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The Seven Seals Have Opened in Chronological Order 

And Verify the Timeline
by Robert Fitzpatrick

The book of Revelation is especially important to anyone trying to understand the five months between May 21 and this coming October 21.  In this amazing book of the Bible, we read about a series of visions given to the apostle John.   Many of those visions deal with the opening of a book that was sealed with seven seals.  

Imagine a book in the form of a very long sheet of paper that has been rolled up and sealed at seven spots along the paper’s edge.  In order to open the book so that you may unroll it and read it, you must open each of those seven seals.  In Revelation 5:1, we learn about the existence of such a book:

And I saw in the right hand of him that sat on the throne a book written within and on the backside, sealed with seven seals.
This book was held in God’s own hand, and only He could open it.  As we read Revelation, we find that God opens each seal; and we learn about His salvation plan by reading what John saw in each vision that follows the opening of a seal.  

We will see that it was only recently in history that the last seal was removed.  Only then was the book finally open so that it could be understood.  It’s important to realize something here: even though John saw the last seal being removed in his vision (so that the book was open), that vision was a picture of what God would do at a future time, long after John had died.  Not even this apostle, who was with the Lord Jesus and whose hand actually wrote some books of the Bible, could understand many of the things we can understand!  The last few years have been a very special time in history because it was only in our day that God “opened the book” to reveal amazing truths that had been hidden for over 1,900 years. 

A Review of the Timeline’s Final Events
An understanding of the timeline helps us understand the visions John had when the seals were opened.  The word “timeline” here refers to dates of major Biblical events.  These dates were discovered by Mr. Harold Camping and are based solely on the Bible.  Many proofs for these dates have also been discovered, so we know the dates are correct.  We are especially interested in the timeline’s final dates because those dates correspond to the final events of God’s salvation plan – and that plan is nearing completion.   

Here is a table of dates and events we need to know as we study the book of Revelation:

May 22, 33 A.D.


The church age begins.

May 21, 1988


The church age ends; start of the 






great tribulation.

September 7, 1994

The first part of the great 







tribulation ends and the second part 





begins; start of the latter rain, in which 





God saved many people outside the 






churches (the local congregations); 






judgment against the churches. 

May 21, 2011


The great tribulation ends; 







the latter rain ends; there is no longer any 




hope of salvation.

October 21, 2011


The date of the Rapture; the end of the 





world and the annihilation of the 






unsaved.


Notice that only one date remains in the future: October 21, 2011!

The Church Age, from Beginning to End

Before we look into the book of Revelation, we’ll check some verses from other books of the Bible to see what they can tell us about the church age.   

The first date in the table is the day the church age began.  That’s when God started to use the churches to spread the Gospel to the whole world, and it happened shortly after the day Jesus died on the cross in 33 A.D.  The church age began with a great miracle, as God poured out the Holy Spirit on the apostles.  We read about this in Acts 2:1-3:

And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord in one place.  And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting.  And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them.
Later on in that same chapter 2 of Acts, we learn that the apostles were miraculously given the ability to speak in other languages (Acts 2:4).  When they did, this phenomenon attracted the attention of devout men who were at that time in Jerusalem.  These were men “out of every nation under heaven” (Acts 2:5).  Since it was the feast of Pentecost, it makes sense that there would have been many men from other nations visiting Jerusalem.  These men came together and the apostle Peter spoke to them.  In Acts 2:41 we read what happened after that sermon: 

Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day there were added unto them about three thousand souls. 

On that day, about 3,000 people were saved.  This was a wonderful way for God to begin the church age.  Men from “every nation” heard the Gospel, and they in turn could bring it to distant lands.  God was preparing the way for churches to be planted all around the world. 

However, problems began to develop within the churches soon after they were established.  Read, for example, 2 Corinthians 11:3-4:

But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through his subtilty, so your minds should be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ.  For if he that cometh preacheth another Jesus, whom we have not preached, or if ye receive another spirit, which ye have not received, or another gospel, which ye have not accepted, ye might well bear with him.

 

A little later on in that same chapter, we read a warning that church members should have heeded and never forgotten.  That warning is in 2 Corinthians 11:13-15:

For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ.   And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light.  Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also be transformed as the ministers of righteousness; whose end shall be according to their works.  

