel compelled in their soul to leave
their congregation or they may be driven out because they are asking too many
embarrassing questions. This is happening throughout the Christian world.
Unfortunately, the tares appear to vastly outhumber the wheat, and so ordinarily,
thosewho are spiritually troubled appear to beavery small percentage of thewhole.

Present Church Parallels | srael

We should be surprised and dismayed as we receive this unhappy dismal
information. However, as we are learning about this, we must redlize that the
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situationinthelocal churchesof our day isvery parallel tothat whichexistedinlsragl
inthe daysof Jesus. Remember that for almost 1500 years, national Israel had been
appointed by God to be the caretaker of the Word of God. No other peoplein the
world were asintimately associated with God aswas Isradl. Infact, God used holy
men of Israel to writethe Bible asthe Holy Spirit moved them. And the Lord Jesus
our Messiah came from the nation of Israel.

. . . the situation in the local churches of our day is very
parallel to that which existed in Israel in the days of Jesus.

Nevertheless, as God neared the time when He would shift from the
institution of the nation of Israel being the caretaker of the Bibleto the church age,
Jesus had very ugly thingsto say about national Israel. For example, in Matthew
23:27-29 and 33, Jesus had thisto say of thereligiousrulers:

Woe unto you, scribesand Pharisees, hypocrites! for yearelikeunto
whited sepulchres, which indeed appear beautiful outward, but are
within full of dead men’s bones, and of all uncleanness. Even so ye
also outwardly appear righteous unto men, but within ye are full of
hypocrisy and iniquity. Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees,

hypocrites! because ye build the tombs of the prophets, and gar nish
the sepulchres of the righteous, . . . Ye serpents, ye generation of
vipers, how can ye escape the damnation of hell?

In John 8:43-45, Jesus had these terrible words to say of the Jews:

Why do ye not understand my speech? even because ye cannot hear
my word. Yeare of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father
yewill do. Hewas a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in
the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaketh alie,
he speaketh of his own: for heis a liar, and the father of it. And
because | tell you the truth, ye believe me not.

Wemust remember that the Phariseeswerethe Bibleteachersinthetemple
and the synagogue. The scribeswere the theol ogians. These men werethe spiritual
rulers of the congregations of Israel. They, together with a great many of the
congregation (thenation of | srael), appeared to bevery holy, devout, decent, moral,
righteous citizens of God' s kingdom. Judas, too, who betrayed Jesus, |ooked very
much like the other apostles but Jesus called him adevil (John 6:70). We have no
information that the eleven truly saved apostlesthought of Judas as being unsaved.

Unfortunately, that isthesituation that prevail sat the present timeinthelocal
churches. Wonderful, decent, moral, upright people lead the congregations as
pastors, elders, and deacons. And the congregations themselves consist of equally
decent, morally upright people.



HAROLD CAMPING 31

The question is, and it is a tremendously serious question: Are these
individuals wheat or tares? As we are learning in this study, we cannot know.
However, aswe go on in this study we will learn that there is a divine mechanism
by which God is presently separating the wheat from the tares.

We can now understand more easily the assertion of |1 Thessalonians 2:3
that thetimewould comethat the man of sin (Satan) would take hisseat (rule) inthe
temple(thelocal congregations). For many years, Satan hasbeenfilling thechurches
with his servants who are called “ministers of righteousness’ (Il Corinthians
11:15), therefore, as the true believers are driven out, and indeed, commanded to
comeout, thecongregationwill consist only of thosewho are servantsof Satan. Then,
because the Holy Spirit isno longer present to restrain Satan, Satan will indeed be
ruling in that congregation asan angel of light. Thelocal church will have become
likethechurch of Sardis(Revelation 3:1) except that therewill not evenbeafew true
believersleft in the church. The church has become dead.
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Chapter 4

Inthischapter, wewill examineonemorevery important question. How will
the separation of the wheat and the tares be brought about? God had made no
provision, Hehad provided no mechanism, to accomplishthisat any timethroughout
the church age. Somehow, it is to be accomplished during the time of the Great
Tribulation. But how will it beaccomplished?

The Wheat and the Tares are Separated

To answer this question, we must consider the nature of the Gospel that is
sentinto al of theworld. In1l Corinthians 2:14-16, God declares:

Now thanks be unto God, which always causeth us to triumph in
Christ, and maketh manifest the savour of his knowledge by usin
every place. For we are unto God a sweet savour of Christ, in them
that are saved, and in them that perish: To the onewe are the savour
of death unto death; and to the other the savour of lifeuntolife. And
who is sufficient for these things?

These versesteach usthat asthetrue believers send forth the Gospel there
will bethosewho cometo spiritual life, but there are otherswho comefurther under
thewrath of God. In Hebrews 4:12 God speaks of the Word of God as atwo-edged
sword. We get the picture that it cuts one way to bring salvation but it also cutsto
damn peopleto destruction.

Throughout the church age, the focus of the Gospel was on salvation and
building the external representation of the temple of God, which consists of all the
local congregations. We are taught by the Bible that in that temple there would be
true believers typified by the language “ gold, silver, and precious stones’ (I
Corinthians 3:11). They are equivalent to the wheat spoken of in the parabl e of the
wheat and the tares. God recognized that in that same temple there were also the
“wood, hay, and stubble’ (I Corinthians 3:11). They are equivalent to the tares
spoken of in the parable we are studying.

Wehavelearned that thetiming of theend of the church age coincideswith
the beginning of the Great Tribulation. However, after the end of the church there
still must bethefinal harvest.

Throughout the church age there were those who truly
became saved, and they became citizens of the eternal,
invisible church that will never come to an end.

Throughout the church age there were those who truly became saved, and
they became citizens of the eternal, invisible church that will never cometo anend.
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Infact, eventhough the church age (the age of the external visible church), hascome
toanend, Godistill addingtotheinvisibleeternal church asagreat multitudewhich
no man can number is becoming saved during the present time of the Great
Tribulation.

As we learned in the book “The End of the Church Age and After,” the
reaperswho are sent forthinthisfinal harvest, which takes place during the second
part of the Great Tribulation, will not besent out by thelocal congregations. They will
besavedindividualsoutside of thechurcheswhowill beharvesting agreat multitude
which no man can number (Revelation 7:9).

The Gospel they send forth should be much morefaithful to the Biblethan
that offered throughout the church age. However, therewill beonemajor changein
the context of the Gospel being sent forth. During the church age, a focus of the
Gospel wasidentified with thebuilding of thelocal congregations. Duringthechurch
age, believerswere, if possible, to be amember of alocal congregation.

Butinthislast harvest, the Gospel that isbeing presented has been focused
on teaching that the church age has come to an end and that God’s judgment ison
thelocal churches. God isno longer saving peoplein the churches.

If the true believers have not already been driven out of the local
congregations, they are to come out. The church spiritually has become Babylon.
Regardlessof how faithfully apastor may preach, the Holy Spiritisno longer working
in the churches to apply the Word of God to the hearts of the hearers so that they
might become saved.

It isthissituation and this command by God that isthe means by which the
separation of the wheat and tares is accomplished.

The Reapers Gather the Tares

In Matthew 13:30, we read another phrase that we must deal with aswe
carefully study the parable of the wheat and the tares. We read there:

Let both grow together until the harvest: and in the time of harvest
| will say to thereapers, Gather yetogether first the tares, and bind
them in bundlesto burn them: but gather the wheat into my barn.

We should examine the phrase, “in the time of harvest | will say to the
reapers, Gather ye together first the tares.” We have aready learned in our
study that the reapers are the true believers as they send forth the Gospel.

How isit that God can say they are to gather the tares and bind them into
bundles? Isn’t that the work of God?

In answer to that question, we must remember that as God sends out the
Gospel, it istrue that God the Holy Spirit does all the work. He does the work of
bringing people to salvation. Furthermore, the Gospel does the work of bringing
further judgment upon those who do not become saved. Y et, aswe read the Bible,
God uses|anguage from time to time to show that the true believers, asthey arein
the business of obeying God by sending forth the Gospel, are almost spoken of asif
they themselves are doing the saving.
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God identifies the true believers very closely with what
the work of the Gospel is doing.

We must remember that God is not saying we do the saving. But, because
we havebeen assigned thetask of sending forththe Gospel, we are obediently doing
s0. It isthat Gospel that does the spiritual work. However, God identifies the true
believersvery closely with what the work of the Gospel isdoing.

For example, God speaks about these reapersin John 4:36, where we read:

And he that reapeth receiveth wages, and gathereth fruit unto life
eternal: that both he that soweth and he that reapeth may reoice
together.

We have already understood the reapers to be the true believers as they
faithfully send forththe Gospel . Thereapersarebusy bringinginthe harvest asthey
faithfully sharethe Gospel and peoplearebeing saved. Inso doing, Godissayingthey
are gathering fruit unto eternal life. The harvest of believers is the fruit that is
gathered.

Weread, for example, in Matthew 12:30:

Hethat is not with meisagainst me; and he that gathereth not with
me scatter eth abroad.

Thisverseissayingthat as Godisbusy doing Hiswork of gathering people,
either into salvation or into judgment, He useslanguage that those who are sending
forth the Gospel are gathering with Him asthey proclaim the Gospel. Therefore, in
similar fashion astrue believers publish abroad that the church age has ended they
are gathering the tares together. This teaching that the church age has ended isan
integral part of the Gospel that God works through to accomplish this gathering.

They, too, must understand the time that we are living in, and
in so doing, Christ with us is gathering the tares to be burned.

As God' strue believers faithfully declare this to the world, the churches
whicharethelocal congregations, also hear this. They, too, must understand thetime
that wearelivingin, andin so doing, Christ with usisgathering thetaresto be burned.
Thisisthemeaning of Matthew 13, verse 30, that saysthereapersareto gather tares
together and bind them in bundlesin preparation for burning.

IntheBook of Jeremiah, Godisfocusing ontheend of churchageand God' s
judgment on the churches. Thedestruction of Jerusalem by the Babyloniansisused
asaprime example of that judgment. Inthat setting, God declares, for example, in
Jeremiah 5:15-17, and 20:
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Lo, | will bringanation upon you from far, O houseof | srael, saiththe
LORD: it isa mighty nation, it is an ancient nation, a nation whose
language thou knowest not, neither understandest what they say.
Their quiver is as an open sepulchre, they are all mighty men. And
they shall eat up thine harvest, and thy bread, which thy sonsand thy
daughters should eat: they shall eat up thy flocks and thine herds:
they shall eat up thy vinesand thy fig trees: they shall impoverish thy
fenced cities, wherein thou trustedst, with thesword. . . . Declarethis
in the house of Jacob, and publish it in Judah, . ..

Jeremiah 4:16-17 further commands:

M ake ye mention to the nations; behold, publish against Jerusalem,
that watchers come from a far country, and give out their voice
against the cities of Judah. Askeepersof afield, arethey against her
round about; because she hath been rebellious against me, saith the
LORD.

Thissame command isechoed in Revelation 14:6-7:

And | saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the
everlasting gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and
to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people, Saying with a
loud voice, Fear God, and give glory to him; for the hour of his
judgment iscome: and wor ship him that made heaven, and earth, and
the sea, and the fountains of waters.

Aswelearned earlier in this study, throughout the church age, anintegral
part of the Gospel declaration was the command to become a member of a local
congregation. It was there that individual s could become baptized in water. It was
there that they could observe the Lord' s Supper. It was there that they were under
the spiritual oversight of the overseers of the congregation. Only in the event of
serioussinwasanyone excommunicated from the congregation. Thosewho became
members were to be regarded as having become truly saved, having becometruly
bornagain.

However, we also |earned that no one could absolutely know which of the
members were already saved. Thisis so because no one can look into the heart or
soul of anindividual. Only God can do that.

It isin the time of the latter rain, when the final harvest
is brought in, that God has provided the mechanism by which
the wheat and the tares can be separated.

However, itisinthetimeof thelatter rain, when thefinal harvest isbrought
in, that God has provided the mechanism by which the wheat and the tares can be
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separated. He does this by first of all giving the information that once the Great
Tribulation has begun within the local congregations, the Holy Spirit is no longer
applyingtheWord of God to the heartsof those who are under the hearing of church
preaching. Aswereadin Il Thessalonians 2:7:

For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: only he who now
letteth [restraineth] will let [restrain] until he be taken out of the way
[the midst].

TheHoly Spirit wasinthe midst of the congregation throughout the church
agetorestrain Satan fromfrustrating God’ spurposeto save. TheHoly Spirit applies
God’ sWordtothelivesof thosewhom God has chosen to become saved. M oreover,
during the Great Tribulation, theman of sin, who can be shownto be Satan, hastaken
his seat (that is, herules) inthetemple (thelocal congregation).

These solemn declarations are to be published throughout the world and to
thechurchesasweare commanded in Jeremiah 5 and Revelation 14. During thetime
of the Great Tribulation, thelocal churcheshavebecomespiritually Babylon because
Satan who is the king of spiritual Babylon has made the local congregations his
palace, the seat of his government. Because he comes as an angel of light (Il
Corinthians 11:14), and asthefather of lies (John 8:44), membersof |ocal churches
believethey are worshiping Christ but in actuality, they are worshiping Satan.

God’s Command to Come out of the Local Church

Therefore, anintegral andimportant part of the Gospel that isto besent forth
during thetimeof thefinal harvestisthecommandthat if they havenot already been
driven out of the church, they areto come out of thelocal churches, which God now
calls“Babylon.” Weread thisin the following passages.

Matthew 24:15: When ye therefore shall see the abomination of
desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy place, (whoso
readeth, let him understand:)

Luke21:20-21: And when ye shall see Jerusalem compassed with
armies, then know that the desolation thereof is nigh. Then let them which
arein Judea fleeto the mountains; and let them which arein the midst of it
depart out; and let not them that are in the countries enter thereinto.

Revelation 18:4: And | heard another voicefrom heaven, saying, Come
out of her, my people, that ye be not partakersof her sins, and that yereceive
not of her plagues.

Jeremiah12:7: | have forsaken mine house, | have left mine
heritage; | have given the dearly beloved of my soul into the hand of her
enemies.
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Jeremiah51:6: Flee out of the midst of Babylon, and deliver every
man hissoul: benot cut off in her iniquity; for thisisthetimeof theLORD’S
vengeance; he will render unto her a recompence.

It is this command to come out of the local churches that
is to be published throughout the world.

Itisthiscommand to come out of thelocal churchesthat isto be published
throughout theworld. It isthe mechanism by which God isseparating thewheat from
the tares. True, many true believers are driven from the churches. Perhaps when
they were members of churches they insisted too strongly that there should be
greater fidelity to the Word of God. They are typified by the two witnesses of
Revelation 11 who have been killed by the churches.

But thetruebelieverswho remainwithinthe churchesareto comeout. They
are to come out because God's judgment has fallen on each and every church
wherever it may belocated throughout theworld. Furthermore, they areto come out
becausethey still havethetask of presenting the true Gospel to thewholeworld as
thefinal harvestisbroughtin.

They, aswell as the great multitude who are saved during the time of the
latter rain, which is occurring during the last part of the Great Tribulation, are to
publishinall theworldthat thechurch ageisfinished and Godisbringinginthefinal
harvest asthetrue Gospel isproclaimed by saved individuals. And the true Gospel
includesthe seriousdecl aration, the command that thetruebelieversareto comeout
of the churches.

It is by this means that the wheat is being separated from the tares. Those
who are true believers within the local churches had been given anew resurrected
soul at the time they became saved. In their new resurrected soul, they never want
tosin. They have cometolovethe Bible asthe voice of God, and they live out their
lifeinfear and trembling before God (Philippians2:12-13). Therefore, whenthey see
the spiritual decay within their churches and also begin to hear that the Bible
addressesthisproblem, they haveagreat desireto know God’ swill concerning these
matters. While they may have great respect for their church and their pastor, they
have amuch greater respect for the Bible, which they know isthe ultimate and final
authority.

And so, intheir uneasiness about these matters, they will read and study the
Biblevery carefully and pray that God will givethemwisdom. IntheBible, they will
discover that they have been commanded to leave their local church.

Of course, therewill bethosewho forsakethe congregation who arenot true
believers. They may usetheteaching of theend of thechurchageasan alibi for their
disobediencewithinthe churchesduring thetimewhenthelocal churcheswerestill
the holy place whereinthe Holy Spirit was saving people. However, by coming out
of thechurches, they have placed themsel vesin an environment where Godissaving
people asthe true Gospel is sent forth into all the world by individuals. Therefore,
thereisstill the possibility that they might become saved.
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First Bind the Tares

As we continue our study of the wheat and tares parable, some questions
remain concerning the proper understanding of Matthew 13:30, where we read:

Let both grow together until the harvest: and in the time of harvest
I will say to thereapers, Gather yetogether first the tares, and bind
them in bundlesto burn them: but gather the wheat into my barn.

How areweto understand the sequencethat thetaresareto befirst gathered
and bound to be cast into the fire and then the wheat will be brought into the barn?
Moreover, what does this verse mean when it teaches that the tares will be bound
intobundles?

Judgment First Comes to the Local Church

The sequence of events can readily be understood if we remember the
principlethat at the beginning of the Great Tribulation, God bringsjudgment onthe
local congregations, where the wheat and the tares have coexisted throughout the
church age. The wheat (the true believers) who are driven out and/or commanded
to comeout of the churcheswill continueto existintheworld until thelast day. They
aretheinvisible eternal church that can never be destroyed.

The gathering of all of this wheat into the barn
must identify with the last day when the harvesting will have
been compl eted.

Infact, agreat additional harvest of wheat will betaking placebecauseitis
duringthelast part of thetribul ation that thefinal harvest of believersistaking place.
Itisduringthistimethat thefinal additionsto God’ sinvisibleeternal churchistaking
place. Thegathering of all of thiswheat into the barn must identify with thelast day
whentheharvesting will becompleted. When Christ returnsfor Hiselect, thewheat
will begatheredintothebarn. That is, all true believerswill be caught up to bewith
Christinthe air and be given their eternal resurrected bodies.

However, duringthe Great Tribulation, thereisactivity going onwithinthe
local churcheswherethetaresarefound. We havelearned that thetares are church
memberswho have not become saved. Therefore, their spiritual eyeshavenot been
opened to the reality of the end of the age of the local congregations. They do not
want to obey God’ scommand to believersto comeout of thesechurches. Thus, they
will resist, they will arguethat thetimehasnot cometo obey thiscommand, they will
argue that this command is not reasonabl e, etc.

Itisat thistimethat God will beginto bindthemto preparethemfor thefinal
destruction.
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God Sends Them a Strong Delusion

The Bible teaches that there are at |east two waysin which God will bind
them. Thefirst way isthat they will be given astrong delusion. The second way is
that they will be given ears that cannot hear the truth.

Thestrong delusionisspokenof in |l Thessalonians2:11. Thecontext of this
chapter isthe time when the man of sin (Satan) has taken his seat (he rules) in the
temple(inthelocal congregations). Il Thessal onians2:9 speaksof Satan coming with
signsand lying wonders, and then weread in verse 10:

And with all deceivableness of unrighteousnessin them that perish;
because they received not the love of the truth, that they might be
saved.

Il Thessalonians 2, verses 11 and 12 then warn:

And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they
should believe alie: That they all might be damned who believed not
the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness.

They are easily deluded and believe alie because they are citizens of the
kingdom of Satan. For example, because they are deluded, they easily fall for the
snares of Satan, such as signs and wonders, and tongues etc.

God Closes Their Ears and Blinds Them
The second warning that isgiven isin the language of Jeremiah 5:21:

Hear now this, O foolish people, and without under standing; which
have eyes, and see not; which have ears, and hear not:

Itisfurther amplifiedin Acts28:26-27:

Saying, Go unto thispeople, and say, Hearing ye shall hear, and shall
not understand; and seeing ye shall see, and not perceive: For the
heart of thispeopleiswaxed gross, and their earsaredull of hearing,
and their eyes have they closed; lest they should see with their eyes,
and hear with their ears, and under stand with their heart, and should
be converted, and | should heal them.

In this context, it can be shown that Paul is a picture of or represents the
believerswho have been driven out of the churchesat theend of thechurch age. The
leaders of the Jews, in this context, can be shown to represent those who remainin
the local congregations at the end of the church age. They have heard that God has
shifted from the age when God used local churches as the caretakers of the Bible
tothetimeof thelatter rain, when God isusing individual sto evangelize theworld.

These Jewish leaders wanted to listen to Paul’ s words but they showed a
prejudice against him. Acts 28, verse 22, reports:
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But we desire to hear of thee what thou thinkest: for as concerning
this sect, we know that every where it is spoken against.

However, Paul, who was one of thefinest theol ogians of that day, diligently
taught what he had learned. Acts 28, verse 23, explains:

And when they had appointed him aday, therecamemany tohim into
his lodging; to whom he expounded and testified the kingdom of
God, persuading them concerning Jesus, both out of the law of
Moses, and out of the prophets, from morning till evening.

Paul shared the truths he had been preaching with these Jewish leadersand
because it was God' s Word that Paul was teaching, one would expect the Jewish
leadersto bevery interested and troubled by the thingsthey werelearning. But that
did not happen.

Theconclusion of their meetingwith Paul issummed upin Acts28:29, where
weread:

And when he had said these wor ds, the Jews departed, and had great
reasoning among themselves.

Thus, the Bible teaches they applied their own thinking to determine the
reasonabl eness of the truths Paul had brought them. They were not at all ready to
accept God's Word and obey it. The consequence of their unreadiness or
unwillingnessto accept thesetruths and be obedient to themisgiveninthewords of
Acts28:25-28:

And when they agreed not among themselves, they departed, after
that Paul had spoken oneword, Well spaketheHoly Ghost by Esaias
the prophet unto our fathers, Saying, Go unto this people, and say,
Hearing ye shall hear, and shall not understand; and seeing ye shall
see, and not perceive: For the heart of this people is waxed gross,
and their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes have they closed;
lest they should see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and
understand with their heart, and should be converted, and | should
heal them. Beit known therefore unto you, that the salvation of God
is sent unto the Gentiles, and that they will hear it.

These verses teach that they had ears that cannot hear and eyes that
cannot see.

Actually, these verses in Acts 28 introduce us to aterrible truth. In the
historical setting, these verses are addressed to the leaders of the Jewswho lived in
Rome, and these Jewsfaced thefact that God shifted from using the synagoguesand
temple or national Israel as the caretaker of the Bible to the utilization of local
congregations as they would exist throughout the church age. Aswe have seen, in
the spiritual application, the Jewish leadersarerepresentative of themembersof the
local churchesduring the Great Tribulation.
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Therefore, weseeavery definite parallel and anequal spiritual conditionin
thelocal congregationsat the end of the church ageandin national Israel at theend
of the time God used the nation of Israel asthe caretaker of the Gospel. Thus, we
should look abit more carefully at the spiritual condition of national Israel fromthe
time God shifted to the church age and al the way to the present day.

In Matthew 13, Jesus explains why He spoke in parables as He preached
to the people of Israel. Matthew 13:15 declares:

For this people's heart is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of
hearing, and their eyesthey have closed; lest at any timethey should
see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and should understand
with their heart, and should be converted, and | should heal them.

Please note that this verse is essentially the same as Acts 28:25-28. We
cannot misstheidentical teachingin both passageseventhoughinthefirstinstance,
Matthew 13:15wasspeaking directly to thenation of | srael while Acts28:25-28 was
stated shortly after the church age had begun. Acts 28:25-28 is anticipating the
conditionthat will existinthelocal congregationsat thetime of theend of thechurch
age. Therefore, we should determine what else God has to say of national Israel,
particularly asit relatesto | srael at thetime God finished using them as caretaker of
theGospel.

Romans11isan especialy helpful part of the Biblein connection with the
guestionweareexamining. Thewhol e chapter speaks of the spiritual conditionthat
existed in national Israel afew decades after God made the shift to the church age.
The chapter opens with the question: Has God cast away His people? The context
showsthat national Israel isinview. Theanswer comesvery clearly in Romans 11,
verse 5, where God says:

Even so then at this present time also there is a remnant accor ding
to the election of grace.

This verse speaks of a remnant and we read the solemn declaration of
Romans 11, verses 7 and 8, where God says.

What then? I srael hath not obtained that which he seeketh for; but
the election hath obtained it, and the rest were blinded (According
asit iswritten, God hath given them the spirit of ssumber, eyesthat
they should not see, and ears that they should not hear;) unto this

day.

These verses teach that except for a remnant of the people who became
saved, therest wereblinded. Immediately, two very important truths shoul d be noted.
First, thelanguage that declaresthat the rest were blinded agrees with the language
weexamined abit earlier in Matthew 13:14-15, where God warned in this prophecy
that, “By hearing ye shall hear, and shall not understand; and seeing ye shall
see, and shall not perceive.”
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The second important truth we must immediately recognize isthat only a
remnant would remain faithful. A remnant isatiny part of thewhole. God usesthe
illustrationin Romans 11:4 of the 7,000 that remained faithful duringthetimeof Elijah.
Atthat time, the nation could have had perhapsonetotwo million peopleinit. Seven
thousand islessthan one percent of one million. Wemust understand that aremnant
isavery tiny part of thewhole.

As we continue to look at the nation of Israel, we read the prophecy in
Romans11:25that thisblindnesswoul d continueuntil theend of theworld. That verse
declares:

For | would not, brethren, that ye should beignorant of thismystery,
lest ye should be wisein your own conceits; that blindnessin part is
happened to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in.

Two factsinthisverse should be observed. Thefirst isthat the phrase“the
fulness of the Gentiles [the nations] be comein,” pointsto the end of salvation.
It teachesthat blindnessin part will remainon national | srael aslongasoneindividual
remainsinthewholeworld who still must be saved. When thelast oneof God' select
is saved, we know that the harvest will be completed. Thus, we know that this
blindness of the people of national Israel will continue until the end of theworld.

The second truth we should note is that this verse declares that a part of
national Israel will bein blindness. That meansthat there isalso a part of national
Israel that will betruebelievers. At thetime Romans 11 waspenned, thesebelievers
were spoken of as aremnant. God gives the exampl e of the 7,000, which was |ess
than one per cent of the population of the nation of Israel in Elijah’sday. How big
istheremnant at thetimethelast of the nationsare being saved? The Bible does not
answer that in aclear way. However, becausewelivevery near the end of time, we
canreadily understandthat itisstill avery tiny remnant of thewholenation of | sragl.
Today, the percentage of people of Jewish descent who havebecometrue believers
in Christ isavery tiny number. However, these true believers are not members of
the Jewish synagogues. They are outside of these synagogues.

However, these true believers are not members of
the Jewish synagogues.

Thisbringsusto avery terrible, avery unhappy conclusion. Remember that
God usesvirtually identical language as He prophesi ed concerning the blindnessthat
cameon national Israel and the blindnessthat will come onthosewho remaininthe
local churchesduring thetimeof the Great Tribulation. Thisblindnessdirectly relates
to the parable of thewheat and thetares. Thetareswill be bound in bundlesas God
preparesthem for the Day of Judgment. God bindsthem by blinding themasHehas
donetonational Isragl. A further contributiontothat blindingisthefact that God gives
them astrong delusion so that they become very susceptibleto thelies of thosewho
trust their churches rather than the Bible.
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Theparallel nature of the shift from national | srael to thetime of thechurch
ageandtheshift fromthe church agetothetimeof thelatter rain, when God assigned
thetask of the caretaking of the Gospel to individual s rather than the institution of
the church, makesusstrongly suspect that the blindness of thosein the churcheswill
beasgreat astheblindness of thosein the synagoguesduring the daysof the apostles
and which continuesin the synagoguestoday. If that istrue, it meansthat when the
end comes, virtually al local congregationswill havechanged very littlefromtheway
they aretoday. Virtually nonewill disband asawhol e congregation. Themembership
will not believethetruth that God isno longer present in their congregation.

Moreover, we suspect that only atiny percentage of those in the present
congregations will finally see the truth and come out of their church as God has
commanded. Wouldn't it be wonderful if the prognostications of this paragraph
should proveto bealtogether wrong and asizabl e percentage of the people do come
out? How marvelous that would be! However, it is sadly likely that the spiritual
condition of local congregationstoday isat best similar to that which existed inthe
church at Sardis (Revelation 3). It was adead church even though it still had afew
truebelieversinit.

God Will Not Save Any Longer

When we examine the verses, Matthew 13:15 and Acts 28:25-28, a bit
longer, we read something that should startle and frighten us. Weread in Matthew
1315

For this people's heart is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of
hearing, and their eyesthey have closed; lest at any timethey should
see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and should understand
with their heart, and should be converted, and | should heal them.

TheseversesarefromIsaiah 6:9-10, which givesfurther explanation. There
weread:

And hesaid, Go, and tell thispeople, Hear yeindeed, but under stand
not; and see ye indeed, but perceive not. Make the heart of this
people fat, and make their ears heavy, and shut their eyes; lest they
see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with
their heart, and convert, and be healed.

These verses are teaching that it is God who is closing
the heart, the ears, and the eyes of the hearers of
the Gospel, lest they become saved.

Theseversesareteaching usthat it is God who isclosing the heart, and the
ears, and the eyes of the hearers of the Gospel, lest they become saved.
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How can this be? The purpose of the Gospel isto save people. But these
versesdeclarethat therewill beatimewhen God will deliberately closetheearsand
eyes of those who hear the Gospel so that the hearers cannot become saved.

Now we can understand these verses. There are two areas of the world in
which this ominous warning has become afact. Thefirst areaisthe synagogues of
the Jewish nation. During thetime Jesusand the apostles preached inthem, very few
people became saved, and the situation continuesto today. The synagogue |eaders
do not want Christ astheir Savior.

The second area where these verses apply even more forcibly isin the
local churches at the end of the church age. God sends them a strong delusion.
That is, God isdeliberately preventing anyone from becoming saved. No longer is
there any grace and mercy within these churches. How awful! How terrible! This
fliesin the face of everything the Gospel is. We send the Gospel into the world so
that people might become saved but now, because Gods righteous judgment has
fallenupontheloca congregations, salvationisnot possiblewithinthem. Thesituation
is serious because it is al over the world, and when Jesus comes to destroy the
world, then, too, there will be no mercy. Therewill be no more salvation possible.

We have |learned that there cannot be salvation within the local churches
becausetheHoly Spiritisnolongerinthemidst of thecongregationto apply theWord
of God to the hearts of the elect. Thisreminds us of the versesin Ezekiel 22:30-31:

And | sought for a man among them, that should make up the hedge,
and stand in the gap before mefor theland, that | should not destroy
it: but | found none. Therefore have | poured out mine indignation
upon them; | have consumed them with the fire of my wrath: their
own way havel recompensed upon their heads, saith the Lord GOD.

The context shows that “the land” that God has in view is the local
congregations. Theonly manwho can prevent God from destroying that land is Jesus
Christ. But the verse ominously declares, “I found none.” Therefore, verse 31
continues by speaking of God’ sjudgment falling on their heads.

Now we can see how God bindsthetaresto preparethem for burning. The
warningisclear. Inthese days, God commandsthetruebelievers(thewheat) toflee
from the local churches. Those who are not true believers (the tares) will argue
againstit. Intheprocess, if they arenot God' select, God will intrudeintotheir lives
by makingitimpossiblefor themto understand theterribledanger they arein asthey
insist on remaining withinthe churches. Hearing they shall not hear. Their spiritual
eyeswill beclosed. Thefact isthat God will delude them to make them believethe
liesof thosewhoinsist that al iswell inthelocal church.

From the vantage point of being able to look back on the history of the
churchesand denominations, weknow of onesituationinagreat many churchesthat
greatly facilitates God' sterriblejudgment of blinding theeyesand deluding theminds
of theologiansand Bibleteachers. Wewill ook at thissituation and seehow it relates
to the Biblical teaching that we have come to the end of the church age and we are
now commanded to leave thelocal church.



HAROLD CAMPING 45

Bible Hermeneutics

Biblical hermeneutics is the science of Bible interpretation.

Every seminary and every denomination utilizes ateaching method called
Biblical hermeneutics. Biblical hermeneuticsisthe science of Bibleinterpretation,
that is, rules have been established to guide the reader of the Bible to properly
understand what God is saying to him as he reads the Bible.

Aswe look back on the early theologians of the church age, something of
great significance surfaces. One of the earliest theologians of the church agewasa
man named Origen who was born in the year A.D. 185. He was a Bible teacher in
the town of his birth, Alexandria, and then later, he established a Bible school in
Caesarea. In the 1959 edition of The Encyclopaedia Britannica, a church historian
writes that Origen was “the most distinguished and most influential of all the
theologians of the ancient church, with the possible exception of Augustine.” This
church historian callsspecial attention to Origen’ steaching of Bibleinterpretation or
Bible hermeneutics, and says that Origen “distinguishes a three fold sense of
Scripture, agrammatical-historical, amoral, and apneumatic (spiritual), thelast being
the proper and highest sense.”

Origen “distinguishes a three fold sense of ripture,
a grammatical-historical, a moral, and a pneumatic (spiritual),
the last being the proper and highest sense.”

Thehistorical record showsthat Origentaught somedoctrinesthat were not
as Biblical as they should have been. But in the matter of Bible interpretation, it
appears that he was entirely correct. These very same principles of interpretation
have been taught by Family Radio during the past several decades (see “First
Principlesof Bible Study”), even though Family Radio was completely unaware of
Origen’ steachings.

Great Care Must Be Exercised

Thehermeneutical principlethat wastaught by Origenand presently isused
by Family Radio requiresgreat careto avoid conclusionsthat areunbiblical. Thefirst
level, thegrammatical-historical teaching, isusually self evident. Thesecond level, the
moral teaching, may not beaseasily seen but thefinding of thislevel of understanding
does not readily produce conclusions contrary to the Bible' steaching.

It is the third level, the spiritual, that can produce
serious non-Biblical results.
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Itisthethirdlevel, thespiritual , that can produce seriousnon-Biblical results.
Aswestudy the Bible, wefind that several rulesmust befollowed carefully to avoid
making a shambles of the most important intent of the Scriptures. When we search
the Bible, welearnto keep at least three very important principlesin mind aswetry
todiscover thespiritual meaning of metaphors, allegories, similes, and parables. These
threeprinciplesareasfollows.

1. Thethirdlevel, the spiritual meaning, must relateto the Gospel. Wecannot
look at theBiblical historical account andtry toidentify it with political nationsor any
past or present secular phenomenon. The spiritual meaning must identify with some
aspect of God's Gospel program that is discussed in the Bible.

2. When the Bible gives an account of an historical situation, the spiritual
meaning of wordsand phrasesemployedinthat Biblical account must bederived from
theBible.

3. The spiritual conclusionsderived from an historical account inthe Bible
must be in agreement with everything else the Bible teaches concerning God's
salvation program. If wearriveat aconclusion that is contrary to theteaching of the
Bible concerning God’ s Gospel program, thenimmediately, we know that we have
not correctly understood the spiritual meaning of the passage.

We havelearned that thewholeBibleand every part of the Bibleisteaching
something about Christ and Hiswonderful plan of salvation. Thus, thewholeBibleand
every part of it isaspiritual book. That iswhy weread in | Corinthians 2:13:

Which things also we speak, not in the words which man’s wisdom
teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual
thingswith spiritual.

Aswehaveindicated, the search for the spiritual or Gospel meaning of any
versecanbevery difficult. It requiresagreat understanding of someteachingsof the
Bible. It requires searching through the Bible for many, many hours. It requires
constant prayer that theHoly Spirit will help usand open our eyestotruth. It requires
atotal commitment to the principlethat each and every wordintheoriginal languages
of the Bible were the very words that God had made a part of His Bible message.
Thus, each and every word and phrase in the Bible must be considered important.

God Shows Us How He Wrote The Bible

Thebasisfor the above method of BibleinterpretationisfoundintheBible
itself. Weknow from passagessuch as Jeremiah 36:2and | | Samuel 23:1-2that every
word of the Bible comes from the mouth of God. Jeremiah 36:2 declares:

Taketheearoll of abook, and writetherein all thewordsthat | have
spoken unto thee against |srael, and against Judah, and against all
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the nations, from the day | spake unto thee, from the days of Josiah,
even unto this day.

Il Samuel 23:1-2 declares:

Now these bethelast wordsof David. David the son of Jesse said, and
the man who wasraised up on high, theanointed of the God of Jacob,
and the sweet psalmist of Israel, said, The Spirit of the LORD spake
by me, and hisword was in my tongue.

We learn from verses such as Matthew 13:34-35 that Jesus constantly
utilized parables when He taught. We read there:

All these things spake Jesus unto the multitude in parables;, and
without a parable spake he not unto them: That it might be fulfilled
which was spoken by the prophet, saying, | will open my mouth in
parables; | will utter things which have been kept secret from the
foundation of theworld.

Simply stated, aparabl e, which al so may be called ametaphor or anallegory,
is an earthly story with a heavenly meaning. We must remember that the Bible
teaches that Jesus is the Word of God (John 1).

. .. We can be sure that everything written in the Bible
is the Word of Christ.