Here God is warning that Satan has his own ministers, and that Satan can appear as an angel of light.  (One or more of the world’s major religions may trace its beginning to an occasion when Satan appeared as an angel of light.)  Other verses in the Bible show us that eventually Satan would actually rule in the church!  We see this in 2 Thessalonians 2:1-4: 

Now we beseech you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by our gathering together unto him,  That ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be troubled, neither by spirit, nor by word, nor by letter as from us, as that the day of Christ is at hand.  Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition;  Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God.
God here is telling us that at some time before the end of the world (“the day of Christ”), Satan will be ruling in the church.  This is one of those vital pieces of information that God sealed up until the time of the end (see Daniel 12:9).   When God’s people see this happen – and it can be seen only by searching through the Bible – they are to leave the church.   The Lord Jesus gave that command in the Gospels.  Matthew 24:15-16 is one place we find it:   

When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy place, (whoso readeth, let him understand:)  Then let them which be in Judaea flee into the mountains:

The “abomination of desolation” is a reference to the time when Satan rules in the church (the holy place).  When that happens, God’s people are to flee into the mountains; that is, they are to leave their church (local congregation) when they understand this truth.  We now know that day arrived over 23 years ago.

By now, you may be wondering why we should be concerned with the history of the church age.  If it ended in 1988, why do we need to know any details about it?  The fact is that many of the verses in Revelation dealing with the opening of the seven seals are actually telling us about the church age.  In order for us to understand what the book of Revelation reveals about the period following May 21 and continuing to October 21, we must be able to identify the verses dealing with the church age.

Four Seals Open: The Four Horsemen
Throughout the book of Revelation, we read about many strange visions the apostle John had when he was on the island of Patmos.   We know that these visions picture end-time events in God’s salvation plan.   We have understood that these visions are not in chronological order throughout the book.  However, we will see very strong evidence that the visions associated with the opening of the seals can be understood chronologically: they show us pictures of end time events that happen in chronological order.

In chapter 6, six seals open.  The first seal opens in verses 1 and 2, where we read:

And I saw when the Lamb opened one of the seals, and I heard, as it were the noise of thunder, one of the four beasts saying, Come and see.  And I saw, and behold a white horse: and he that sat on him had a bow; and a crown was given unto him: and he went forth conquering, and to conquer.
It has been thought that this rider is the Lord Jesus; but is it?  There is a similarity to Revelation 19:11:

And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he that sat upon him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he doth judge and make war.
The rider on this horse is clearly the Lord.  We also see Him in Revelation 19:21:

And the remnant were slain with the sword of him that sat upon the horse, which sword proceeded out of his mouth: and all the fowls were filled with their flesh. 

Revelation 1:16 is another verse describing the Lord Jesus in His glory:

And he had in his right hand seven stars: and out of his mouth went a sharp twoedged sword: and his countenance was as the sun shineth in his strength.
Notice that there is a big difference in the way the Lord is described in Revelation 1:16 and the description we find in Revelation 6:2.  In Revelation 1:16 as in Revelation 19, we see the Lord described as having a sword; but in Revelation 6:2, we read that the rider had a bow.   The word that has been translated as “bow” is the Greek word “toxon,” Strong’s number 5115.  The only place we find that word in the Bible is Revelation 6:2. 

In Revelation 6:3-4, we read that the second seal opens:

And when he had opened the second seal, I heard the second beast say, Come and see.  And there went out another horse that was red: and power was given to him that sat thereon to take peace from the earth, and that they should kill one another: and there was given unto him a great sword.
The rider on the red horse has been understood to be Satan.  However, we know from other studies that Satan was bound at the time of the cross.   (Satan remained bound until the end of the church age in 1988.  God used “a thousand years” to represent this period of time.  See Revelation 20:1-3).   We know that Satan was able to harass the church throughout its history (for example, see Mark 4:15), but this picture of a rider who takes peace from the earth doesn’t seem to agree with the idea of a bound Satan.   The logical question then is, “who is the rider on the red horse if it isn’t Satan, and who is the rider on the white horse if it isn’t the Lord?”   We will return to this matter a little later.   

We read about the opening of the third seal in Revelation 6:5, and see the result in the following verse.  Here is Revelation 6:5-6:

And when he had opened the third seal, I heard the third beast say, Come and see. And I beheld, and lo a black horse; and he that sat on him had a pair of balances in his hand.  And I heard a voice in the midst of the four beasts say, A measure of wheat for a penny, and three measures of barley for a penny; and see thou hurt not the oil and the wine.
Here, we see a picture of an earthly church having so little of the truth that it’s as if it is living through a famine.  Just as food must be measured out very carefully in order to survive a famine, this church has only a very little bit of truth to give its members.   However, notice the end of verse 6: “hurt not the oil and the wine.”  We know that oil is a picture of the Holy Spirit, which God gives to a person at the time he is saved (see Matthew 25:1-4); wine is used similarly as a symbol (to picture a person’s newly resurrected soul  - see Luke 5:38).  Therefore, it appears that in Revelation 6:5-6 God is showing us that even in a church where there was hardly any truth left, He was still willing to save people.  So if you are old enough to have been attending a local congregation any time before May 21 of 1988, even if its doctrines were largely erroneous and it knew only a little bit of Biblical truth, God may have saved you there!