Sincethe Bibleisthe Word of God and Christ isthe Word of God, we can
be sure that everything written in the Bible isthe Word of Christ.

Therefore, when the Bible says, “without a parable spake he not unto
them,” we can be certain that thewhole Bibleispresented to uswith agreat number
of absolutely trustworthy historical facts, but until wefind the Gospel meaning hidden
withinthesehistorical facts, we have not beguntoreceivetherich spiritual blessings
that areinherent in every part of the Bible.

It isfor these reasons that we can know that in the days of Origen, at least
in theteaching of the proper method of Bibleinterpretation, they had cometo truth.

The Bible Hermeneutic |'s Abused

However, the church historical record showsthat early on, seriousabuses of
this method of Bible interpretation began to occur. By the time of Augustine, who
came on the scene about 200 years after Origen and who wasaprominent bishopin
the Roman Catholic Church, the spiritual understanding of Bible phraseswasbeing
warped to correspond with the desires of the church. It was no longer possible to
obtain atrue understanding of the Bible.
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Apparently during thefollowing millennium, until thedaysof the Reformation,
the understanding of proper Bible interpretation continued to degenerate. This
degeneration coincided with the massive abusesthat had become anintegral part of
the church and which set the stage for the Reformation.

The Printing Press

About theyear 1455, beginning withthe Gutenberg Bible, it becamepossible
toprint Bibles. Prior to that time, all Bibleswere handwritten. Therefore, they were
exceedingly rareand very expensive. Moreover, most peoplewereilliterate. Usually,
only achurch or aseminary possessed aBible.

The beginning of printing was probably the most significant
event that brought about the Reformation.

However, the invention of the printing press changed all that. Soon it was
possiblefor increasing numbersof peopleto possessand read Biblesfor themsel ves.
They no longer could be deceived by church leaderswho until that time had control
over what was taught, and so they taught what they wished to teach about God and
Hissalvation plan. Thus, the beginning of printing was probably themost significant
event that brought about the Reformation. I ncreasing numbers of people could read
the Bibleand thusbecameaware of the spiritual abusesof the churches. Great abuses
in doctrine and in practice became evident to many people.

Atthesametime, God raised up menlikeCalvin, Luther, Zwingli, Knox, and
others who dared to fault the established church. Because increasing numbers of
people were able to own and read a Bible, the teachings of these Reformers were
understood and applauded by many more people.

We must remember the Biblical principlethat God givesin Romans 10:17:

So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.

The increasing numbers of Bibles available in the various languages of
Europe brought about agreat spiritual awakening throughout that part of theworld.
Many people now had accessto Biblesthat had been translated and printed in their
native languages. Thus, the invention of the printing presswas probably the single

greatest means that God used to bring about the Reformation.

.. . it was during this time that many of the Confessions
of the Protestant churches were written.

At the same time, men like Calvin and Luther, etc., began to strenuously
object to the massive abuses that characterized the church of that day. Asaresult
of the printing press, their complaints could be distributed and read widely.
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Furthermore, they began to publish more correct teachings concerning Bibletruth.
Thus, it wasduring thistimethat many of the Confessionsof the Protestant churches
were written. For example, at thistime the Belgic Confession, the Canons of Dort,
the Heidel berg Catechism, the Augsberg Confession, the Westminister Confession,
andthe Baptist Confessionwerewritten. These Confessionsgreatly assisted thelocal
churches and denominationsin their return to amore Biblical understanding of the
truth of God’ sWord.

However, already in the Confessions that were written at this period of
history, contradictions began to appear. For example, the two New Testament
ceremonial laws, water baptism and the Lord’s Supper, were called sacraments,
and statements were made that the observance of these ceremonial laws brought
spiritual merit. It was not understood that they were ceremonial laws. It wastaught
that water baptism seal ed the participant into the covenant. It was taught that faith
that God gave the prospective believer was the instrument God worked through to
bring that person to salvation.

These contradictions have persisted to the present day so that every church
now tendsto preach agospel that isnot based on the Biblical truth that only God can
save aperson and no human can make the slightest contribution to his salvation.

But now let us return to Origen and his teaching of Bible interpretation.
Remember we saw that he was exceedingly Biblical when hetaught that everything
intheBiblehad withinit aspiritual meaning. Remember, too, that early on, histeaching
was seriously corrupted by the church so that by the time of the Reformation, the
church’ steaching of Bibleinterpretation needed careful correction.

Seeds of Death Are Sown

Amazingly, as the task of correcting the abuses of the church was
undertaken, the conclusionsadopted by the Ref ormersbecamethe seedsof deathfor
thechurch. Instead of realizingtheBiblical correctnessof Origen’ spositiononBible
interpretation and carefully finetuning the Biblical rulesto protect it, they threw away
everything he taught and developed a Biblical hermeneutic that was completely
unbiblical.

.. . we therefore should see Christ on every page of the Bible.

The church theologians did not understand that the Bible has one central
message that permeates every page of the Bible. The central message of the Bible
isGod' s Gospel plan of salvation. Since Christ is central to this plan, wetherefore
should see Christ on every page of the Bible. That is, every historical account inthe
Bibleisan absolutely true and trustworthy fact of history and must be understood as
the Word of God in which some aspect of the Gospel was hidden.

Instead, beginning with Calvinand L uther and continuing throughtheyears
following the Reformation, they came upwiththeprincipleof literal interpretation. In
the book Things to Come, the author Dr. Dwight Pentecost offers a quote of one
commonly held definition of “literal interpretation.” Itisasfollows.
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A rule to guide us as to when to interpret literally and when
figuratively has been carefully stated by Cooper. He says:

When the plain sense of Scripture makes common sense,
seek no other sense; therefore, take every word at its primary,
ordinary, usual, literal meaning unless the facts of the immediate
context, studied in the light of related passages and axiomatic and
fundamental truths, indicateclearly otherwise.

This might well become the axiom of the interpreter.t
Pentecost further states:

Thefoundations of the Reformation werelaidinthereturn
totheliteral method of interpretation.

Inthe Reformation period itself two great names stand out
asexponents of the truths of Scripture: Luther and Calvin. Both of
thesearemarked by their stronginsistencesontheliteral method of
interpretation.?

Quoting another church historian, Pentecost declares:
Concerning Calvin's contribution Schaff writes:

Calvinisthefounder of thegrammatico-historical exegesis.
Heaffirmed and carried out the sound hermeneutical principlethat
theBiblical authors, likeall sensiblewriters, wished to convey totheir
readersonedefinitethought in wordswhich they could understand.
A passage may havealiteral or afigurative sense; but cannot have
two sensesat once. Theword of God isinexhaustibleand applicable
to al times, but there is a difference between explanation and
application, and application must be consistent with explanation.®

According to the literal method of interpretation, which is also called the
“grammatico-historical” method of interpretation, thesingletruthwecanlearnfrom
thefact that Jesusrai sed Lazarusfrom thedead, whichweread in John11, isthat God
recorded the historical fact that adead man wasraised, thus showing that Christ had
power toraiseaperson from physical deathto physical life. Inthat case, wedare not
seeinthismiracletheteaching that even asGod did all thework to give physical life
to Lazarus, He does all the work to save spiritually dead people. Thus, the litera
method of interpretation of this passage essentially emptiesit of itsGospel intent and
content.

" David L. Cooper, “The God of Israel” (Los Angeles: The Biblical Research Society, 1945), p. lIl.
2 J. Dwight Pentecost, Things to Come (Grand Rapids: Dunham, 1964), p. 27.

8 Philip Schaff, History of the Christian Church Il (New York: Charles Scribner and Co., 1884), cited
by Hospers, p. 521.
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. . . the literal method of interpretation of this passage essentially
empties it of its Gospel intent and content.

I's the Bible Perspicuous?

Asafunction of theliteral grammatical -historical method of interpretation,
the principle of the perspicuity of the Bibleisalso maintained.

Pentecost quotes ancther church historian asfollows:

Luther also maintained the perspicuity of Scripture. . . . He
sometimes came near to the modern remark that “the Bibleisto be
interpreted like any other book.” *

Theword“ perspicuity” means* clearly expressed, or lucid.” Unfortunately,
the concept of the perspicuity of Scripture, whichisvery commonly taughtinour day,
iscompletely contrary totheBible. For example, weread that thejailor of Philippi was
toldin Acts 16, verse 31:

And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be
saved, . . .

This command seems so easy to understand. But when we look at this
command carefully, werealizethat it can be understood only when we examineitin
thelight of ahost of other Scriptureversesthat teach that we are spiritually dead and
cannot of ourselves believe on Jesus. The fact isthat the only way we can believe
onHimisif God hasalready saved us. Thus, thisseemingly lucid Biblestatement is
not at all perspicuous.

Perhaps the teaching of the perspicuity of the Bible isfostered by the idea
that to become saved, we must understand why we need salvation and how we can
become saved. Thus, God must have written the Bible so that the reader can easily
understand these concepts.

However, itisvery significant that when God described the path to sal vation
inRomans10:17, Hedid not say, “ faith cometh by understanding and understanding
by theWord of God.” Had God said that, avery young child or anindividual withthe
mental faculty of atwo-year-old could never become saved. Rather, theemphasisis
on hearing the Word of God, and He saysin Romans 10:17:

So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.

Anunsaved person may be physically deaf or mentally impaired when heis
under the hearing of the Bible, but if heisone of God’ select, at an appropriatetime,

4 From F. W. Farrar, History of Interpretation (New York: E. P. Dutton and Co., 1886), pp. 325-330.
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Godwill givehim spiritual earsasHe appliesthat Word of God to hislifeand gives
him an eternal resurrected soul. Thisistrue for the baby as well as for the highly
intelligent mature person. Before he was saved, he could have had some

understanding or no understanding of the Bible. However, after salvation, astheHoly
Spirit further opensthe mind of the saved person, if heis mentally capable, he will
increasingly understandtheBible.

Not Church Doctrine

When welook more carefully at the truth that the Bibleisnot at all easy to
understand, we can beginto understand why God coul d usetheinstitution of thelocal
churchesin such asuccessful way to accomplish Hisgoal of savingtheelect whoare
scattered throughout the world. Given thefact that so many denominations have so
many doctrinesthat arenot faithful tothe Bible, how isit that asthey sent missionaries
intotheworld, so many peoplegaveevidencethat they probably had become saved?

Remember theprinciple, “ faith cometh by hearing.” TheBibledoesnot say,
“faith cometh by understanding.” Many churchesand missi onarieshavetaught some
wrong doctrine. But they did desirethat individual sin the congregationsand in the
mission fields own and read a Bible in their native language. This means that an
organization like the Gideons, whose goal isto place Bibleswherever possible, has
beenan excellent contributor to God’ sGospel program. Thismeansthat the Wycliffe
Bible Tranglators, who want to providethe Biblein every language of theworld, has
been greatly used of the Lord in the evangelization of theworld. Thismeansthat the
variousBiblesocietiesthat God hasraised up have experienced great blessings. And
thisis the focus of the ministry of Family Radio. We must use our every effort to
encourage people all over the world to read the Bible.

Once God has saved aperson, God has given him spiritual earsto hear and
God has applied the Word of God to hislife, so that personiseternally secure. This
is so even though he may have become a member of a church that has some non-
Biblical teachings. However, because he was given a new resurrected soul at the
moment of salvation, hewill becomeincreasingly uncomfortableinthechurchashe
learns from the Bible that there are errors in their teaching. And today, we are
discovering serious errorsin the teaching of churches, errors that result from their
exceedingly unbiblical method of interpretation.

... .adiligent search is required to discover the truths of the Bible.

Also, aswehaveseen, thewidely held teaching that the Bibleis perspicuous
(easy to understand), is causing true believers great dismay. The true believers
increasingly realizethat adiligent searchisrequiredto discover thetruthsof theBible.
Theimmediate apparent truth that is seen in averse may not be truth at all when it
isviewed inthelight of therest of the Bible.
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Who Isthe Author?

The consequence of the faulty hermeneutics that is characteristic of most
local churchesmay be seeninancther way. A very distinguished and highly regarded
theol ogian named L ouis Berkhof is quoted by Dwight Pentecost in hisbook Things
to Come. For many years, Dr. Berkhof was the President and Professor of
Apologeticsof thevery conservativeand reformed Calvin Theological Seminary. The
guotationisasfollows.

1. Basic Assumptionsfor Historical Interpretation.

a. The Word of God originated in a historical way, and
therefore, can be understood only inthelight of history.

b. A wordisnever fully understood until itis
apprehended asalivingword, i.e., asit originatedinthesoul
of theauthor.

c. Itisimpossibleto understand an author and to interpret his
words correctly unless he is seen against the proper
hi storical background.

d. The place, thetime, the circumstances, and the prevailing
view of theworld and of lifeingeneral, will naturally color
the writings that are produced under those conditions of
time, place, and circumstances.

2. Demands on the Exegete. In view of these presuppositions,
historical interpretation makesthefollowing demandson
theexegete:

a He must seek to know the author whose work he would
explain: hisparentage, hischaracter and temperament, his
intellectual, moral, andreligiouscharacteristics, aswell as
the external circumstances of hislife. ..

b. Itwill beincumbent on himtoreconstruct, asfar aspossible,
from the historical data at hand, and with the aid of
historical hypotheses, the environment in which the
particular writingsunder consideration originated; in other
words, theauthor’ sworld. Hewill havetoinform himself
respecting the physical features of the land where the
books were written, and regarding the character and
history, the customs, morals and religion of the people
among whom or for whom they were composed.

c¢. Hewill findit to beof theutmostimportancethat heconsider
thevariousinfluenceswhich determined moredirectly the
character of thewritingsunder consideration, such as: the
original readers, the purposewhichtheauthor hadinmind,
the author’s age, his frame of mind, and the special
circumstances under which he composed his book.
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d. Moreover, hewill havetotransfer himself mentally intothe
first century A. D., andinto Oriental conditions. He must
place himself on the standpoint of the author, and seek to
enter into hisvery soul, until he, asit were, liveshislifeand
thinkshisthoughts. Thismeansthat hewill haveto guard
carefully against the rather common mistake of
transferring the author to the present day and making him
speak thelanguage of the twentieth century. . 5

It would appear that Dr. Berkhof did not understand that the sole author of
theBibleistheLord Jesus Christ. It would appear that he could not have understood
that the Bibleis God’ slaw book for the whole human race. It would appear that he
could not have understood that every wordintheoriginal languagesof the Biblewas
carefully crafted by God. It would appear that he could not have understood that we
areto beinfear and trembling aswe study the Bible and realize that God had great
purposefor each and every Word of the Bible. It woul d appear that he could not have
understood that even as Jesusspokein parablesinthe New Testament, Heal so spoke
in parablesin the Old Testament.

Just think! These kinds of things that were taught by Dr. Berkhof are the
kindsof thingsthat are being taught in seminariesof our day. Nowonder pastorsare
unableto correctly understand many parts of the Bible.

Wemust diligently study anything and everythingintheBibleuntil wecome
to spiritual truth. For example, if we read the Book of Ruth as a true historical
statement but without seeing the Gospel message hiddenin every verse, weseriously
empty that book of the Bible of itsintent and content.

The Sad Consequence

Now that we have briefly offered these examples of the post-Reformation
understanding of Bibleinterpretation, let usreturnto theawful consequence of what
the Reformers did. | am afraid that in their zealous attempt to remedy the bad
hermeneutics that apparently existed in the church before the time of the
Reformation, they threw the baby out with the bath water, to use afigure of speech.
That is, instead of understanding the sound method of hermeneuticsthat had existed
in the early church during the time of Origen, they brought in the totally unbiblical
hermeneutic that they called the historical-grammatical literal hermeneutic. In so
doing, they effectively

locked the door to a correct understanding of many Scripture verses and then they
threw away the key.

The problem is greatly magnified when we realize that the kind of Bible
interpretation taught by Dr. Pentecost and the kind of attitude toward the Bible
expressed by Dr. Berkhof istypical of what agreat many pastorshavelearnedintheir
seminary.

5 From Louis Berkhof, Principles of Biblical Interpretation (Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 1950),
pp. 13 ff.
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Jesus Spoke in Parables

Now we can more fully understand the implications of the language of
Matthew 13 that addressesthe subject of parables. Jesusdeclaresin Matthew 13 that
he spokein parables so that asaconsegquence, many would not be ableto understand
but the parableswould assist the true believersin their understanding of truth.

In Matthew 13:10, the disciples asked Jesus, “Why speakest thou unto
them in parables?’

InMatthew 13:34-35, Godtellsus;

All these things spake Jesus unto the multitude in parables, and
without a parable spake he not unto them: That it might be fulfilled
which was spoken by the prophet, saying, | will open my mouth in
parables; | will utter things which have been kept secret from the
foundation of theworld.

Thus, Jesus was constantly teaching by means of parables. The New
Testament gives several examples of this.

Jesus answered the disciples’ question about the fact that He spoke in
parablesin Matthew Chapter 13, verses 11 to 14, where we read:

He answered and said unto them, Because it is given unto you to
know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it is not
given. For whosoever hath, to him shall be given, and he shall have
mor e abundance; but whosoever hath not, from him shall be taken
away even that he hath. Therefore speak | to them in parables:
because they seeing see not; and hearing they hear not, neither do
they understand. And in them is fulfilled the prophecy of Esaias,
which saith, By hearing ye shall hear, and shall not under stand; and
seeing ye shall see, and shall not perceive:

From studying these verseswe understand that the use of parableswas one
method God used inthe Bibleto bring spiritual truth to thetrue believers. However,
at the sametime, the parables blind those who are not true believers.

Aswelearned earlier, thewhole Bibleisthe Word of Christ. At times, God
givesexamplesof Histeaching method inwhich the employment of parablesisvery
important.

For example, Jesusdeclaresin Matthew 13:44:

Again, thekingdom of heaven islike unto treasure hid in afield; the
which when aman hath found, hehideth, and for joy ther eof goeth and
selleth all that he hath, and buyeth that field.

In Galatians 4:22-31, God speaks of Hagar, who bore | shmael of Abraham,
as a picture of Mount Sinai, which in turn represents the Jerusalem that is still in
spiritual bondage.
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In the case of the Book of Proverbs, God gave the name “proverbs’ to this
book. The Hebrew word for “proverbs’ is frequently also translated “parables.”
Thus, we areto look for the spiritual or Gospel meaning in every verse of the Book
of Proverbs because every verse is written as a parable or a metaphor.

Wereadin Psalm 78:1-2:

Give ear, O my people, to my law: incline your earsto the words of
my mouth. I will open my mouthin aparable: | will utter dark sayings
of old:

Weshould al so understand that each and every ceremonial law that governed
blood sacrifices, burnt offerings, the seventh-day Sabbath, and so on, were like
parablesor alegories. In each case, the physical act pointed to some aspect of God' s
Gospel program.

These and many other examplesare giveninthe Bibletoillustrate the way
GodwrotetheBible. Ineach Biblical exampleof aparableor asimile, God givesthe
heavenly or spiritual meaning, and this meaning is aways some aspect of God’'s
Gospel program.

Thus, we can be certain that the method of Bible interpretation taught by
Origenand also by Family Radioiscompletely Biblical.

These Signs Will Follow Them that Believe

Anexcellentillustration that indicatesthe complete Biblical validity of the
requirement that wefind the spiritual or the Gospel meaning of every Bible statement
isseenin Mark 16:17-18, where we read:

And these signs shall follow them that believe; In my name shall they
cast out devils; they shall speak with new tongues; They shall take
up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them;
they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover.

Theol ogianswho seek an understanding of theseversesby thegrammatical -
historical literal method of interpretation have concluded that these verses were
fulfilled asthe apostleswere empowered by God to heal the sick and cast out devils.

Inll Corinthians12:12, weread:

Truly the signsof an apostle wer ewrought among you in all patience,

in signs, and wonders, and mighty deeds.

Additionally, when Paul was shipwrecked ontheisland of Mélita, whilehe
gathered sticksfor afire, aviper fastened onto hishand. He shook it into thefireand
hewasnot harmed. Now thisislooked upon asafulfillment of Mark 16:18, that they
shall pick up serpents.

Theproblemwiththeconclusion of thesetheol ogiansisthat it doesnot agree
with the prophecy of Mark 16:17, which declares that “these signs shall follow
them that believe.” The Bible does not declare that these signs will follow the
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apostles. Rather, it saysthesesignswill follow thosewho believe, that is, thesesigns
will bein evidence wherever true believers are found.

However, unlesswe understand the principleset forthinthisstudy, whichis
derived from Mark Chapter 4 and Matthew Chapter 13, that Christ spokein parables,
and without a parable He did not speak unto them, then we have no way of
understanding these verses. The fact is that many doubt that a good part of Mark
Chapter 16 belongsintheHoly Canon. Itiseasy to sympathi zewiththemif weexpect
verses17 and 18to beunderstood asliteral truth. But thereisno possibility of making
sense of these versesif they are to be understood literally as they stand.

When we discover the spiritual meaning hidden within thesefivesignsthat
follow believers, wenat only find harmony with therest of the Bible, but alsowecan
know that only God could have written these verses. Indeed, we can be certain that,
without question, these verses are an integral part of the Holy Canon.

Thefirstsignthat will follow thosewho believeisthat in Chrigt’ s“ nameshall
they cast out devils.” Thisisafigure that points to those who will become saved
when the Gospel is sent forth by the believers. All the unsaved are in Satan’s
dominion. When the el ect becomesaved, itisasif devilshave been cast out of them,
that is, they are no longer under the power of Satan. They have been translated into
the kingdom of Christ. The miraclethat people are saved from Satan’ s power takes
place wherever the Gospel is proclaimed by believers. Indeed, this sign always
follows*thosewhobelieve.”

The second sign that follows believers is that they shall speak with new
tongues. The spiritual meaning of thisfigureisfound inthefact that each nation has
its own language. The language spoken by the unsaved (regardliess of political
language), isthat of the dominion of Satan. Thelanguage of thetrue believersisthat
of thekingdom of God. Evenif the sameEnglish or German or Frenchwordsareused
inboth kingdoms, thelanguageby thebeliever isdifferent fromthat of theunbeliever.
Thewords may bethe same, but their meanings and applicationsto the speaker will
bequitedifferent.

We are reminded of the Old Testament prophecy of Psalm 40:3, wherewe
reed.

And he hath put a new song in my mouth, . . .
AndinPsalm98:1 weread:
O sing unto the LORD a new song; . . .

Indeed, wherever true believersarefound, wefind them speaking with new
tongues.

The third sign that will follow those who believe is that they will take up
serpents. IntheBible, the serpent typifies Satan (Revelation 12:9). Before peopleare
saved, they are under Satan’ s power, and he rules over them, but when individuals
become saved, they rule over him. To usethe figure of Mark 16, verse 18, they are
like the snake handler who takes up the snake. Wherever true believers are found,
there will be those who rule over Satan as they plunder his house of those who are
being saved.
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Thefourthsignthat followsthosewhobelieveis*if they drink any deadly
thing, it shall not hurt them.” When a person becomes saved, he or she drink the
pure water of the Gospel. To listen to afalse gospel isto drink poison.

For exampl e, in Deuteronomy 32:32-33, God faultsancient Isragl for their idol
worship by declaring:

For their vineisof the vine of Sodom, and of the fields of Gomorrah:
their grapes are grapes of gall, their clusters are bitter: Their wine
is the poison of dragons, and the cruel venom of asps.

However, truebelieverscannot losetheir salvation. Therefore, if they should
drink poison by listening to afalse gospel, they will not lose their salvation. This
principleistrue wherever true believers are found.

Thefifthsignthat followsthosewho believeis*they shall lay handson the
sick, and they shall recover.” Spiritually, when believers share the Gospel with
others, they areministeringtothosewho arespiritually ill. The Gospel, when applied
by the Holy Spirit through the means of the witnessing of believers, brings spiritual
healing. God saysin| Peter 2:24b-2:25a:

.. . by whose stripes ye were healed. For ye were as sheep going
astray . ..

Thus, weseethat thesefivesignsliterally follow all who believe, but wemust
understandthemintheir spiritual dimension. Whenweapply theBiblical principlethat
Christ spokein parables, we can cometo thisbeautiful understanding of theseverses,
and we have certain vindication that this principle must be seriously considered
wherever the Bible gives historical information that in itself does not relate to the
Gospel message.

Thesetwo verses of Mark 16 thus are dramatic evidence that we must have
the correct understanding of Biblical interpretation if we are to find Gospel truth
throughout the Bible. Without the correct method, many partsof the Biblewill remain
sealed and the Gospel message within them can never be understood.

The Time Has Come for God to Reveal Many of These Hidden Truths
We are now in the time spoken of in Daniel 12:9 where God declared:

And he said, Go thy way, Daniel: for the words are closed up and
sealed till the time of the end.

. .. we have been enabled by the mercy of God
to understand many Biblical truths concerning the end
of the church age . . .

Thisverseassuresusthat many truthsheretofore hiddenintheBiblearenow
being reveal ed. But because God' smethod of teachingisby parables, God continues
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to hide these additional truths from those who do not understand God' s teaching
method which constantly utilizes parables. Onthe other hand, thosewho understand
God' suse of parables are being greatly helped in understanding new truths as God
takes the seals off the truths that He now wishes us to understand.

Thisbringsustothereality of the present day. By understanding that wemust
seek to discover thespiritual teaching of any and every part of the Bible, wehavebeen
enabled by the mercy of God to understand many Biblical truthsconcerning theend
of thechurch age, God’ spresent judgment onthelocal churches, thelatter rainwhich
identifies with the final harvest, and God's command to forsake the local
congregation. Because our understanding of these spiritual truthsisaccurate, wefind
great harmony and cohesiveness in verse after verse throughout the Bible.

However, for those who have been taught to trust only in the literal
grammatical-historical system of interpretation, the door to truth has been locked.
They areunableto understand anything the Bibl eteachesabout the end of the church
age. Unfortunately, virtually every pastor and every Bible teacher who has been
seminary trained hasbeen carefully taught to despi sethe hermeneutic of Origen and
totrust only inthegrammatical-historical, literal method of interpretation. Thatiswhy
they consistently complain that those who teach that the church age has ended are
spiritualizing. They arecorrect intheir allegation becausethat istheway God wrote
theBible. But sadly, they remain compl etely ignorant of God’ steachingsconcerning
these extremely important subjects.

Wethuscan seehow God, utilizingindividual truebelieverswhofaithfully
bring the whole counsel of God, will first bind the tares, and then on the return of
Christ, whichwill bethetimewhenthefinal harvest iscompleted, thewheat will be
broughtintothebarn.

Thisis One of the Final Tests

This command of God that true believers are to come out
of the churches is the final tests.

This command of God that true believers are to come out of the churches
isoneof thefinal tests. True believers have an intense desire to be obedient to God
and do Hiswill, and therefore, eventually, they will come out of the churches. They
are the wheat that will be gathered into the barn. That is, they are in complete
safety because they are eternal citizens of the kingdom of God. The evidence of
their salvation istheir intense desire to be obedient to all of God's commands.

On the other hand, the tares are those who are under the judgment of God.
Thetares, that isthe unsaved, will beincreasingly convinced that they arein safety
as they remain in the local churches. They have not received a new resurrected
soul, therefore, they do not fear and tremble before the Word of God. Rather, they
carelessly continue trusting that they and their church have done all that was nec-
essary to assure their salvation. In reality, they are being bound. They will bein-
cluded with those we read about in Matthew 7:21-23, where Christ says:
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Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the
kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is
in heaven. Many will say to mein that day, Lord, Lord, have we not
prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and
in thy name done many wonder ful works? And then will | profess
untothem, | never knew you: depart from me, yethat work iniquity.

The Final Harvesting of the Wheat

In Revelation 14:14-16, God describesthe final harvest when thewheat is
separated from the tares:

And | looked, and behold a white cloud, and upon the cloud one sat
like unto the Son of man, having on his head a golden crown, and in
his hand a sharp sickle. And another angel came out of the temple,
crying with a loud voice to him that sat on the cloud, Thrust in thy
sickle, and reap: for thetimeiscomefor theeto reap; for the harvest
of the earth isripe. And he that sat on the cloud thrust in his sickle
on the earth; and the earth was reaped.

We havelearned that theword “ harvest” identifieswith those who become
saved. At the moment they receive their new resurrected soul, they have been
harvested. The Son of man (Christ) isin charge of thisharvest asHisbody, thetrue
believers, send the Gospel into all theworld. Thisharvesting will go on until thelast
day. Each individual who has been harvested (saved) will be added to the eternal
invisible church whichisthe kingdom of God. Aswe havelearned, itisduring this
harvest time that the wheat is separated from the tares.

At the end of this harvest, the wheat is brought into the barn (that is, their
salvation iscompleted), and they receivetheir new resurrected spiritual bodies. But
simultaneously, thefinal day of judgment occurs.

Revelation14:18-20warns:

And another angel came out from the altar, which had power over
fire; and cried with aloud cry to him that had the shar p sickle, saying,
Thrust in thy sharp sickle, and gather the clusters of the vine of the
earth; for her grapesarefully ripe. And theangel thrust in hissickle
into the earth, and gathered the vine of the earth, and cast it into the
great winepress of thewrath of God. And the winepresswastrodden
without the city, and blood came out of the winepress, even unto the
horse bridles, by the space of a thousand and six hundred furlongs.

Thisisthe day when the tareswill be burned. Thisisthe day of judgment
when not only thetaresbut all the nationswill drink the cup of God’ swrath, aswe
readin Jeremiah 25:15-16:

For thus saith the LORD God of Isragl unto me; Take the wine cup
of thisfury at my hand, and causeall the nations, towhom | send thee,
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todrink it. And they shall drink, and be moved, and be mad, because
of the sword that | will send among them.

How awful that the tares who have been left in the local
churches will come into this dreadful experience.

How awful that thetareswho have beenleftinthelocal churcheswill come
intothisdreadful experience.

Aswe have studied the parable of the wheat and the tares, we have come
tounderstand far moreclearly thetrue spiritual situationinthelocal churchesat the
end of the church age. We have known already for years that many denominations
that may have begun asreasonably faithful to the Bible havelong since come under
Satan’ sauthority. Any church that has an authority that is different from the Bible
aloneandinitsentirety must be considered afal sechurch. Thisincludesany church
that believesintongues, visions, signs, wonders, or that God can speak throughtheir
church fathers. Thisis so because God warnsin Revelation 22:18-19:

For | testify unto every man that heareth the words of the prophecy
of this book, If any man shall add unto these things, God shall add
unto him the plagues that are written in this book: And if any man
shall takeaway from thewor dsof thebook of thisprophecy, God shall
take away hispart out of the book of life, and out of the holy city, and
from the things which are written in this book.

Theseversesclearly teach that those who have an authority that iswider or
narrower than the Bible are under the judgment of God (subject to these plagues).
Since they are not saved, they are under the authority of Satan. Thus, Satan rules
those churcheseventhough, aswelearned earlier inthisstudy, during thechurch age
aperson could still become saved in such achurch. Of course, that person would not
haveremainedinthat falsechurch. Intime, hewould havetriedtofind amorefaithful
church.

But what about all the churchesinthisday that insist that theinfallible Bible
istheonly Word of God. They will havenothingto dowith signsand wonders, visions,
tongues etc. Surely they must be essentialy filled with true believers.

We would like to believe that. And as we have learned, throughout the
church age, that is what was believed.

But now the test isin place. God's command is being declared. The true
believersareto comeout of the churches. They areto comeout of Babylon. Thetrue
believers in these churches tremble at the Word of God. They were given a new
resurrected soul at thetimethey were saved, so they have an ongoing, intensedesire
to be obedient to God’ sWord. Therefore, they will becomeincreasingly uneasy as
they increasingly learnfrom the Bible about the Great Tribul ation and the end of the
church age. Finally, they will comeout of their local congregation becausethey want
to be altogether obedient to God’ s commands.
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Unfortunately, even though many of the most conservative churches have
already heard much about the end of the church age, very few are leaving those
churches. Isit possiblethat these Bible-believing, orthodox, conservative churches
areinactuality highly popul ated by unsaved members-- unsaved memberswho have
experienced water baptism, made confession of faith, and are communicant
membersof thechurchwho apparently livegodly, moral, decent lives?Isit possible
that they trust intheir church and itsdoctrinesand confessionsasthefinal authority
rather thaninthe Bible?

Is it possible that these Bible-believing, orthodox,
conservative churches are in actuality highly populated
by unsaved members?

Itisindeed frightening tothink that thismay bethetrue spiritual condition of
virtually all churchestoday. Aswelearned earlier, Satan was already beginning to
be successful near the beginning of the seven churcheson display in Revelation2 and
3. Why shouldn’t hebeincreasingly successful astimemoveson?Thus, by our day,
seminaries and whole denominations may have come under the leadership of
unsaved menwho haveaform of godlinessbut who have not experienced salvation.
What ugly, terrible, awful possibilities! If that isthe true spiritual condition of the
churches that we thought were most faithful to the Bible, then we can readily
understand theterriblelanguage God usesasHeindictsthelocal churchesof our day
in Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and many other placesinthe Bible.

A few examples of the utterly serious nature of this matter are givenin the
following passagesof theBible.

Jeremiah 5:23: But thispeople hath arevolting and arebelliousheart;
they are revolted and gone.

Jeremiah 5:26-27: For among my people are found wicked men: they
lay wait, as he that setteth snares; they set a trap, they catch men. Asa cage
is full of birds, so are their houses full of deceit: therefore they are become
great, and waxen rich.

Jeremiah 6:14-15: They have healed also the hurt of thedaughter of my
people dlightly, saying, Peace, peace; when there is no peace. Were they
ashamed when they had committed abomination? nay, they were not at all
ashamed, neither could they blush: thereforethey shall fall among them that
fall: at the time that | visit them they shall be cast down, saith the LORD.

Jeremiah 7:24: But they hearkened not, nor inclined their ear, but
walked in the counsels and in the imagination of their evil heart, and went
backward, and not forward.



HAROLD CAMPING 63

The number of these sample verses can be multiplied hundreds of times.
They truly describehhow Godlooksuponlocal churchesas increasingly, they become
filled with Satan’s “ preachers of righteousness.”

We should be in shock as we learn how Satan has been
waging war against the body of Christ throughout
the time of the church age.

We should bein shock aswelearn how Satan has been waging war against
thebody of Christ throughout thetime of the church age. It should frighten usto the
core of our being to even consider the possibility that a great many trusted
theologians, Bible teachers, pastors, elders, and deacons may have been under the
authority of Satan. Y et, aswe have seen, that wasprecisely thesituationinthetemple
and in the synagogues at the time of the apostles. Those priests and Phariseeswere
just asmoral, decent, and asapparently godly asagreat many church |eaders of our
day.

Moreover, ancther frightening possibility that should occur to every member
of alocal churchisthis: “If taresand wheat are virtually indistinguishable, how can
| be sure | am not included in the tares? | know it is certain that unsaved church
members are just as much under the wrath of God as the most wicked people of the
world.” This question must be asked because the teaching of the Bible clearly
indicatesthat thisisthe condition of thelocal congregationsthroughout the church
age.

These are enormously serious questions. In fact, another question arises.
“How can | know for certain that my pastor, my favorite Bible teacher is truly
saved?’ If heisnot saved, heisstill under the authority of Satan, and so actually, he
is one of Satan’s “ministers of righteousness,” described in Il Corinthians 11.
Thisindeedisafrightening situation.

It does not appear that anyonein the church world could have had any idea
of the seriousnessof thisproblem. They could not have known because God Himsel f
teaches that throughout the church age, the wheat and the tares were virtually
indistinguishable. Verses such as |l Corinthians 11:15, which speaks of Satan’s
ministers as ministers of righteousness, and Hebrews 6:4-6, where God speaks of
unsaved people as having been partakers of the Holy Spirit and having been
enlightened, tell uswhy thewheat and thetarescould not be recogni zed for what they
realy are.

For certain this tells us that water baptism, confession
of faith, church membership, etc., are absolutely no
guarantees of true salvation.

For certain this tells us that water baptism, confession of faith, church
membership, etc., are absolutely no guarantees of true salvation. We know that



64 WHEAT AND TARES

belonging to achurchthat appearsto bealtogether faithful to the Bibleisno guarantee
and faithful attendance at worship services and other activities is no guarantee.
Solemn assurances by the pastor or elder that | have become saved isno guarantee,
and it is possible that they themselves are tares.

These arefrightening statementsindeed. But, they must be faced. Judgment
Day isamost here, and if | am still unsaved, | know | will be destroyed. If my
church has been reasonably faithful to the Bible, then surely, they have emphasized
the Biblical truth that the wrath of God is coming upon the unsaved. Now we can
understand passages such as the verse that declares we are to make our calling
and election sure (11 Peter 1:10). We can understand why God saysin || Corinthians
135

Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith; prove your own
selves. Know ye not your own selves, how that Jesus Christ isin you,
except ye be reprobates?

How then can | know that | have becometruly saved? If | suspect | am not
saved, what can | do? These are extremely serious questions that every person
should ask himself.
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Chapter 5

Certainty of Salvation

How can | know for surethat | have become saved? Thishasto be the most
important question any person must ask. To answer this question, we must first
discover what precisely happensin aperson’ slife at the moment he becomes born
again.