The fourth horseman rides when the fourth seal is opened.  In Revelation 6:7-8, we read:

And when he had opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the fourth beast say, Come and see.  And I looked, and behold a pale horse: and his name that sat on him was Death, and Hell followed with him. And power was given unto them over the fourth part of the earth, to kill with sword, and with hunger, and with death, and with the beasts of the earth.
This appears to be a picture of a dead church, where no one is being saved.  We know that God was saving people in churches right up to the end of the church age, and the opening of the fourth seal was not a picture of the end of the church age (we will see this as we proceed).  Therefore, these two verses cannot be a picture of all the local congregations.  Even after the fourth horseman rode, God was still saving people.

Notice that “Death, and Hell” were given power (or authority, which is another possible meaning for the Greek word that is used here) over the fourth part of the earth.  We have learned that the third part is associated with all the local congregations.  Here, God must be telling us that somewhat less than the entirety of the congregations (because a fourth is less than a third) would become dead churches where you could not be saved.   That happened even before God ended the church age.  Therefore, the opening of the fourth seal was not the end of the church age.

What then can we say about timing for the opening of the first four seals?  When we read Revelation chapters 2 and 3, we read God’s letters to seven churches.  From these letters, we can see that even in the first century A.D., there were very serious problems in the churches.  Then, if we look at the timeline, we see that there is no date between 33 A.D. and 1988.  Based on this information, we can say that the first four seals were all opened at the same time in 33 A. D.   The fact that one of the four beasts speaks when each of these seals is opened might also be a hint that the first four seals are all opened at the same time: when the remaining seals are opened, we do not read about the four beasts.

It should be noted that the Greek word used for “beast” in connection with the four beasts is different than the word translated as “beasts” in Revelation 6:8.   The four beasts are described in Revelation 4:6-9 and are a representation of God Himself.  The Greek word used for any or all of the four beasts is Strong’s number 2226 (zoon).  On the other hand, the word translated as “beasts” in Revelation 6:8 is Strong’s number 2342 (therion).  That is the same word used to describe the poisonous snake that bit the apostle Paul when he was shipwrecked on Malta (Acts 28:4-5).  In Revelation 6:8, the “beasts of the earth” used by “Death, and Hell” to kill appear to be ministers who bring a false gospel.  In a way, they are like the venomous “beast” that bit the apostle Paul; however, their poison is a false gospel rather than snake venom. 

Now let’s return to the question of the identity of the riders on those four horses.  Who are they?  You have probably seen a picture of a figure called “Uncle Sam.”   He is commonly used in drawings to represent the United States of America.  God is apparently doing something similar with the four horsemen.  Perhaps we can understand the figures as people who represent the earthly church in some way.  

Beginning with the rider on the white horse, we see a picture of one of God’s children.  Notice what the Lord Jesus told the apostles right before He went back to heaven.  In Acts 1:8, we read:

But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.  

The “witnesses” were dispatched right after the Holy Spirit was poured out on that Pentecost day when the church age began.  Recall that the rider on the white horse carried a bow.  A verse we find in 2 Samuel supports the idea that each of God’s elect is equipped with a bow.  In 2 Samuel 1:17-18, we read:

And David lamented with this lamentation over Saul and over Jonathan his son:   (Also he bade them teach the children of Judah the use of the bow: behold, it is written in the book of Jasher.)  

We know that God uses men to do His work.  For example, when the Lord Jesus fed five thousand men, He gave the loaves to His disciples; but His disciples fed the multitude (Matthew 14:19).  That’s the way God began the church age.

The rider on the white horse represents a church where true believers are faithfully bringing the Gospel at the start of the church age; but that first rider could also represent a faithful church anywhere, even years after the church age began.  Similarly, the other three riders show us figures representing churches with certain problems.   These problems developed almost as soon as the church age began and continued until its end.  Some churches worked hard to convert people, but brought a false gospel (the second rider).  Other churches lost most of the truth they had (the third rider), and some even became dead churches where no one could be saved (the fourth rider).

The Fifth Seal Opens
The opening of the next seal brings us right up to the time immediately before the end of the church age. The fifth seal is opened in Revelation 6:9-11:

And when he had opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of them that were slain for the word of God, and for the testimony which they held:   And they cried with a loud voice, saying, How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou not judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth?   And white robes were given unto every one of them; and it was said unto them, that they should rest yet for a little season, until their fellowservants also and their brethren, that should be killed as they were, should be fulfilled.
Here, God is showing us a picture of those who were martyred up to the time the church age was over.  It might appear that they were in distress because they “cried with a loud voice” to God.  They asked, “How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou not judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth?” These souls, however, were not in distress.  Remember what the Lord Jesus said to the thief on the cross (Luke 23:43):  “To-day shalt thou be with me in paradise.”  What, then, could God be showing us in this vision? 