There are three exceedingly important actions by God Himself that are
absolutely required beforeanyone can experience salvation. Thesethreeactionshad
to have been done for each and every person who becomes saved. There are no
exceptions.

Chosen of God

Thefirst action performed by God onbehalf of theindividual Heplanstosave
isthat beforethe creation of theworld, he had to be chosen of God. God choseeach
and every person that He would eventually save. We read in Ephesians 1:3-5:

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath
blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly placesin Christ:
According as he hath chosen usin him before the foundation of the
world, that we should be holy and without blame before him in love:
Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus
Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will,

AsGod prepared to create thisworld and itsbillions of human inhabitants,
Helooked down the corridorsof timeand saw amiserable massof humanity that was
altogether in rebellion against Him. Even though God created mankind as perfect
beings, createdintheimageand likeness of God, God knew that mankind would rebel
against Him.

Wereadin Romans3:10-12:

Asit iswritten, Thereis nonerighteous, no, not one: Thereis none
that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God. They are
all gone out of theway, they aretogether become unprofitable; there
is none that doeth good, no, not one.

Y e, inspiteof thistotal disaster, mankind’ srebellion against God, God made
adecision to redeem some of these rebellious humans so that they would not have
to pay the consequences of their rebellion. Of course, the consequences are
horrendously awful becausetherebellion of the human raceishorrendously awful.

God, from before the foundation of the world, chose those
whom He wished to have for Himself.
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And so God, from beforethefoundation of theworld, chosethosewhom He
wished to have for Himself. This choice had nothing at all to do with any action or
desire of mankind. God declaresin Romans 9:15:

... | will have mercy on whom | will have mercy, and | will have
compassion on whom | will have compassion.

Those whom God chose to be redeemed, that is, saved, were given to the
Lord Jesus Christ. Weread in John 6:37:

All that the Father giveth me shall cometo me; and him that cometh
to me | will in no wise cast out.

However, for Jesus to have these chosen ones as His eternal possession,
something had to be done about their sins. The perfect law of God decreed that
because mankind was created in theimage of God, the law of God demanded that
the penalty for the sins of each and every individual must be paid. Therefore, even
though some were elected by God and given to Christ to become His eterna
possession, Christ could not have them unless the penalty for their sins was paid.
Since God's law decreed that the penalty for sin is death, effectively, those who
were chosen and givento Christ would never be ableto comeinto Christ’s possession.

That brings usto the second dramatic action God took on behalf of those
who become saved.

The Sin Bearer

As God viewed the universe, which He created at the beginning of time,
there was no one whom God could utilize to bear the wrath of God on behalf of
thosewho are elected or chosen by God and given to Christ asHiseternal possession.
There are verses in Isaiah and Ezekiel that teach us this. Yet, God's perfect law
decreed that the penalty of death must be paid before any individual could beallowed
to come into God's holy heaven. Every aspect of God's perfect law had to be
perfectly satisfied.

Therefore, in an act of mercy and lovethat isunparalleled, Christ Himself
becamethesin bearer on behalf of thoseindividual swho had been givento Him. We
readinlsaiah53:6:

All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every oneto his
own way; and the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of usall.

Only Jesus Christ, as the Son of God and Son of man, could make the
payment needed to atone for the sins of those whom God had predestined to eternal
life. Death was the required payment because God declares that the wages of sin
is death (Romans 6;23). Before the foundation of the world God not only chose a
peoplefor Himself, but He carried out the payment for their sins. Revelation 13:8
tellsus.
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And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship Him, whose names
are not written in the book of life of the Lamb slain from the
foundation of thewor|d.

Inadditionwereadin |l Timothy 1:9-10:

Who hath saved us, and called uswith an holy calling, not according
to our works, but according to His own purpose and grace; which
was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began, But now is
made manifest by the appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who
has abolished death, and hath brought life and immortality to light
through the gospel.

In order to pay for our sins, Christ as the Lamb came under the wrath of
God, anideathat isimpossiblefor usto understand. He had to diein both body and
soul, and then rise again. We see thisin Psalm 16:10, where Christ declares:

For thou wilt not leave my soul in hell [death]; neither wilt thou
suffer thine Holy One to see corruption.

Andthen, in order for mankind to have someideaof the tremendous price
that was paid on our behalf, Christ demonstrated that payment when He went to
the cross in A.D. 33. He again came under the wrath of God, but not for the
purpose of paying for sin. He was manifested; that is, He demonstrated to the
world how much He had suffered on our behalf.

When Christ was hanging on the cross in A.D. 33, that declared and
demonstrated to the world that He had become a curse on behalf of those cursed
individuals He had chosen for salvation.

Weread in Galatians 3:13:

Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a
cursefor us: for it iswritten, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a
tree.

Thisiswhy He was forsaken by God.We cannot understand exactly what
transpired on thecross. It isadivine mystery. To beforever forsaken by Godisone
description of the awfulness of being under the wrath of God. We see thisin the
cry of Jesus when He was on the cross and cried out, as we read in Mark 15,
verse34:

And at the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, Eloi,
Eloi, lama sabachthani? which is, being interpreted, My God, my
God, why hast thou for saken me?

So now, there aremany individual sin thisworld who, from before creation,
were chosento salvation and who have been given to Christ asHiseternal possession.
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Their sins have been totally and eternally covered because Jesus became their
Savior by paying for their sins even before He created the universe

But one more great act of God is required. These individuals, who were
chosen to salvation and whose sins have been paid for, are sinful humans. They
dont know anything about Gods plansfor them. Liketherest of the human race that
will never become saved, they are essentially abody and asoul. Their body isthat
part of their personality that is buried at the time they die. Their soul istheir spirit
essence that isjust as real a part of their personality as their body. We know that
the soul is completely substantive because in the case of a saved person, at the
moment of his physical death, his soul leaves his body and is taken into heaven
where he lives and reigns with Christ. Then at the end of the world, when Christ
returns, God will resurrect hisbody.

However, thechosenindividua now livesinthisworldlikeany individua who
isnot chosen to salvation. Weread of him in Ephesians 2:1-3:

And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins,
Wherein in time past yewalked accor ding to the cour se of thisworld,
accor ding to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now
worketh in the children of disobedience: Among whom also we all
had our conversation [conduct] in times past in the lusts of our flesh,
fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and wer e by nature
the children of wrath, even as others.

Beforehewassaved, inhisbody, helusted after sin, andin hissoul, helusted
after sin. Beforehewas saved, hewasas spiritually dead asany unsavedindividual .

That bringsustothethird giant act of God, which Hedoeson behalf of those
whom Christ cameto save.

The Miracle of the New Birth

Thethird act performed by God on behalf of thosewho weregivento Christ
asHiseternal possessionisthat God performsthemiracleof giving that elect person
abrand new resurrected soul. In answer to aquestion from Nicodemus, weread in
John3:5:

Jesusanswered, Verily, verily, | say unto thee, Except a man beborn
of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.

Ahead of that, weread in John 3, verse 3;

Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, | say unto thee,
Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.

Tobeborn of water and of the Spirit meansto be born of the Gospel (water)
by theaction of GodtheHoly Spirit. God speaksof thisactionin Romans10:17, where
weread:
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So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.

No one in the world can possibly become saved
unless they hear words from God.

In God' sdivine arrangement, He established the environment inwhich He
savespeople. That environment isthe Bible, whichistheonly Word of God. Thisis
why no onein the world can possibly become saved unless they hear words from
God. And God' sonly WordistheBible. That iswhy throughout the church age, God
commanded thelocal congregationsto send the Gospel intoall theworld. That iswhy
in our day, true Christians, as individuals, are to continue zealously to serve as
Christ’ sambassadors and send the Gospel into the world.

God does the entire work of saving, and therefore, He can save an elect
individual at any time in that person’s lifetime. The only requirement is that the
individual be under the hearing of the Bible. At themoment of salvation, God gives
that individual spiritual ears and anew eternal soul. Thus, a baby can be saved as
easily asamature adult. A person with the mind of atwo-year-old can be saved as
readily asacollege professor.

For that elect person, Christ hasalready paid for all hissins. What remains
isthat at an appropriatetimeknown only to God, thisperson must actually experience
thewonderful fact of salvation.

A Mighty Transformation

. .. he has been given a new resurrected soul.

Now the question must be asked: How doesthe moment of salvation affect
this person? What doesit mean in hislifethat heisborn again? Remember, before
hewas saved, in hiswhole personality, hewas exactly like all the non-elect people
who will never become saved. Both in body and soul, he lusted after sinand wasin
rebellionagainst God. But now, hehasbeen given anew resurrected soul. Inthat part
of hispersonality, heisanew creaturein Christ. When he was born physically, he
was ababy with apersonality that consists of abody and asoul. At the moment of
salvation, heisborn again. Heisgiven anew soul that will never die. Itisamiracle
our human minds cannot understand. There is no physical evidence of this
transformation. However, theresult of thismiracul oustransformation of aperson’s
soul can beseen. Thefact that abrand new soul isinaperson’ sunchanged body will
have a seriousimpact and change that person’s behavior.

Thisisproven by God' sdeclaration in | John 3:9, where we read:

Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin; for his seed
remaineth in him: and he cannot sin, because he is born of God.
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Inthisverse, Godisteaching that at the moment of salvation, an enormous
changeoccursintheindividual’ spersonality. In hisnew resurrected soul, he cannot
sin. Since sinisatransgression of God's law, it means that in the soul part of his
personality, hecannotinitiatesin. Inthesoul part of hispersonality, helovesGodand
God'slaws. He has a great desire to be obedient to all the commandments of the
Bible

Butinhisnew soul, hestill must livein hisold body that washot at all changed
at the moment of his salvation. Therefore, he has become a personality with two
mutually exclusivedesires. Ontheone hand, healwayswantsto beobedient to God’ s
|aws, and onthe other hand, hestill lustsafter sin. Thisawkward situationisdescribed
by God as the Apostle Paul, under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, declaresin
Romans7:21-24:

| find then alaw, that, when | would do good, evil is present with me.
For | delight inthelaw of God after theinward man: But | seeanother
law in my members, warring against thelaw of my mind, and bringing
me into captivity to the law of sin which is in my members. O
wretched man that | am! who shall deliver me from the body of this
death?

Tobefreeof our sinful body isthe continuing desire of every truebeliever.
However, thetug of war that goesoninthe saved personality isnot static. Therewill
be progress made toward increasing victory for the new resurrected soul. Thiswill
betrue because oneother wonderful event occurred at the moment of salvation, that
is, God the Holy Spirit now indwellsthelife of that person. Weread in Romans 8:9
that if we do not have the spirit of God, we are none of His.

Wedonot at all understand how Almighty God candwell inasaved person’s
life. Wemust admit it isacomplete mystery to us. But because we absol utely trust
theBible, they know that thismysteriousfact must betrue. Theindwelling presence
of God Himself inthelifeand personality of the saved person further stimulatesthis
person to obey God and desire only that which is pleasing to God.

This person has been taken out of Satan’s dominion and has
become an eternal citizen of Christ’s kingdom.

Moreover, this person has been taken out of Satan’s dominion and has
become an eternal citizen of Christ's kingdom. God tells us about this in
Colossians1:13:

Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath
translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son.

In Philippiansweread that our commonwealth, that is, our citizenship, isnow
inheaven (Philippians3:20).
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Thus, at the moment of salvation, many factorsare at work inthelife of the
one who has been saved, and these factors cause a very decided and important
changein the conduct and desires of the saved individual. He will understand and
identify with Biblical statementssuch asthosewhichwefindin Psalm 119 and which
are sprinkled elsewhereinthe Bible.

A few samples of the beautiful language of Psalm 119, which demonstrate
thetrue believer’ slove and respect for the Bible, follow.

Verse 10: With my whole heart have | sought thee: O let me not
wander from thy commandments.

Verse 11: Thy word have | hid in mine heart, that | might not sin
against thee.

Verse16: | will delight myselfinthy statutes: | will not for get thy word.
Verse 24: Thy testimonies also are my delight and my counsellors.

Verse 47: And | will delight myself in thy commandments, which |
have loved.

Verse 77: Let thy tender mercies come unto me, that | may live: for
thy law ismy delight.

Verse 97: O how love | thy law! it is my meditation all the day.

Thesekinds of statements can befound all through the Bible. And anyone
who has truly become saved will increasingly experience these desires and
motivationsinhislife. Thus, herecognizesandidentifieswiththetruth expressedin
| John 2:3-5:

And hereby we do know that we know him, if we keep his
commandments. He that saith, | know him, and keepeth not his
commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him. But whoso
keepeth hisword, in him verily isthe love of God perfected: hereby
know wethat wearein him.

Thetruebeliever knowsthat the commandments of God includethewhole
Bible. Hea so knowsthat awful feeling he haswhen he allowsthelustful desires of
hisbody to cause himto sin. Heempathizeswith atrue man of God, David, whofell
into grievoussin, and then, under theinspiration of the Holy Spirit, herecorded his
heart-felt remorse, which we read about in Psalm 51, for example.

Fear and Trembling

One aspect of the truly saved person’s character is his recognition of the
holiness and righteousness of God and thefact that God istherighteousjudge of all
the earth. In Philippians 2:12, God declares through the Apostle Paul:
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Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my
presenceonly, but now much morein my absence, work out your own
salvation with fear and trembling.

Thesalvationthebelieveristo“work out” inhislifeisthesalvation God has
givenhim. Ashegrowsingrace(ll Peter 3:18), that is, ashestopsfollowing thesinful
desiresof hisunsaved body andincreasingly livesto God’ sglory, hedoessowithfear
andtrembling.

Thisisasurprising statement because we would expect that as aresult of
salvation, all fear of God would be removed. To still tremble and fear before God
would appear to bealtogether aliento thewonderful security truebelievershavebeen
given. However, true believers know that Christ haspaid for all their sinsand they
know that they will never be threatened by the possibility of destruction.

He is the Almighty Judge who is completely aware of even
the smallest sin in each and every human being.

We must remember that the saved personisindwelt by the Holy Spirit. So,
the saved person has begun to increasingly love and respect everything the Bible
teaches. He, therefore, learns and increasingly becomes aware of the greatness of
God. God istheAlmighty God who spoke and brought thistremendous universeinto
existence. Heisthe Almighty Judge who is completely aware of even the smallest
sinin each and every human being. He is so righteous that even the smallest sinis
sufficient to cause a person to be destroyed. And the true believer is aware that he
still has sins even though he is dramatically more obedient to God's laws than he
was before he was saved. The true believer isthoroughly aware that except for the
mercy and grace of God, he too deserves destruction.

A poor illustration of thismight be offered. Supposethat by hisown stupid
and uncalled for action, a person placed himself in an exceedingly dangerous
situation. For example, wemight think of achild playing with matches. Theimpact
of thisactionisthat he causesthe housein which helivesto burnto the ground. By
some miracle, at great cost to his rescuer, he is brought to safety. And for days
afterward, this child has nightmares as he contemplates his narrow escape.
Furthermore, for therest of hislife, he may haveaphobia, that is, an enormousfear
of fire. Thiscondition can exist even though no fire ever threatenshim again. This,
of course, isapoor illustration of thelife of someone who has become saved, but it
may help usto see what God meanswhen He usesthe phrase“ fear and trembling.”

Ontheonehand, thebeliever hasan intenseloveand trust inthe Bible, and
heincreasing knowsheiseternally securein Christ, and heknowsthat he can never
be threatened by God’ swrath. He knows that all of his sins have been covered by
Christ. Ontheother hand, themore he becomes acquai nted with theteachings of the
Bible, the more he recognizesthe awful wrath of God that he so rightly deservesas
payment for hissins. Heisawarethat it wasonly God' smercy and gracethat caused
hissalvation. Therefore, hetremblesinfear and awe before God. Herecognizesthat
his salvation was entirely undeserved.
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We can understand fear and trembling even more clearly when welook at
| John 4:18. There God declares:

Thereis no fear in love; but perfect love casteth out fear: because
fear hath torment. He that feareth is not made perfect in love.

Thisverse appearsto teach that because God lovesthetruebeliever and the
true believer loves God, the true believer should not fear God any longer. But that
conclusioniscontrary tothehundredsof Bibleversesthat teach that thetruebeliever
istofear God. Theword “fear” asused in thisverse, and in the many other verses
that speak of the believer fearing God, is a word that expresses fright. This is
emphasized in this verse where God declares “ fear hath torment.”

How canwe solvethisapparent contradiction? Thekey tothe solutionisthe
word “ perfect” that isused twicein thisverse. Remember, we learned that to love
God isto keep His commandments. In John 14, verses 21 and 23 we read:

He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that
loveth me: and he that loveth me shall be loved of my Father, and |
will love him, and will manifest myself tohim. ... Jesusanswered and
said untohim, If aman loveme, hewill keep my wor ds: and my Father
will love him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode with
him.

Clearly, tolove God isto obey His commandments. If we could perfectly
keep His commandments, we would be exercising perfect love. Thus, if we could
perfectly keep His commandments, we would have no reason to fear or tremble
before God.

Unfortunately, aslong aswe live on thisearth, in our present sinful bodies
wewill commit sin. Regardless of how much eventrue Christians grow ingrace, in
their physical bodiesthey will never cometo perfect love. That will occur only when
Christ returns and they receive their eternal resurrected bodies.

However, when we sin as a true believer it should
fill us with fear and with terror.

However, if | am atruebeliever, when | sin, it should fill mewith fear and
with terror. Think of it. Sinis so awful that it carries the penalty of eternal death.
True, | am saved and that sin has been paid for by Jesus my Savior. Neverthel ess,
itisasinthat | committed, and except for God’s mercy, | deserve death because |
committed that sin. How terrible that | would do such athing! | pray, “Oh, God,
please work in meto will and to do of thy good pleasure that | will not repeat that
sin. Oh, God, | tremble in thy presence as | realize that except for thy mercy, |
should be shamefully executed for that sin.”



74 WHEAT AND TARES

Thewordsthat God' s beloved David penned, under the inspiration of the
Holy Spirit, when hecommitted sin, illustratethisprinciple. All of Psalm 51 should
be read but we will quote just the first four verses:

To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David, when Nathan the prophet
came unto him, after he had gonein to Bathsheba. Have mercy upon
me, O God, according to thy lovingkindness. according unto the
multitude of thy tender mercies blot out my transgressions. Wash
me throughly from mineiniquity, and cleanse me from my sin. For |
acknowledge my transgressions: and my sin is ever before me.
Against thee, thee only, have | sinned, and donethisevil in thy sight:
that thou mightest be justified when thou speakest, and be clear
when thou judgest.

Praise God that withagodly fear true Christianshave the secure knowledge
that because they have become saved, even though they deserve God' swrath, they
will never experience God’ swrath.

Thus, weshould understand that an entirely different lifestyleand anentirely
different attitude toward God and the Bible should be found in thelife of the saved
person from that which resides in the life of the unsaved person. As we learned
earlier, outwardly, both the saved person and the unsaved person can appear to be
saved. Thewheat and the tares are virtually indistinguishable.

Throughout the church age, almost everyonein each congregation trusted
that the teachings of his denomination were in agreement with the Bible. When
heretical teachings were offered in the church, those who were wheat as well as
those who were tares, who trusted the historical teachings of their church, worked
to excommunicate the heretical teachers. If they could not succeed in
excommunicating the heretical teachers, those who yearned for the historical
teachings that the church fathers had declared to be true to the Bible | eft the local
church and formed a new congregation. This happened dramatically during the
Reformation when various Reformed denominations were founded by those who
came out of the Roman Catholic Church.

However, many teachings of the Bible were not clearly understood by the
local churches, and so different conclusions were adopted by different
denominations concerning the same Biblical subjects. For example, each
denomination decided what it believed to be the Biblical teaching concerning the
nature and practice of water baptism and the Biblical teachings about becoming
saved. And yet, each denomination was sure that its own understanding of these
doctrineswasthe Biblical truth. Those who were whesat aswell as those who were
taresin each denomination thought, and wereled to believe by their owntheol ogians,
that their church’s understanding of these doctrines was altogether faithful to the
Bible

Consequently, thewhest, who feared and trembl ed beforethe Word of God,
were effectively placated and assured by their church overseers that all was
spiritually fine. In addition, the wheat recognized the fact that their teachers and
spiritual rulerswereplacedintheseleadership positionsby God Himself. Therefore,
intheir church, they believed they were obeying all of God’ scommandments.
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Greatly Increased Understanding

In our day, God is bringing about great spiritual changes.

However, inour day, Godisbringing about great spiritual changes. Theworld
isvery closeto Judgment Day. Therefore, the prophecy of Daniel 12, verse9,isbeing
fulfilled, andthere God declares:

And he said, Go thy way, Daniel: for the words are closed up and
sealed till the time of the end.

Thismeansthat at thetime of theend, many truthsthat wereawaysresident
within the Bible would finally begin to be understood by true believers. However,
throughout the church age, these truthswere not understood at all. But now that we
are near the end, God istaking His seal off many truthsthat had been hidden in the
Bible. For thefirst time, we are learning important truths such as the following.

1. The Bible gives an exact calendar of history, and when the Biblical
calendar is aligned with our modern calendar, it shows that creation occurred in
11,013 B.C. Likewise, theflood of Noah’ sday occurredintheyear 4990 B.C. (See
“AdamWhen,” availablefrom Family Radio.)

2. Thefourth commandment concerning the Sabbath day wasaceremonial
law. (See“ Sunday the Sabbath,” available from Family Radio.)

3. The commands concerning water baptism and the communion service
were also ceremonial laws.

4. The time has come when God has finished with His use of the divine
institution, thelocal churches, to evangelizetheworld.

5. God has assigned individuals who are altogether outside of the local
congregationsthe task of bringing inthefinal harvest of believers.

6. Throughout the church age, Satan was at war with the local churches,
seeding them with tares, which areindividualswho remained under hisauthority.

7. Thetruly saved areto forsake their local congregations. Outside of the
local congregations, they are to continue to evangelize so that the eternal invisible
churchwill continueto grow.

8. Wearenow inthat timeof Great Tribul ation spoken of inMatthew 24:21.
Duringthistime, Godisnolonger working or ruling inthecongregations. Therefore,
God' s mercy and grace are no longer in them.
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9. A great multitude, which no man can number, isbecoming saved during
the period of Great Tribulation. They are being saved all over the world outside of
thelocal churches.

10. Thefinal judgment beginswith judgment on thelocal congregationsas
God bindsthe unsaved within these churchesto prepare them for their destruction.

11. Duringthe present timeof Great Tribulation, God i sseparating thewheat
from the tares.

12. When aperson becomes saved, heisgiven abrand new resurrected soul
inwhich hecannot initiatesin.

13. Salvation requiresthe sole action of God. No person can do anything at
all toinitiate hissalvation or to guarantee hissalvation. Thehistorical parableof the
raising of Lazarus, quoted in John 11, clearly illustrates God' s method of raising a
spiritually dead personto spiritual life.

14. The antichrist is Satan himself.

Thisisapartia list of many Biblical truthsthat werenot taught or wererarely
taught inthelocal churches. Thisdoesnot mean that prior to our day, therewere no
saintly, spiritual theologians who earnestly searched the Bible for truth. On the
contrary, throughout history, there have been men who labored diligently in the
Scripturesinorder to understand Biblical truth ascorrectly aspossible. But we must
remember that God has a timetable for revealing truth. Those saintly, godly
theologianslived at atimewhen thesetruthswere not being revealed. Therefore, in
spite of their most diligent desire to be as accurate as possible concerning Biblical
truth, the foregoing truths were not reveal ed to them by the Holy Spirit.

This places the present local church theologians and the
church members in a very awkward situation.

Now, we are near the time of end, and this is the time when the seal's of

Daniel 12:9 are being removed by God. Therefore, much new truthisavailable. But
this places the present local church theologians and the church membersin avery
awkward situation. In the history of their denomination, none of these truths have
been expressed or understood. Furthermore, the seminariesthat trained the pastors
have never understood these truths, and therefore, have never taught them. That is
what creates the mechanism by which God separatesthe wheat from thetares. The
true believers (the wheat), who earnestly love the Lord and eagerly wish to be
obedient to God's commands, hear about these truths. God has already prepared
them to have a concern for these truths because simultaneously, in their own
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denominationsaswell asin other denominations, they seeanincreasing disregardfor
the authority of the Word of God.

For example, they are shocked by thedestruction of themarriageinstitution
inour day. They hear about and even become personally aware of apastor or anelder
who divorces hiswife and then marries someone el se. Furthermore, they noticethe
number of peopleintheir churchwho aredivorced. They takenotethat thewarnings
concerning Judgment Day and itsconsequencesarerarely, if at all, proclaimed. They
noticethat in many churches, and possibly their own, thereisachangeinthemusic,
and that much moretimeisspent bringing entertainment into the church. They notice
and are concerned about the use of inferior translations of the Bible, like the New
International Version (NIV). They are alarmed that gospels featuring signs and
wonders have spread all through the church world.

Indeed, thetruly saved haveevery reason to believethat something dreadful
is happening in the church world. They begin to search the Bible for answers.
Becausethey aretruly saved and Godisworkinginthemtowill andto do of Hisgood
pleasure, God movesthem. They begin to understand some of the foregoing truths
that heretofore were sealed. Asthey learn more about these new truths, and check
out each one to determine its faithfulness to the Bible, they become aware that,
indeed, thetimeisherethat God’ sjudgment isonthe house of God. Furthermore, as
they continueto ponder thesethingsinthelight of the Bible, they realize they must
forsaketheir local congregation.

Asthebelieversstudy their Biblesandreceivehel pintheir Biblestudiesfrom
a source such as Family Radio, they become acquainted with God’ s master plan.
Indeed, they discover that thisfalling away of thelocal churcheswas predictedinthe
Bible. God not only prophesied that thiswoul d happen but God al so prophesied the
timewhen thiswould happen. And so, they becomeincreasingly acquainted withthe
Bible' steachingsconcerning these matters. They beginto clearly recognizethefact
that they areto forsaketheir local congregation. Or, even ahead of that, if they have
been voicing their concernswithin the congregation of which they wereamember,
they already could have been driven out. In either event, whether
they were driven out or voluntarily came out, they know this is what God has
commanded. And when they are out, they will experience great spiritual freedom.
They are now completely freeto faithfully serve the Lord asthey are commanded
by the Bible. No longer can there be any pressure on them to obey church doctrines
that they believearenot altogether faithful tothe Bible. What gloriousfreedomto be
under the perfect authority, and only the authority, of the Bible!
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Chapter 6

There are two passages in the Book of Hebrews that many theologians
consider to be the most difficult in the entire Bible. Again and again, they have
struggled with theseversesand attempted to discover precisely what Godisteaching
here. The two passages are Hebrews 6:4-9 and Hebrews 10:26-31. While these
verses have been extremely difficult to understand, we now know why. We will
discover that theseversesapply only to thetimeof theend of thechurch age, thevery
timeinwhichweareliving.

When we truly understand, we will know that these passages teach truths
that are completely harmonious with our present understanding of the end of the
church age aswell aswith what we have learned from the parabl e of the wheat and
tares. Therefore, we shall now examine these two passages.

The first passage is Hebrews 6:4-9. There God declares:

For it isimpossible for those who were once enlightened, and have
tasted of the heavenly gift, and were made partakers of the Holy
Ghost, And havetasted the good word of God, and the power s of the
world to come, If they shall fall away, to renew them again unto
repentance; seeing they crucify to themselves the Son of God afresh,
and put him to an open shame. For the earth which drinketh in the
rain that cometh oft upon it, and bringeth forth herbs meet for them
by whom it is dressed, receiveth blessing from God: But that which
beareth thornsand briersisrejected, and isnigh unto cursing; whose
end isto be burned. But, beloved, we are persuaded better things of
you, and things that accompany salvation, though we thus speak.

Renew Them Again

An individual cannot be renewed (that is, saved), again
to repentance a second time.

The key to understanding these verses is the phrase in verse 6, “renew
them again unto repentance.” This phrase assures us that these verses cannot be
speaking of individuals. Thereason for thisisthat theword “ renew” meansto have
become saved (Titus 3:5, Romans 12:2). Anindividual cannot berenewed (that is,
saved), again to repentance asecond time. When he hasbecome saved, he hasbeen
giveneterna life. Therefore, hecannot fall fromthat position. Having become saved,
he can never, never fall away. Theideathat anyone canfall away after being saved
does not agree with all that the Bible teaches about the nature of salvation.
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Onthe other hand, this passage cannot be talking about those who have not
become saved because they have never been renewed thefirst time. So, the passage
appearsto beimpossibleto solve.

However, when we recognize that this passage is speaking about a local
church or a congregation rather than an individual, we will begin to find
understanding. We are reminded of a passage in Revelation 2 that speaks directly
to this question. There we read of the church of Ephesus, which was a church that
God loved very dearly and which loved God very dearly. God said of thischurch of
Ephesusin Revelation 2, verses 2 and 3:

I know thy works, and thy labour, and thy patience, and how thou
canst not bear them which are evil: and thou hast tried them which
say they areapostles, and arenot, and hast found them liars: And hast
borne, and hast patience, and for my name’s sake hast laboured, and
hast not fainted.

These are very fine words of commendation concerning the church at
Ephesus. However, the Biblethen goeson to say something about falling and being
renewed to repentance. Weread in Revelation 2, verses 4 and 5:

Nevertheless | have somewhat against thee, because thou hast |eft
thy first love. Remember ther efore from whence thou art fallen, and
repent, and do the first works; or else | will come unto thee quickly,
and will remove thy candlestick out of his place, except thou repent.

Thisshowsusvery clearly that thischurch had fallen away fromitsfirst love.
That first love indicated itsinitial obedience to the commands of God. Then God
commanded that churchtorepent and returntothat first love, that is, that church had
to be more obedient to God’ s commandments. The congregation was warned that
unless they repented and again did their first works, God would remove their
candlestick. That is, they would become adead churchif they did not start obeying
God' slawsmorefaithfully.

We can see how thisrelatesto thelanguage of Hebrews6, where God warns
usabout achurch that has been faithful and then hasfallen away. God saysthat this
falling away cannot be followed by renewal to repentance, but that idea seemsto
contradict the admonition of Revelation 2 to the church at Ephesus. They weretold
to repent and then God would be with them. We know the Bible cannot contradict
itself. So, how can we understand this apparent contradiction?

Wewill discover that in these verses of Hebrews6, God is speaking of only
onetimein history, that is, thereisonly onetimewhen these verses can apply. That
time is the end of the church age, the time in which we are now living. Let us
investigatethismatter morecarefully aswe continueto | ook at the Book of Hebrews.

Obedience, God’s Expectation

The context of these Hebrews 6 verses actually beginsin Hebrews 5:9. In
the previous verses, God gives important information about Christ our Savior.
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However, in Hebrews 5:9, God beginsto speak of thosewho obey Him. That verse
sys

And being made perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation
unto all them that obey him.

This verse teaches that those who have truly been saved will obey Christ.
They, of course, have been given anew resurrected soul in which they only want to
do God' swill. However, aswe continue in Hebrews 5, we find that God beginsto
develop the concept that there are those who are not obeying Him. This kind of
thinking isparticularly set forth beginningin Hebrews5:11, whereweread:

Of whom we have many thingsto say, and hard to be uttered, seeing
yearedull of hearing.

Thislanguage pointsto thosewho have difficulty hearing. Immediately, we
think of two citationsthat rel ateto ahearing difficulty. Obvioudly, thisistalking about
hearing the Gospel. Thefirst citationis Amos 8:11. There we read:

Behold, the days come, saith the Lord GOD, that | will send afamine
intheland, not afamineof bread, nor athirst for water, but of hearing
the words of the LORD.

We also think of Jeremiah 5:21, where weread:

Hear now this, O foolish people, and without under standing; which
have eyes, and see not; which have ears, and hear not.

Alongwith Jeremiah 5:21, weremember thewords of God to the Jewswho
argued about the truths Paul was bringing to them. Weread in Acts 28, verses 26
and27:

Saying, Go unto thispeople, and say, Hearing ye shall hear, and shall
not understand; and seeing ye shall see, and not perceive: For the
heart of thispeopleiswaxed gross, and their earsaredull of hearing,
and their eyes have they closed; lest they should see with their eyes,
and hear with their ears, and under stand with their heart, and should
be converted, and | should heal them.

Notice the usage of the phrase “ dull of hearing” in this passage.

At this time, there is no longer any hope that God
will bring any church to a position of
reconciliation with God.
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These three citations all speak of the condition that exists in the local
congregationsat the end of the church age. At thistime, thereisno longer any hope
that God will bring any churchto aposition of reconciliationwith God. Therefore, we
can be quite certain that these verses of Hebrews5 and 6 areidentified with theend
of the church age.

Totest thisand to obtain truth from these verses, we should ook at each one
in detail. Hebrews 5:9 sets the stage for that which follows. The phrase“ all them
that obey him” implies that there are those who do not obey Him, and those
disobedient persons and churches are under the wrath of God.

We havelearned in our study of the parable of the wheat and the tares that
therefinally comesatimewhenthetareswill beboundin preparationfor their burning
(Judgment Day). One major way the tares are bound is that the churches no longer
havean ahility tounderstand Bibletruth. God devel opsthisthought intheversesthat
follow Hebrews5:11. Weread in Hebrews 5:12-14:

For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that one
teach you again which bethefirst principlesof theoraclesof God; and
are become such as have need of milk, and not of strong meat. For
every one that useth milk is unskilful in the word of righteousness:
for heis a babe. But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full
age, even those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to
discern both good and evil.

These verses emphasize the fact that if we are true believers, our
understanding of the Bible should consistently increase. One of thechief tasksgiven
to the church was the ministry of the Word (Acts 6:4). To adequately minister the
Word, that is, toteachtheWord of GodinaGod-glorifyingway, thechurch overseers
should be constantly increasing their understanding of the Bible. However, inthese
verses, God is speaking of a condition wherein there is no increase in the
understanding of the Bible. Thefirst principles of truth upon which the church was
founded remain static. Thereis no awarenessthat the Bible isfull of gold nuggets
of truth, waiting to be discovered in God’'s own time. Thus, the confessions, the
statements of faith, the systematic theology to which the church subscribes,
effectively becomethelimitsof theological truth that thelocal church holds. There
are no attempts to further fine tune these first doctrines to make sure that they are
asBiblical aspossible.

Newborn Babies Should Grow

But one should never remain a baby.

In these verses of Hebrews 5, God likens this situation to those who never
go beyond the baby stage. In | Peter 2:2, God speaks of new believers as newborn
babies who desire the milk of the Word. But one should never remain ababy. If he
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does, it means there is something dreadfully wrong with that child. However, in
Hebrews 5:12, God indicates that the church’ s knowledge of these first important
doctrinesisso tenuous, it remains so incompl ete, that theteachersinthe church are
unable to adequately continue to develop as teachers of these things. Rather, they
are like babies who still need teachers to teach them concerning these doctrines.

God expectsthetrue believersto grow in grace (11 Peter 3:18). Likewise,
thelocal congregation, under the spiritual oversight of the pastor and elders, should
grow in its understanding of the teachings of the Bible. As they grow in
understanding, they should become increasingly sensitive to that which is right
doctrineand that whichiswrongdoctrine. Thus, their ability tofinetunethedoctrinal
teachingsof the church shouldincrease. They should beabletodiscerngood and evil,
asHebrews5, verse 14, indicates. They should beincreasingly sensitiveto and reject
doctrines or practices that have been introduced, or may be introduced, into the
congregation that are contrary to the teachings of the Bible. In other words, asthe
local church matures, it should be more and morefaithful to the Bible even though
it may mean rejection or modification of some of theteachingsthat thefathersof the
church or of the denomination held.

First Principles

God continuesto devel op thisprinciplein the next verses. In Hebrews 6: 1-
2, weread:

Therefore leaving the principles of the doctrine of Christ, let us go
on unto perfection; not laying again the foundation of repentance
from dead works, and of faith toward God, Of the doctrine of
baptisms, and of laying on of hands, and of resurrection of the dead,
and of eternal judgment.

Inthesetwo verses, God setsforth thefundamental, first principlesof Bible
truth. These six doctrines should have been understood throughout the church age.
In fact, they are the matrix in which church confessions and denominational
systematictheology exist. Thesesix doctrinesaretruly thefoundation of the Gospel.

There always should have been an eager desire to
understand more of the Bible.

However, intheseverses, God instructsthe churchto goto perfection. That
is, there always should have been an eager desire to understand more of the Bible.
At any timeduring the church age, astudent of the Bible knew that therewere many
versesinthe Biblethat he could not understand. Now, very humbly, he recognizes
that God hashisown timetablefor revealing truth from the Bible. Now and then, as
he carefully compares Scripture with Scripture, alwayspraying that theHoly Spirit
will lead him into truth, he understands some of the versesalittle bit more clearly.
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Infact, we read about thisin Isaiah 28:9-10:

Whom shall he teach knowledge? and whom shall he make to
under stand doctrine? them that areweaned from themilk, and drawn
from the breasts. For precept must be upon precept, precept upon
precept; lineupon ling, lineupon line; herealittle, and there a little.