God is telling us about the time when He was ready to end the church age.  Notice that the souls were told that they should “rest yet for a little season” until the time is fulfilled when their “fellowservants also and their brethren” are “killed.”  

We know that these souls were “slain for the word of God;” so when we read that they were told to “rest yet for a little season” until their fellowservants are killed, we immediately think that there will be more martyrs – people who will be literally killed because of their stand for God (for example, a disciple named Stephen was martyred soon after the church age began – see Acts 7:59-60).  However, we can find a place in the Bible where the word “killed” is used to represent something other than physical death.  

In Revelation 11, we read a parable about two mysterious figures called the two witnesses.  In verse 7, we read that “the beast … shall overcome them, and kill them” after they have finished their testimony.  The Greek word (Strong’s number 615) used for “kill” in that verse is the same as that used for Revelation 6:11, where we read that the souls are told to wait until “their fellowservants … should be killed.”  From other studies, we know that the two witnesses are killed – that is, they are silenced – at the end of the great tribulation.  That happened on May 21, 2011.  

The picture of the two witnesses being killed fits very well with what happened on May 21.  People who warned the world that May 21 was Judgment Day have been silenced because they told the world that there would be a great earthquake that day, and that the Rapture would also happen that day.  Neither of those two things happened, so in the world’s eyes the people who brought the warning were all wrong.  However, the proofs that May 21 began Judgment Day are still there.  May 21 really was the last day to be saved.   

When we understand that the killing of the two witnesses identifies with the killing of the “fellowservants also and their brethren” (Revelation 6:11), we see that the ”little season” identifies with the time from May 21, 1988 to May 21, 2011.  Based on this understanding of the fifth seal and the visions that go with the remaining two seals, it appears that God opened the fifth seal immediately before He ended the church age.

The Sixth Seal Opens
As we continue reading chapter 6 of Revelation, we come to the opening of the sixth seal.  In Revelation 6:12-13 we read:

And I beheld when he had opened the sixth seal, and, lo, there was a great earthquake; and the sun became black as sackcloth of hair, and the moon became as blood;   And the stars of heaven fell unto the earth, even as a fig tree casteth her untimely figs, when she is shaken of a mighty wind.
It’s in these verses of the chapters concerned with the seven seals that we first see a picture of God’s judgment on the earth.  The timeline tells us that God began a period of judgment on May 21 in 1988, when He ended the church age.  The opening of the sixth seal corresponds with that date.  

It has been thought that the opening of the sixth seal tells us about May 21, 2011 rather than the end of the church age.  The reason for this is the great similarity to what we read in Matthew 24.  There, we find the Lord’s description of judgment coming at the end of the great tribulation.  Here is Matthew 24:29-31:

Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be darkened, and the moon shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall be shaken:  And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory.  And he shall send his angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather together his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other.

In these verses we also read about signs in the sun, moon and stars.   It’s a description that is very similar to Revelation 6:12-13.  However, notice that there is something missing from the verses of Matthew 24 when we compare them with Revelation 6:12-13.  In Matthew 24:29-31, there is no mention of a fig tree being shaken!  

We have learned that whenever we read about a fig tree, we should think of national Israel.  Notice that in Revelation 6:13, we read about a fig tree shaken of a mighty wind:

And the stars of heaven fell unto the earth, even as a fig tree casteth her untimely figs, when she is shaken of a mighty wind.   

We know that the nation of Israel was reborn in 1948.  We also know that God uses the number 40 to represent a period of testing.  In 1988, Israel’s 40 years of testing ended.  They (and all the local congregations of Christian churches) were judged: they were shaken of a mighty wind.

There is something else we should notice as we read the chapters concerned with the opening of the seven seals.  There are other verses telling us about signs in the heavens, besides Revelation 6:12-13 (see Revelation 8:12 and Revelation 9:2).   We will see that just as Revelation 6:12-13 is a picture of God’s judgment in 1988, the later verses tell of His judgment on other dates according to the timeline.

The vision associated with the opening of the sixth seal continues beyond Revelation 6:12-13.  Verses 14 through 17 are also concerned with it.   Here are those verses (Revelation 6:14-17):

And the heaven departed as a scroll when it is rolled together; and every mountain and island were moved out of their places.   And the kings of the earth, and the great men, and the rich men, and the chief captains, and the mighty men, and every bondman, and every free man, hid themselves in the dens and in the rocks of the mountains;   And said to the mountains and rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from the face of him that sitteth on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb:   For the great day of his wrath is come; and who shall be able to stand?

As you can see, these verses describe a terrible event.  Yet we know that in 1988 nothing like that happened on earth – at least, nothing that could be seen.  How then should we understand these verses?  