These versesin Isaiah 28 emphasi ze the same truth that we read about in
Hebrews5 and 6. When we begin to understand the Word of God, we arelikelittle
babieswho beginwith milk. Thenweareweaned from the milk and moveontomore
solidfood. Buttheprocessislittleby little, precept (law) by precept (law), herealittle,
therealittle. InIsaiah 28:9-10, God usesthe growth of ababy asan example of the
growthinknowledgeof spiritual truth. Thebaby doesnot instantly walk and run. He
doesnot instantly haveafull vocabulary. Hedoesnotimmediatel y understand proper
mannersnor isheableto eat the samekind of food that hisparentseat. Rather, little
by little, he progressesfrom ahel plessbaby to astrong, self-reliant adult. Hearrives
therelittle by little over a span of many years.

Growing Toward Perfection

Thisiswhat God expected of thelocal congregationsthroughout the church
age. They begin with areasonable understanding of the six foundational truths set
forthin Hebrews6:1-2. Thenlittleby little, law by law, herealittleand therealittle,
they should grow intheir knowledge of the Bible. It may beaslow growth but there
must be growth. Thisis so just as a baby must grow.

Thismeansthat Bible scholars should not be content to simply understand
thetheol ogical statementsof eminent theol ogiansof thepast, like Augustineor Calvin
or Luther, etc. Intheir spiritual growth, they should becomeincreasingly moreprecise
and Biblical regarding any doctrine of the Bible. Intheir increasing discernment of
good and evil, they should beremoving statementsfromtheir church doctrinethat are
not altogether true to the Bible. Thus, as time goes on, there should be increasing
agreement between the theologians of the various denominations concerning
important teachings such as baptismsand salvation.

Why should this not be? All the denominations look to the Bible as the
inerrant, infallible Word of God. Virtually all thedenominationsexpect their pastors
toknow Greek and Hebrew, which arethemain original languagesinwhichtheBible
waswritten. By their knowledge of theselanguages, the seminary-trainedindividuals
should be able to check the work of the translators in order to discover errorsin
trandation.

Snce, presumably, all the pastors of the various denominations
are saved individuals indwelt by the Holy Spirit, one would think
that over the years, denominational differences should have
increasingly disappeared.
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Since, presumably, all the pastors of the various denominations are saved
individuals indwelt by the Holy Spirit, one would think that over the years,
denominational differencesshould haveincreasingly disappeared. TheBibleteaches
thereisoneLord, onefaith, and one baptism (Ephesians 4:4-6). This should bethe
goal of thechurch asit strivesto obey the command of Hebrews 6:1-2to go onunto
perfection. Effectively, Godissayingweareto never ceasetryingtolearnmorefrom
theBible. Thus, denominational differencesin understanding baptism, the nature of
salvation, and end time events should gradually disappear. Differences in
interpretation of various verses that relate to these doctrines should have largely
disappeared. We know that the Bible can teach only one truth.

Thefact isthat thisis not taking place. The various denominations hold to
their denominational teachingsasrigorously asthey did at any timeintheir history.
If agreement doesbegin to devel op between two denominations, ordinarily, it will be
in favor of adoctrinal position that islesstrue to the Bible. Thisis seen today, for
example, in many Reformed churches, asincreasingly, we find them catering to a
free-will gospel. Also, weseeit in staunch Baptist churchesthat previously insisted
ontheKing JamesV ersion of the Bible but now have succumbedtotheinferior NIV
Bible

Thus, thewarning of Hebrews6:1-2 isvery timely. However, in our day, it
isadramatic and timely warning because aswe continuein Hebrews 6, wewill learn
that the warning of these versesis particularly pointing to our day.

As God Permits

We will further develop this truth as we continue and examine the next
verses. In Hebrews 6:3, we read:

And thiswill wedo, if God permit.

We must realize that any truth we receive from the Bibleis ultimately the
work of God theHoly Spirit workinginour lives. Any doctrinesheld by any church
or denomination that are true to the Bible were given to true believers within that
denomination. Unfortunately, that denomination al so may hold doctrinesthat arenot
true to God’ s Word. These latter doctrines are the result of man trying to cometo
truth without the benefit of the guidance of theHoly Spirit. Truebelieversor unsaved,
in either case, theseindividualsaretrying their best to teach the truths of the Bible.
Hebrews 6, verse 3, indicates that an increase in truth can happen only as God
permits, that is, God has atimetableto reveal truth.

Do you remember what we read in Daniel 12:9? Daniel Chapter 12
concernsthe end of theworld and eventsthat lead up toit, and in that context, God
told Daniel inverse9:

... Gothy way, Daniel: for thewordsare closed up and sealed till the
time of the end.

ItisGod' splanthat certaintruthswill not beunderstood until thetimewhen
theworldisvery near theend. God will not violate hisown declarations. Therefore,
Hewill not permit an understanding of these verses until that time has come.
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Therefore, atension existed all through the church age and continues after
the church age. Ontheonehand, thetruebelieversareto constantly study the Bible.
They should endeavor to understand everything they possibly canfromtheBible. As
they do so, they should constantly beseech the Lord to give them a correct
understanding. Ontheother hand, thereare many teachingsof the Biblethat God will
not reveal to them, regardless of how earnestly or faithfully they search for truth or
pray for truth. God will permit an understanding only in accordance with Hisown
timetable.

There is great blessing to those who eagerly search for greater
understanding of difficult passages of the Bible.

Of course, there is great blessing to those who eagerly search for greater
understanding of difficult passagesof theBible. Asthey seek for additional truth, they
also constantly review the doctrines which they and their denomination hold to be
true. Thus, they will correct any wrong doctrinesor ideasthey may have. Obviously,
aswehavealready indicated, if thisplan of God had beenrigorously and vigorously
carried out by all thedenominations, thenintime, thedifferencesintheunderstanding
of thefoundational principlesset forthin Hebrews6:1-2 would begreatly minimized.

Hebrews6, verse 3, which stressesthat thetrue believerswill dothisif God
permits, isparticularly significant at theend of the church age, thevery timeat which
theseversesareespecially directed. Aswelearned from Daniel 12:9, much truth will
berevealedjust prior to Christ’ sreturn at theend of theworld. Sincethereissomuch
Biblical evidencethat we have arrived at that timein history, we might expect that
theologians and Bibleteachersall over theworld were discovering additional truth
fromtheBible. Thishashappened, for example, in Chapter 5 of thisstudy, anumber
of truths are listed that had not been known prior to our generation.

However, sadly, we must acknowledgethat thisisnot the casein connection
with the local congregations. We know this because very few fear and tremble
beforethe Word of God. Itisdifficult to find aseminary or achurch wherethey are
rejoicing over additional truths they have learned from the Bible. In fact, many
theologiansand Bibleteachersflatly deny the possibility of progressiverevelation.

We must understand that when we speak of progressiverevelation, we are
not speaking of revelationinadditiontothat whichiswrittenintheBible. Progressive
revelation simply means that from time to time, God opens our eyes to further
understanding of that whichiswrittenin HisWord. Sometheol ogians speak of this
asfurther illumination.

... from time to time God opens our eyes to further
understanding of that which is written.

Unfortunately, an understanding of the foundational truths of the Bibleis
increasingly taken from those who deny that there is increased understanding of
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God's revelation, the Bible. As indicated by the parable of the talents (Matthew
25:24-30), even that which they had is taken from them. Moreover, when other
people do come to additional truth, these same theologians have no ability to

honorably andfaithfully critiquethese new truths. Thisisso becausethey themselves
are not searching the Bible. And as indicated earlier, they may flatly deny the
possibility of learning these new truths. That is, they deny the possibility of

progressiverevelation.

Unfortunately, these versesin Hebrews Chapters 5 and 6 have very unkind
thingsto say about thissituation. A baby must grow. If hedoesnot grow, heisingreat
trouble. Likewise, theremust be spiritual progressasGod permitsan understanding
beyond these foundational truths. If thereisno growth, those who areinvolved are
indeeptroublewith God. Thisdeeptroubleisset forthintheversesthat follow verse
3

Salvation No Longer Possible

Let us continue by examining the next verses, Hebrews 6:4-6, where we
read:

For it isimpossible for those who were once enlightened, and have
tasted of the heavenly gift, and were made partakers of the Holy
Ghost, And havetasted the good word of God, and the powers of the
world to come, If they shall fall away, to renew them again unto
repentance; seeing they crucify to themselves the Son of God afresh,
and put him to an open shame.

Theseversesemphasi ze that because thefoundational doctrinesset forthin
Hebrews 6:1-2 have been taught in a church, there has been great blessing in that
congregation. We must remember that throughout the church age, the Holy Spirit
was actively saving people in those churches. The foundational truths named in
verses1and 2 weretaught there, so enlightenment wasavailableto the congregation.
Someindividual sdid become saved when they tasted the heavenly gift and thegood
Word of God.

Many of these tares are pastors and elders and deacons.

However, especially near the end of the church age, thereisafalling away.
Satan has been able to seed these churches with tares. Many of these tares are
pastors and elders and deacons. This is why the church cannot get beyond the
foundational doctrines. These tares do not tremble before the Bible. Rather, these
taresare“ ministersof righteousness” who believethey are serving Christ, and yet,
they subtly and increasingly take their congregation away from truth. Then, when
GodtheHoly Spiritleavesthat congregation, and God | eft every congregation at the
beginning of thetimeof the Great Tribulation, thefallingaway iscomplete. Itisadead
church ruled over by Satan.
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It is Impossible to Repent

That setsthe stagefor the next ominous statements of Hebrews6:6. Putting
verses 4 and 6 together, we learned that, “it is impossible for those
[congregations] whower eonceenlightened . . . if they shall fall away [literally:
and having fallen away], to renew them again unto repentance.”

This statement echoes all that we have learned about the end of the church
age, at whichtime God’ sjudgment isupon each and every local congregation. This
judgment ison them because God hasfinished using theinstitution of the churchto
bring the Gospel and also because they have become so spiritually dead that it is
impossible to renew them again to repentance. As a congregation, they cannot be
renewed to repentance because God the Holy Spirit has abandoned all the local
churches. God isno longer present in any of these congregations. God’ smercy can
nolonger befoundinany local congregation. Thisisthereason why congregations
cannot repent. God isfinished withthem and He hasleft them. Never againwill they
beaninstrument in God' shandto bring the Gospel. Aswelearned from the parable
of the wheat and the tares, God's only remaining action is to bind the tares in
preparationfor the burning.

Verse 6 continues with the declaration, “seeing they crucify to
themselves the Son of God afresh, and put him to an open shame.” To
understand this phrase, we should look back at the time Jesus was crucified. Who
weretheseindividual swho wanted Him crucified?

Crucifixionwasthemost ignoble, themost heinous, the most despi cable act
that could be committed against a Jewish person. Not only did it mean that the
individua would die aslow and torturous death, it also meant that he would be on
public display as someone cursed by God. Weread in the Galatians 3:13:

Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a
cursefor us: for it iswritten, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a
tree.

Crucifixion was the most ignable, the most heinous,
the most despicable act that could be committed
against a Jewish person.

Of course, these Jewish leaderswerefully aware of thislaw of God which
wasfirst stated in Deuteronomy 21:23. Therefore, their intense desire was not only
tokill Jesus but also to publicly shame Him asmuch as possible.

But how doesthisrelateto the end of the church age?Hebrews6:6 declares:

If they shall fall away, to renew them again unto repentance; seeing
they crucify to themselves the Son of God afresh, and put him to an
open shame.
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We can now understand what God is teaching here. Those who belong to
the churchesthat have fallen away, at thetimewhen it isimpossible for themto be
renewed to repentance, are like the Jewish leaders who crucified Christ. God is
giving us a signpost that points to the spiritual condition of those who insist on
remaining in the local congregations after they have fallen away. Remember, we
learned that beginningwiththetimeof the Great Tribulation, every local congregation
has been forsaken by God and is under the rule of Satan.

God iswarning that the church overseers who insist on disobeying God's
command to leave their church, who have never gone beyond the foundational
doctrinesbecausethey do not understand the principal of progressiverevelation, and
who do not stand before God infear and trembling asatrue believer should, arelike
the high priest and Phariseeswho desired the crucifixion of Christ. Christisdead to
them and they have no savior. And like the Pharisees who wanted Jesus crucified,
effectively, they are heaping shame on Jesus asthey despise His commandment to
flee from the churches.

Now we can have some understanding asto why Christ has so much to say
about thespiritual condition of the Jewsandtheir leadersin Jesus' day. Godisactualy
giving us an in-depth look into the hearts of the members and |eaders of the local
churchesat the end of the church agewho will not obey God’ scommand to forsake
the churches. God is teaching us that they are exactly like the Pharisees of Jesus
day. And so, again and again, we come back to theseterrible things of Matthew 13,
Matthew 23, and John 8, where God has so many ugly thingsto say about the Jewish
leaders. These are horrible statements, and God has carefully placed them in the
Biblefor our instruction.

These awful words of Hebrews 6:6 have greatly helped us to understand
why God’ sjudgment isonthe churchesand congregations. Thesituationisfar more
seriousthan that which outwardly can be seen. Itisincredibly serious. If wedid not
havetheBible, wemight suspect that the spiritual condition of thelocal congregation
is dead but we could not be certain. However, the Bible gives us the facts. The
situationisvery bad but we do not want to believeit. Wewish wehad not read these
terrible verses. But hell isterrible, and it isclosing in ontheworld.

Wonderfully, today isstill theday of salvation. Wonderfully, outside of the
local churches, agreat multitudeisbeing saved. Wonderfully, Christisstill building
Hischurch. Itisthe eternal church that will exist throughout eternity.

As further corroboration of our understanding of these verses, God
continuesin Hebrews 6, verses 7 and 8:

For the earth which drinketh in therain that cometh oft upon it, and
bringeth forth herbs meet for them by whom it is dressed, receiveth
blessing from God: But that which beareth thorns and briers is
rejected, and is nigh unto cursing; whose end is to be burned.

Thislanguage parallels Isaiah 5, where God speaks of the church ageasa
vineyard. That vineyard can be shown to be pointing to the local congregations
throughout the church age. Thelanguage concerning theend of that vineyard speaks
of briersand thorns, just asHebrews 6:8 speaksof briersandthorns. Isaiah 5, verses
6and 7, declare:
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And | will lay it waste: it shall not be pruned, nor digged; but there
shall come up briersand thorns: | will also command the cloudsthat
they rainnorain upon it. For thevineyard of theL ORD of hostsisthe
house of Israel, and the men of Judah his pleasant plant: and he
looked for judgment, but behold oppression; for righteousness, but
behold acry.

How awful! How terrible that thisisthe end of the local churches.

Thelanguage of Hebrews 5:9 through Hebrews 6:8 isvery foreboding and
very negative. However, in the verses that follow, God turns to more pleasant
thoughts. He continuesin Hebrews 6:9-10:

But, beloved, we ar e persuaded better things of you, and things that
accompany salvation, though we thus speak. For God is not
unrighteous to forget your work and labour of love, which ye have
shewed towar d hisname, in that ye have minister ed to the saints, and
do minister.

Previous verses focus particularly on the end of the church age, but this
citationismoreusual exhortation about the nature of salvation and the conduct of the
true believers. Thus, we learn that these verses of Hebrews 5 and Hebrews 6 are
aninterjectionintothegrand doctrine of salvation set forthinthe Book of Hebrews.

InHebrews10:25, thereisanother interjection that teachestruthssimilar to
that whichwehavelearnedinthisstudy. Therefore, wewill ook at theseverses, al so.
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Chapter 7

Willful Sin

In Hebrews 10 there are versesthat are similar to and just as mysterious as
the verses we have been examining in Hebrews 6. Hebrews 10:26 warns:

For if wesin wilfully after that we havereceived the knowledge of the
truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins.

Thisverse speaksof willful sinsbeing committed for which therecanbeno
forgiveness.

But every siniswillful. When David committed fornication with Bathsheba,
itwaswillful sin. Hecertainly did not losehissalvation. How then canit bethat willful
sinplacesapersoninsuch aposition that thereis“ nomor esacrificefor sins,” that
is, because of that willful sin, thereisno possibility of forgiveness.

The scribes of Mark 3 willfully accused Jesus of being under the authority
of Satan rather than the Holy Spirit. In that very narrow context, they blasphemed
theHoly Spiritandfor that sin, Jesussaid thereisnoforgiveness. Thatistheonly sin
that we have been aware of that carried that warning.

However, Hebrews 10:26 speaksabout awillful sinwhich placesthesinner
inaposition of no possibility of forgiveness. Isthisal so speaking about blasphemy
of theHoly Spirit? The context doesnot appear to indicatethat sin. But what sincan
beinview?

They apply only to individuals in the local congregations
at the end of the church age.

The solution to these Hebrews 10 verses is similar to the solution to the
difficult verseswe have been examining in Hebrews 6. Wewill discover that these
verses do not apply to the season of the church age. They apply only toindividuals
in the local congregations at the end of the church age. When we understand this
application, the entire passage comesinto precise focus.

Assembling of Ourselves

We will begin the study of these verses by carefully examining Hebrews
10:24-25. Thereweread:

And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good
works: Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the
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manner of someis; but exhorting one ancther: and so much themore,
as ye see the day approaching.

Immediately, we should take note of the fact that God is giving usatime
clue. Verse 25 declares, “as ye see the day approaching.” Long ago we learned
that Bible phraseslike“theday” and“that day” ordinarily point towards Judgment
Day, God'sfinal wrath on the unsaved. We know that Judgment Day isinview in
this verse because when we read a little further, we discover that God declaresin
Hebrews 10, verses 30 and 31:

... Vengeance belongeth unto me, | will recompense, saith the Lord.
And again, TheLord shall judge hispeople. Itisafearful thingto fall
into the hands of the living God.

Since the final Judgment follows almost immediately after the end of the
church age (Matthew 24:29), we can be surethat this passage is speaking about the
end of the church age. As we further examine these verses, this truth will be
increasingly evident.

Returning to Hebrews 10, verses 24 and 25, we read a very curious
comment. Verse 25 declares:

Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner
of someis. ..

Thisisindeed curiouslanguage. Onewouldthink that it would bemorel ogical
to say, “not forsaking the assembling of the congregation” or “not forsaking the
assembling of thechurch.” Why does God usethe strangelanguage, “ assembling of
ourselves’ ? Aswehavea ready noted, God isfocusing on thetimewhen Judgment
Day isvery near. We understand this by the phrase, “so much themore, asye see
the day approaching.”

Ancther curiosity is the usage of the Greek word episynagogen which is
trandlated “ assembling together.” This Greek word is used in only one other
instancein the Bible. That citationis |l Thessalonians 2:1, where we read:

Now we beseech you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ, and by our gathering together unto him.