God is telling us that something very terrible did happen, even though there was no physical sign of it.  The end of the church age was a major turning point in God’s plan.  He had used local congregations for 1,955 years (from 33 A.D. to 1988).  As of May 21, 1988, that was all over.  God not only stopped saving people in the churches - He stopped saving people anywhere.  The vision that follows the opening of the sixth seal is a picture of this terrible event.  

The Seventh Seal Opens 
 In Revelation 8:1, we read:

And when he had opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven about the space of half an hour.

What is the meaning of this silence in heaven for the space of half an hour?  The Lord Jesus actually told His disciples about that time when, in Matthew 24:15-16, He told them about the end of the church age:

When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy place, (whoso readeth, let him understand:)  Then let them which be in Judaea flee into the mountains: 
(Notice also verse 17: Let him which is on the housetop not come down to take any thing out of his house:  
When the church age ended, people were to leave their house (local congregation) and not bring anything (false teaching) from the house with them.)

As we continue reading Matthew 24, we come to verses 21 and 22. Verses 15 to 16 give us the time setting as the end of the church age, and verses 21 and 22 deal with the time immediately afterwards.  Here is 

Matthew 24:21-22:

For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be.  And except those days should be shortened, there should no flesh be saved: but for the elect's sake those days shall be shortened.

Notice that Jesus said “except those days should be shortened, there should no flesh be saved.”  It is only in that verse and in one other very similar verse (Mark 13:20) that we read about flesh being saved.  God seems to be telling us that for a period of time (“half an hour,” when there was silence in heaven) no one was being saved.  This was the first part of the great tribulation.  However, God planned to shorten those days and to once again save people so that some of them would be alive at the end of the world.   Their flesh would be saved so that they would not experience death.  Jesus was telling His disciples about the Rapture; but He was also telling them about a time before the Rapture when there would be no salvation.  That period of time without salvation corresponds with the half hour of silence in heaven and the first part of the great tribulation.   

Earlier, we saw that God opened the sixth seal on May 21, 1988 when He ended the church age.  We know from the timeline that the great tribulation began when the church age was over; so that was the time of silence in heaven - when the seventh seal was opened on May 21, 1988.   

The Latter Rain, And Judgment
There is much more to the opening of the seventh seal than just the half hour of silence.  As we continue reading about the things John saw when the seventh seal was opened, we find that seven angels sound seven trumpets.   We will see that the world will end when the trumpets finish sounding.

Before the sounding of the trumpets, however, we read three verses about an angel having a golden censer.  In Revelation 8:3-5, we read:

And another angel came and stood at the altar, having a golden censer; and there was given unto him much incense, that he should offer it with the prayers of all saints upon the golden altar which was before the throne.  And the smoke of the incense, which came with the prayers of the saints, ascended up before God out of the angel's hand.  And the angel took the censer, and filled it with fire of the altar, and cast it into the earth: and there were voices, and thunderings, and lightnings, and an earthquake.

What might God be telling us in this vision about an angel having “much incense,” and offering it with the prayers of all saints?  God is telling us that we have come to September 7, 1994!  

In these verses, God shows us that the first part of the great tribulation has ended and that He was once again saving people.  We know this because God tells us that the prayers of the saints were offered “upon the golden altar which was before the throne” and “ascend up before God.”  What prayer is more important than a prayer for salvation?  These prayers were once again ascending up before God.  This vision is showing us that we have come to the time of the latter rain – the period of time when God saved “a great multitude, which no man could number” (Revelation 7:9).  

Many times, we seem to forget that September 7, 1994 is also associated with a period of judgment.  In one way, it was a wonderful time because it was the beginning of the latter rain: God was again saving people.  In another way, however, it was a terrible time.  It was the beginning of the second part of the great tribulation.  

A quick review from the timeline helps us understand the terrible judgment of 1994.  The timeline tells us about two periods of tribulation before the great tribulation of our day: Jacob’s and Judah’s.  We know that there were two parts to Jacob’s tribulation (seven years of famine) and two parts to Judah’s tribulation (70 years of decline, destruction and captivity).  The year that divides Jacob’s tribulation into two parts was the year he left his homeland to travel into Egypt (1877 B.C.); and the year that divides Judah’s tribulation into two parts was the year Jerusalem was destroyed (587 B.C.).  The difference between those two years is 1,290 years.  Now, we have learned that God uses a “one step, two steps” relationship to direct us to certain dates.   Using 1,290 years as the first step, we find that the second step is: 

2 x 1,290 years = 2,580 years

When we advance the calendar from 587 B.C. by 2,580 years, we come to 1994:

-587 + 2,580 + 1 = 1994 

(We need to add 1 because there is no year “zero”)

This is one of the proofs that 1994 was a major year in God’s salvation plan; but it also indicates that 1994 was a year of judgment because of its relationship to two other years of judgment.  In fact, 1994 is comparable to the year Jerusalem was destroyed by the Babylonians!  As we continue reading Revelation 8, we will see a picture of the judgment God brought in 1994.   

The Seven Trumpets: Four Angels Sound
In Revelation 8:2, right after the half hour of silence that followed the opening of the seventh seal, we read about seven angels:

And I saw the seven angels which stood before God; and to them were given seven trumpets.

Continuing through chapter 8, we find that God brings judgment as these seven angels sound their trumpets.  It begins when the angel with the censer casts fire upon the earth.  We read about it in Revelation 8:5:  

And the angel took the censer, and filled it with fire of the altar, and cast it into the earth: and there were voices, and thunderings, and lightnings, and an earthquake.

Notice that voices accompanied the thunderings, the lightnings and the earthquake.  After this (in Revelation 8:6), the seven angels prepare to sound their trumpets.   Revelation 8:7-12 describes what happens as the first four angels sound their trumpets:

The first angel sounded, and there followed hail and fire mingled with blood, and they were cast upon the earth: and the third part of trees was burnt up, and all green grass was burnt up.   And the second angel sounded, and as it were a great mountain burning with fire was cast into the sea: and the third part of the sea became blood;  And the third part of the creatures which were in the sea, and had life, died; and the third part of the ships were destroyed.   And the third angel sounded, and there fell a great star from heaven, burning as it were a lamp, and it fell upon the third part of the rivers, and upon the fountains of waters;   And the name of the star is called Wormwood: and the third part of the waters became wormwood; and many men died of the waters, because they were made bitter.  And the fourth angel sounded, and the third part of the sun was smitten, and the third part of the moon, and the third part of the stars; so as the third part of them was darkened, and the day shone not for a third part of it, and the night likewise.

After each angel sounds, we read of some sort of destruction against “the third part.”  We have learned that the third part identifies with the local congregations of Christian churches.  Also, we know from the timeline that the beginning of the second part of the great tribulation was a time of judgment against those congregations.  

So, what is going on here?  In these verses, God is showing us a picture of His judgment against the churches.  Outside the churches, God was saving a great multitude; but at that same time there was judgment and spiritual destruction against the churches and within them.

Recall that there were “voices” before the angels sounded their trumpets (Revelation 8:5).  As with the opening of the first four seals, the presence of the voices indicates that the four angels all sounded their trumpets at the same time.  And when did those angels sound their trumpets?  It was on the feast of trumpets in September 7, 1994!  That’s right: September 7, 1994 was one of the annual feast days that God commanded ancient Israel to observe (Leviticus 23:24).  It’s known as the feast of trumpets.

We have learned that the name “feast of trumpets” is actually not a good name for that day.  The Hebrew word translated as “blowing of trumpets” in that verse is “teruah” (Strong’s number 8643).  It is associated with the jubilee – a year of liberty for people and land, observed every 50 years.  The first jubilee year was in 1357 B.C., and the last one was in 1994 – the very year the first four angels sounded their trumpets!  

The jubilee was pictured by a blast on a ram’s horn on the Day of Atonement, which was another annual feast day.  However, that word “teruah” is also translated as the word “shout” in the verse telling us that the people shouted and the wall of Jericho fell (Joshua 6:20).  So we can see that this “teruah feast” was an especially appropriate day for the Lord to both begin the latter rain and to bring judgment.  Also, we should note that the Greek word translated as “trumpet” or “trumpets” in Revelation 8 has to do with the idea of reverberation.  It’s the word “salpigx” (Strong’s number 4536) and it certainly allows for those seven angels to be blowing on ram’s horns!

The final verse in Revelation 8 brings us to the last of those verses dealing with the first four of the sounding angels.  Here is Revelation 8:13:    

And I beheld, and heard an angel flying through the midst of heaven, saying with a loud voice, Woe, woe, woe, to the inhabiters of the earth by reason of the other voices of the trumpet of the three angels, which are yet to sound!

Notice that this verse shows us that the first four angels sound their trumpets before the last three.

The Fifth Angel Sounds

We have seen that the first four angels sounded their trumpets on the feast of trumpets, September 7, 1994.  According to the timeline, the date that followed it was May 21, 2011.  It was on this date that the fifth angel sounded.  We read about the fifth angel in Revelation 9:1:

And the fifth angel sounded, and I saw a star fall from heaven unto the earth: and to him was given the key of the bottomless pit. 

Earlier, when we read about the visions associated with May 21 in 1988 and with September 7 in 1994, we found verses telling us about signs in the heavens.   Here too, as we read the description of John’s vision after the fifth angel sounded, we read about a sign in the heavens in Revelation 9:2:

And he opened the bottomless pit; and there arose a smoke out of the pit, as the smoke of a great furnace; and the sun and the air were darkened by reason of the smoke of the pit.