Thephrase*” gatheringtogether” inthisverseistranslated from the same
Greek word episynagogen. When we look at the context of 11 Thessalonians 2:1,
weknow who isassembling or gathering together. This passageis speaking of those
individual swho are gathering together to meet Christ at hiscoming. Theonly people
who are ready to meet Christ at hiscoming aretrue believers. Churcheswill not be
ready to meet Christ. Whole congregations are not ready to meet Christ. Even if
Christ had comebeforethe church agewasover, only aremnant of the congregation
would have been ready to meet Him.
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The point God ismaking isthat the Greek word episynagogen emphasi zes
thegatheringtogether of individuals. Itisnot inany way |ooking at abody of people
who are all members of onelocal congregation.

This agrees with the usage of the same Greek word, episynagogen, which
we find in Hebrews 10:25, where God emphasizes that individuals are in view as
indicated by the usage of theword “ ourselves.” Thus, abody of people, likealocal
congregation, cannot beinview inHebrews 10:25 any morethanalocal congregation
couldbeinviewin|l Thessalonians2:1.

We might recall that Jesus points to the individuality of those who are
raptured. In Luke 17:34-37, God underscores again and again that, “one shall be
taken, and theother shall beleft.” Thus, we seethat the focus of Hebrews 10:25
isnot onacongregation. Itisonindividuals.

In the book “The End of the Church Age and After,” we learned from the
Biblethat the season of thefinal harvest came after the church age was finished. It
isaseason when thetask of harvesting hasbeen assigned toindividuals, not tolocal
congregations. Assembling of ourselvestogether asindividuals meansthat thereis
no membership and no spiritual overseerswho exercise spiritual rule over thetrue
believers. No outward actions are required, for example, no water baptisms, no
confessionsof faith, no observancesof communion services, no church membership,
no promisesto uphold thedoctrines of alocal congregation. Itissimply individuals
gathering together to exhort one another (the word “exhort” would be better
translated “comfort”).

Thenumber of people gathering together may beassmall asoneindividual
whoisinfellowship with God. Wereadin| John 1:3:

That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye also
may have fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship is with the
Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ.

As we have learned, a key word is “ ourselves.”

It could bethat anumber of like-minded peoplewill assembletogether. As
wehavelearned, akey wordis" ourselves.” Thefocusisonindividuals, not onabody
of people asit had been to a high degree throughout the church age.

But how doesthisrelateto the next verse, Hebrews 10:26, which declares:

For if wesin wilfully after that we havereceived the knowledge of the
truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins.

What could be the meaning of willful sin? Aswelearned earlier, al sinis
willful. Wesurely know that Jesus cameto savewillful sinners. Hecertainly did not
come to save “good” people. But these verses are speaking of someone who has
committedwillful sinfor whichthereisnoforgiveness. How canthisbe? Wealready
mentioned that blasphemy of theHoly Spiritisunforgivablesin. Buttoour knowledge,
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that sin was committed only by the scribeswho wanted Jesuskilled, anditisnotin
any way in view in these verses of Hebrews 10. There must be another answer.

The Willful Sin of Refusing to Leave the Local Church

Indeed, thereis. Wemust remember the sad fact that at theend of thechurch
age, al over theworld, theHoly Spirit | eft the congregations. God hasabandoned the
churches and Satan now rulesin them. However, at the sametime, God commands
thetruebelieverstofleefromthe churches, if they have not already beendriven out.
They are to come out of the churches, which have become a spiritual Babylon,
because they are ruled over by Satan who istypified by the king of Babylon.

Then this question can be asked: If an individual willfully disobeys the
command to forsake the local congregation, and he continues to be a part of that
congregation, can hepossibly find or expect any forgivenessfrom God? Thesad and
terrible answer hasto be, absolutely not.

Thereason there cannot be forgivenessisthat God isno longer present in
that congregation to forgive. No longer can God’'s mercy be found in that
congregation. Now God is showing mercy only to individual s outside of the local
congregation.

Hebrews10:26 indicatesthat theseindividual shavereceived theknowledge
of thetruth. That is, they own aBible and know it isthe Word of God. They have
learned about many teachings from the Bible. They have knowledge but that
knowledge has not produced obedience. They know many Biblical truths but they
have never become saved. Unfortunately for them, God is finished with that
congregation and He is no longer present within it to save.

This agrees with the phrase, “there remaineth no more sacrifice for
sins,” inverse 26. Thus, if anindividual willfully disobeysthe command to forsake
the local congregation, he is no longer in an environment where salvation and
forgivenessarepossible.

Obviously, the aternative to salvation is God’ s judgment. Thisis clearly
emphasized by the following verses of Hebrews 10, verses 27 and 28, where God

SaySs.

But a certain fearful looking for of judgment and fiery indignation,
which shall devour the adversaries. He that despised Moses law
died without mercy under two or three witnesses.

These verses should frighten church members to the core of their being.
These verses are not speaking of the wicked who are out in the world. They are
speaking of respectable, decent, moral, apparently godly men and women and
children, pastors, and elders, and deacons, and seminary professors who willfully
disobey God’'scommand to leavethelocal church.

God’s Mechanism to Separate the Wheat from the Tares

Aswelearned earlier, thiscommandisthe mechanism by which God, at the
present time, isseparating thewheat fromthetares. Intheseverses, God emphasizes
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that thereisno middleposition. If wewillfully disobey the command to comeout of
the church, we are |l eft without mercy.

To be in a place where there is no possibility of God's
mercy has to be terrible beyond belief.

Nomercy! How awful! How terrible! Godisamerciful God. Tobeinaplace
wherethereisno possibility of God’'s mercy hasto beterrible beyond belief. Even
inthemost wicked situationsintheworld, thereisthepossibility of God’ smercy. But
inany local congregation, however holy and pure the members may think they are,
thereisno longer any possibility of mercy. How dreadful!

The excusesthat may be offered to justify remaining in the church will not
helpat all. Onecan argue, “how do | know thetimehascometoleave,” or “how can
| besurethat every local church hasbeenincludedin God' sjudgment,” or “don’t we
till haveavery godly and qualified pastor who faithfully preachesthe Word,” etc.
But noneof that will help thesituation. Nolonger will God be merciful tothosewho
willfully disobey the command to comeout.

Hebrews 10, verse 29, further emphasizes the enormous seriousness of
willfully disobeying God’ scommand. Thereweread:

Of how much sorer punishment, suppose ye, shall he be thought
worthy, who hath trodden under foot the Son of God, and hath
counted the blood of the covenant, wherewith he was sanctified, an
unholy thing, and hath done despite unto the Spirit of grace?

Three dreadful explanations of the enormity of thissin are set forthin the
following (from Hebrews 10:29).

1. “who hath trodden under foot the Son of God”

2. “hath counted the blood of the covenant, wherewith he was
sanctified, an unholy thing”

3. “and hath done despite unto the Spirit of grace”

Wehavelearned that willful sinisthesin of disobeying God’ scommandto
come out of the church. How can God make these terrible accusati ons because of
one willful sin? He can do so because disobedience to thiscommand islike thetip
of an iceberg. This disobedience reveals the sad fact that this individual has not
become saved. Hehasbeen sanctified or set apart in the same sensethat the unsaved
spouseissanctified by thesaved spouse (I Corinthians 7:14). Hehasbeen amember
of the divineinstitution called a church, so he has been set apart from theworld in
that he could hear the Gospel and be in the company of thosein the church, which
included true believers. He has enjoyed many of God's blessings because of his
association with the church. However, his willful disobedience of this command
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demonstrates his rebellion against God. He is despising the true Gospel and
effectively claiming that heiswiser than God.

The phrase, “ hath trodden under foot the Son of God,” islanguage of
a victory. By their disobedience to the command to leave the congregation,
effectively, they areinsisting they havewon. By their “do-it-yourself” gospel, they
have achieved asalvationin away that ispleasing to them. They believetheir local
congregation hastriumphed andissecureall theway tothelast day. Effectively, they
are saying, “who really needs the Bible when we have these fine doctrines and
practices that our church teaches.”

Moreover, do you recall the words of Matthew 5:13, where God says:

Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt have lost his savour,
wherewith shall it be salted? it is thenceforth good for nothing, but
to be cast out, and to be trodden under foot of men.

Totrod under foot the Son of God thus meansto consider Christ asgood for
nothing or worthless. What ahorribleindictment!

The phrase “the blood of the covenant” refersto the Lord Jesuswho is
the very essence of the covenant (the law) of God. But these church members are
declaring, effectively, that Christ and His covenant of grace isunholy. They have
their ownkind of gospel, and they insist that Godiswrongtotell peopletoleavetheir
churches. They insist that itisasinful act, and therefore, if God commandsit, Heis
unholy; Heisguilty of sin.

Finally, by the phrase, “and hath done despiteunto the Spirit of grace,”
God declaresthat they desireto hurt, to reproach, to bring shame on God the Holy
Spirit who by His grace has brought salvation. All of the statements of verse 29
emphasi zethe arrogant rebellion of thosewho are not trembling beforethe Word of
God.

Effectively, the command to come out of the local
congregation puts each and every individual in
that congregation on trial.

Effectively, the command to come out of the local congregation puts each
andeveryindividual inthat congregationontrial. Inthistria, Godisrevealing al those
who have never surrendered to God. They have never had broken and contrite
hearts. They are confessing members of that church because they trust the pastor
or the confessions of the church. However, in actuality, they spurn the Gospel, and
they are in complete rebellion against the true Gospel. And now they are in an
environment where there isno possibility of salvation. They aretares being bound
inpreparationfor burning.

How harsh these statements are, but thisiswhat God teachesus. These are
God’ swarnings, and therefore, we should listen to them very, very carefully.
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God Shall Judge His People

The phrase recorded in Hebrews 10:30, “The Lord shall judge his
people,” can now be understood. Ordinarily, we could read thisand ask, “how isit
possiblethat God will judge Hispeople? Arenot Hispeoplethosewho have become
saved? And since they have become saved, doesn’t that mean that they will never
comeintojudgment?’

It is altogether true that “his people” can refer to those who have become
saved. Buttheterm“hispeople”’ canasorefer tothosewho aremembersof adivine
ingtitution that externaly represents the kingdom of God even though they
themselvesarestill unsaved. The Old Testament nation of |srael was God’ speople.
However, at any timeintheir history, most of theindividual sinthat nation remained
unsaved.

Likewise, every confessing member of alocal congregation throughout the
church age was considered to be included among God' s people. But as we have
learnedinthisstudy, inall likelihood, most of them remained unsaved. Therefore, the
solemn warning isgivento usthat the Lord will judge His people.

This echoes the language of verses such as | saiah 5:25, where God says:

Thereforeisthe anger of the LORD kindled against his people, and
he hath stretched forth his hand against them, and hath smitten
them: and the hills did tremble, and their carcases weretorn in the
midst of the streets. For all thishisanger isnot turned away, but his
hand is stretched out still.

It echoes the language of | Peter 4:17:

For thetimeis comethat judgment must begin at the house of God:
and if it first begin at us, what shall the end be of them that obey not
the gospel of God?

To make certain that we correctly understand the awful nature of this
judgment of God, Hebrews Chapter 10 continuesin verse 31

It isa fearful thingto fall into the hands of the living God.

Thisverse carrieswithit all thewarningsin the enormous number of Bible
verses that speak of the wrath of God. If anyone wishes to know of the danger he
isin by hisinsistenceupon remaining inthelocal congregation, he should carefully
read each and every verse in the Bible that speaks of God' s wrath. As he does so,
heshould remember that in God' s perfect righteousness, in Hisperfect justice, inHis
perfect faithfulnessto the law of God, in His perfect integrity, all the prophecies of
God swrath will be carried out.

“Let God betrue, but every man aliar” (Romans 3:4).
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Conclusion

This study has been concerned with very unhappy and awful truths. Now
we can begin to understand why God speaks of thisasatime of Great Tribulation
which has never before been experienced in the world. At a time when we see
churchesfilled with apparently happy and secure Christians all over the world, we
aretaught that thefactsare altogether different. We have discovered that the churches
are filled with tares. We have learned that throughout the church age, tares (un-
saved church members) have been virtually indistingui shable from the wheat (saved
church members). However, now that God has established the mechanism to sepa-
rate the wheat from the tares, we can begin to see the results.

Why This Terrible I ndictment

Beforewefinish thisstudy, some questions remain that should be addressed.
Oneimportant question surfacesaswe ook amoment longer at Hebrews 10:28 and
29, where God declares:

Hethat despised Moses' law died without mercy under two or three
witnesses: Of how much sorer punishment, suppose ye, shall he be
thought worthy, who hath trodden under foot the Son of God, and
hath counted the blood of the covenant, wherewith he was sancti-
fied, an unholy thing, and hath done despite unto the Spirit of grace?

We know that any sin isrebellion against God, and the perfect law of God
demands destruction as payment for any and every sin. But why should the willful
sin of refusing to obey God’'scommandment to forsakethelocal congregation cause
God to set forth the awful language of Hebrews 10:297? Earlier in our study, we
noted that God's wrath is upon these individuals who refuse to come out of the
churchesbecausein actuality, they have never become saved. However, isn'tit true
that God's wrath is the consequence of any sin?

Why does the sin of refusing to leave the local congregation cause God to
use the striking language, “Of how much sorer punishment, suppose ye, shall
he be thought worthy, who hath trodden under foot the Son of God.”

Surely, if any and every sinisterrible, then by this statement, God is saying
that the sin of not leaving the church at the end of the church age is super, super
terrible!

We can find an answer to this question as we examine, once more, God's
indictment as recorded in Hebrews 6 and Hebrews 10. In Hebrews 6, God speaks
of the congregation that is crucifying the Son of God afresh, putting Him to shame.
In Hebrews 10, God's indictment is against the individuals for whom there is no
longer any sacrificefor sin. God saysthat they trod under foot the Son of man, that
is, effectively, they are declaring that Jesus is worthless. These are enormously
seriousindictments.
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Thehorror of it all isthat the congregation and theindividual sin the congre-
gation are well acquainted with the Bible. As we learned from Hebrews 6, they
knew thefirst principlesof Bibletruth. Asindicated in Hebrews 10, theseindividuals
areinacongregation inwhich the Holy Spirit had been saving people. They also had
the Bible completely availableto them.

In other words, these local churches and the individual members within
them were much closer to the kingdom of God than those who were outside the
church. They werein “the holy place,” to use the language of Matthew 24:15. God
wasintheir midst. They were taught many truths of the Bible. Of all the peoples of
the world, they were the most knowledgeable of the God of the Bible and His
salvation program.

Thesin of disobeying God’'scommand to |eavethe church revealsaterrible
truth. Beforethe end of the church age, it appeared that the individuals of Hebrews
10 and the congregations of Hebrews 6 were faithful followers of Christ. But now
it showsthat their trust was not in Christ. It wasin the church or in the confessions
of the church or in their water baptism etc. They are revealed as being like the
seven women of Isaiah 4:1 who wanted the name of Christ but wanted their own
bread and apparel. That is, they insisted they were Christ’s children but they wanted
totailor their gospel to suit themselves. Thus, effectively, Christ was not needed for
their salvation. They believed their salvation was adequately supplied to them as
they followed the rules set forth by their church or denomination.

We are reminded of theteaching of Luke 12:47-48:

And that servant, which knew hislord’swill, and prepared not him-
self, neither did according to his will, shall be beaten with many
stripes. But hethat knew not, and did commit thingswor thy of stripes,
shall be beaten with few stripes. For unto whomsoever much isgiven,
of him shall be much required: and to whom men have committed
much, of him they will ask the more.

Unfortunately, by means of this study of the parable of the wheat and the
tares, together with the warnings of Hebrews 6 and 10, we now understand the
grievous seriousness of thewarning of Luke 12:47-48. God isinstructing usthat the
most grievous sinners under the fearful wrath of God are not the prostitutes, the
murderers, the thieves of theworld. Rather, it isthose within the churcheswho are
convinced they need not obey the command to come out of the church, thus show-
ing that they had never become saved. How terrible. How awful!

We Are Not to Judge Individuals

One more thought should be expressed. It is true that we are now in the
time of the separation of the wheat from the tares. However, those of us who
understand thisand realize thereality of thismust be certain that we do not begin to
make judgmentsregarding individualsremaining in or leaving the churches.

We all know individuals who have heard of the teaching that we are to
come out of the congregation, but thus far, they are refusing to do so. We must
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remember that no human can see the heart of that person. Inwardly, he may be
struggling with that question so that after much prayer and study of that command,
thenfinally, hewill leave the congregation.

Moreover, if someonereadily leavesthe church, that doesnot initself prove
that heistruly saved. Furthermore, there may beindividualsin the church who are
elect of God but at thistime, they are still unsaved. We know they will not become
saved aslong asthey remain in the church. Therefore, in someway, God must drive
them out becauseit isonly outside of the church that salvationis possible.

Itistruethat they will receive no spiritual guidancefromtheir church. This
is so because God has forsaken their church. However, when they hear truth from
sources outside of their church, God will have mercy on them, if they are elect of
God. They will cometo truth and realize they must leave their church.

We |earn this as we examine the situation in the synagoguesin Paul’s day.
Remember, at the time Jesus went back to heaven, God shifted the Gospel respon-
sibility away fromtheingtitution of the nation of I srael who worshiped inthetemple
and the synagogues. Ever since that time, no one has become saved because of the
preaching of the leaders of the synagogue. This situation continues to our present

day.

However, outside the synagogues, there were the churches that had been
given thetask of sending forth the Gospel. Paul, who had been a Pharisee, was sent
totell thosein the synagogues of God's plan of salvation. God now assigned thetask
of disseminating the Gospel to the local churches. While most synagogues perse-
cuted Paul for his efforts, some of the priests did believe as did some in the syna-
gogues of Thessalonicaand Berea (Acts 17:1-4, 10-12).

Likewise, inour day, God has shifted the care taking of the Gospel fromthe
local churchesto individuals outside the churches. However, as those who are out-
side share these truths with church members, or as church memberslisten to radio
programs such as those offered by Family Radio, God can work through these
efforts to rescue those who are still in the churches but should come out.

Of course, we must admit that the situation in the local churches |ooks
incredibly terrible. So few appear to betroubled by the command to leavethe church.
In fact, most people within the churches appear to have no interest whatsoever in
even beginning to study the question of leaving the church. And each day that passes
isagiant step that brings us closer to the final Judgment Day.

However, as peoplewithin the churcheslisten to the Gospel proclaimed by
those who are outside of the churches, we hope that some within the churches will
become saved and come out of the local churches.
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