There are only a few words in this verse telling us about the sun being darkened (and it is the last time we read about the sun being darkened as we read about the seven seals and seven trumpets).  Nevertheless, God is showing us that once again we are reading about a day of judgment.  This is the day about which the Lord Jesus spoke in Matthew 24:29:

Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be darkened, and the moon shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall be shaken:  

May 21, 2011 was the day that ended the great tribulation.  When it was over, the sun was darkened for the last time.  This time the darkness will remain, because May 21, 2011 was the end of God’s time for saving people.  God will never again allow the light of the Gospel to shine with the hope of salvation.
As we continue in Revelation 9, we read about strange creatures called locusts coming out of the smoke.   Here are verses 7-11: 

And the shapes of the locusts were like unto horses prepared unto battle; and on their heads were as it were crowns like gold, and their faces were as the faces of men.   And they had hair as the hair of women, and their teeth were as the teeth of lions.   And they had breastplates, as it were breastplates of iron; and the sound of their wings was as the sound of chariots of many horses running to battle.  And they had tails like unto scorpions, and there were stings in their tails: and their power was to hurt men five months.  And they had a king over them, which is the angel of the bottomless pit, whose name in the Hebrew tongue is Abaddon, but in the Greek tongue hath his name Apollyon.
Who or what are these locusts?  We have learned that they represent God’s elect!   Notice the time period mentioned in verse 10: five months.  There is also a second verse where we read about the locusts having power for five months.   In Revelation 9:3-5, we read:  

And there came out of the smoke locusts upon the earth: and unto them was given power, as the scorpions of the earth have power.   And it was commanded them that they should not hurt the grass of the earth, neither any green thing, neither any tree; but only those men which have not the seal of God in their foreheads.  And to them it was given that they should not kill them, but that they should be tormented five months: and their torment was as the torment of a scorpion, when he striketh a man.     
The locusts can torment those who don’t have “the seal of God in their foreheads.”  In other words, unsaved people can be tormented because, before May 21, the elect brought the message that no one could be saved after May 21; and once May 21 had passed, any further message they bring from God’s word has no power to save.  That’s why we read in Revelation 9:6:

And in those days shall men seek death, and shall not find it; and shall desire to die, and death shall flee from them.   

The death that men continue to seek after May 21 is the atoning death of the Lord Jesus; but it is no longer possible to find it.

The fact that there are two verses here each telling us about a period of five months is very significant.  It indicates that the five months is to be understood as a literal period of time.  Amazingly, the time between the final two dates in the timeline is exactly five months!  Therefore, we know that we are currently in the period after the fifth angel sounded.   

The Sixth Angel Sounds

We first read about the sixth angel in Revelation 9:13.  The vision that follows the blowing of the sixth angel’s trumpet begins there and continues to verse 21.  Let’s first look at Revelation 9:13-16:

And the sixth angel sounded, and I heard a voice from the four horns of the golden altar which is before God,  Saying to the sixth angel which had the trumpet, Loose the four angels which are bound in the great river Euphrates.   And the four angels were loosed, which were prepared for an hour, and a day, and a month, and a year, for to slay the third part of men. And the number of the army of the horsemen were two hundred thousand thousand: and I heard the number of them.

In verse 14, we read about four angels “bound in the great river Euphrates.”  In the next verse, we read that these angels were loosed “to slay the third part of men.”  Then, we learn about an army of 200 million (“thousand thousand”).  Verses 17 through 21 tell us about this great army, what they do, and its aftermath:

And thus I saw the horses in the vision, and them that sat on them, having breastplates of fire, and of jacinth, and brimstone: and the heads of the horses were as the heads of lions; and out of their mouths issued fire and smoke and brimstone.  By these three was the third part of men killed, by the fire, and by the smoke, and by the brimstone, which issued out of their mouths.  Neither repented they of their murders, nor of their sorceries, nor of their fornication, nor of their thefts.
 For their power is in their mouth, and in their tails: for their tails were like unto serpents, and had heads, and with them they do hurt.  And the rest of the men which were not killed by these plagues yet repented not of the works of their hands, that they should not worship devils, and idols of gold, and silver, and brass, and stone, and of wood: which neither can see, nor hear, nor walk: 
We have learned that this army represents the true believers.  Just as the locusts are a picture of God’s elect, so too are the horsemen.  These horsemen are God’s army, which He gathers for the so-called battle of Armageddon (Revelation 16:16).  There won’t, however, be any shots fired at that battle.  The battle of Armageddon is a picture God uses to tell us about the Rapture.  

As God’s people are brought up to heaven from wherever in the world they are that day, the unsaved will see them.  The sight of God’s people ascending as the Lord Jesus went up (see Acts 1:9) will be a judgment against all the unsaved and especially against those in the local congregations.  That is why Revelation 9:18 tells us that the third part of men are killed by the horsemen.  

Recall that the third part represents people who have remained in the churches.  As they realize on the day of the Rapture that they are not saved, it will be a tremendous judgment against them.   Of course, non-Christians (and that’s about two thirds of the whole world) will also witness God’s elect going up to heaven; but it will be much worse for those in the churches because these people expect to be saved.  The people in the churches are those who will be beaten with “many stripes” (Luke 12:46-47).

We have learned that the fifth angel sounded on May 21, 2011.  According to the timeline, the next (and last) date after that is October 21, 2011.  That is the day the sixth angel will sound.  It will be the sound that announces the Rapture.   

The Seventh Angel Sounds

We know that the Rapture occurs at the last trump.  There are seven angels, so there is still another angel to sound the trumpet after the sixth angel.  How then can the sounding by the sixth angel be the time of the Rapture?  We will see how this apparent problem is really no problem at all.

When the seventh angel sounds, that must be the last trump according to 1 Corinthians 15:52:

In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.  

The battle of Armageddon, which follows the sounding by the sixth angel, is definitely a picture of the Rapture; but the Rapture must happen at the last trumpet (seventh angel’s trumpet) according to 1 Corinthians 15:52.  How can the Rapture occur both after the sixth angel sounds and after the seventh angels?  The answer is that the sixth and seventh angels both sound their trumpets at the same time. 

We read about the seventh angel sounding in Revelation 11:15:

And the seventh angel sounded; and there were great voices in heaven, saying, The kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ; and he shall reign for ever and ever. 

Notice that in this verse we again read about voices in heaven, just as we read about a voice when the sixth angel sounds (Revelation 9:13).  The presence of a voice or voices seems to be a clue that an event is simultaneous with another event.   At least, that has been the case as we read about the opening of the seven seals and the sounding of the seven trumpets. 

We have additional support to understand that the last two trumpets sound at the same time.  In Revelation 11:3-12, we read about John’s vision of the two witnesses.  Revelation 11:12 is clearly a picture of the Rapture:

And they heard a great voice from heaven saying unto them, Come up hither. And they ascended up to heaven in a cloud; and their enemies beheld them.

Now notice something about the next verse.  In Revelation 11:13, we read:

And the same hour was there a great earthquake, and the tenth part of the city fell, and in the earthquake were slain of men seven thousand: and the remnant were affrighted, and gave glory to the God of heaven.

The earthquake of this last verse (Revelation 11:13) happens at the same hour as the Rapture (Revelation 11:12).  This is the same earthquake we will read about in Revelation 11:19; it’s the earthquake that happens after the seventh angel sounds.  Here are the verses that tell us about the seventh angel sounding and what happens afterwards.  It’s in Revelation 11:15-19:

And the seventh angel sounded; and there were great voices in heaven, saying, The kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ; and he shall reign for ever and ever.  And the temple of God was opened in heaven, and there was seen in his temple the ark of his testament: and there were lightnings, and voices, and thunderings, and an earthquake, and great hail.
 And the nations were angry, and thy wrath is come, and the time of the dead, that they should be judged, and that thou shouldest give reward unto thy servants the prophets, and to the saints, and them that fear thy name, small and great; and shouldest destroy them which destroy the earth.  Saying, We give thee thanks, O Lord God Almighty, which art, and wast, and art to come; because thou hast taken to thee thy great power, and hast reigned.  And the four and twenty elders, which sat before God on their seats, fell upon their faces, and worshipped God, 
These verses show us a picture of the day when man’s time on earth has ended.  It will be the day when all of God’s people receive their immortal bodies and go to be with Him forever (“that thou shouldest give reward unto thy servants …”), and the unsaved are annihilated (“and shouldest destroy them which destroy the earth.”).   

Even though there is much more to the book of Revelation after chapter 11, the above verses apparently bring us to the time immediately before the end of the world.  In general, we know what follows: the universe will be destroyed, and God will create new heavens and a new earth.  

Waiting for the Last Trump

We have used the timeline to guide us through the chapters of Revelation dealing with the opening of the seven seals.  We now know that the seventh and last seal was opened in 1988, and that the first five of the seven angels with trumpets have already sounded.  

The timeline has helped us to understand the verses associated with those events.  On the other hand, when we see how perfectly the opening of the seven seals and sounding of the seven trumpets fit the timeline, we see further confirmation that our understanding of the timeline is correct.

We are now in the period of “the locusts.”  The fifth angel has sounded the trumpet, and we are waiting for the sixth and seventh angels to sound.  It will soon be October 21.  
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