







January 27, 2012 

A Wonderful, New Proof (And Maybe Much More)
By Robert Fitzpatrick

You might know about one of the main proofs that Judgment Day began on May 21 of 2011.  It has to do with the fact that last May 21 was the 17th day of the second month in the Hebrew calendar.  That’s the lunar calendar God instructed ancient Israel to use after they left Egypt (see Exodus 12:1-2).  Why is that important?

When we read about the great flood of Noah’s day in the book of Genesis, we find that it began on the 17th day of the second month according to the calendar in use at that time (in 4990 BC).  We learn this from Genesis 7:11:

In the six hundredth year of Noah's life, in the second month, the seventeenth day of the month, the same day were all the fountains of the great deep broken up, and the windows of heaven were opened.
In the flood, God destroyed all mankind with the exception of Noah and his family.  Only eight people out of the whole world survived.   Aside from the last day of the world, when God will destroy all the unsaved on earth as well as the earth itself, the flood is the only other occasion when God brought physical judgment on the whole world.  

It’s important to realize that the verses about the flood weren’t used to determine that last May 21 was a key date in the timeline.  Rather, their connection to May 21 was discovered only after Mr. Camping had calculated that date. 

When we read about the flood, we are reading an account of an historical event; but that account can also be understood as a picture or parable of God’s judgment.  We know from the Bible that God uses such pictures to instruct us about past and future events.  Therefore, the fact that the flood began on the 17th day of the second month is an important confirmation for May 21 as the beginning of Judgment Day.   

You may know that the book of Esther is also an historical parable about the end of the world.  This was known several years before 2011; it was written about and discussed on many occasions by various Bible teachers heard over Family Radio.  Collectively, they have spent many hours looking into this book of the Bible during the last few years.  We may, therefore, think it’s amazing that we can still learn something new from Esther; but that is apparently what has happened.

Something New from the Book of Esther

If you’ve ever read the book of Esther, you might not have paid much attention to the dates recorded there.  Those dates, however, are very important.  The new information has everything to do with those dates. 

God has shown us that we can understand His word, which is the Bible, only if and when He opens it up to our understanding; so we really shouldn’t be surprised when we learn something new from the Bible - even if it’s something that was right there in front of us all the time, like those dates from the book of Esther.  

What has been learned from Esther proves that we have correctly understood a major date in the timeline.  More proofs may yet be discovered as people continue searching the Bible; but this new confirmation is really special.  It is the sort of thing that should make us suspect that God has waited until now to reveal it so that He could encourage His people after their disappointment on October 21. 

A Wicked Prince, an Evil Plot, and a Courageous Queen
In order to understand what has been learned, some background information about the book of Esther is needed.  The time setting for Esther is about two hundred years after the fall of Jerusalem, during the time of the Media-Persian kingdom.  Most of the events we read about in this book take place in and around the palace at Shushan.    

In the book, we read about a wicked prince named Haman.  The king has promoted Haman above all the other princes (Esther 3:1), and now Haman expects all the king’s servants to bow before him (Esther 3:2).  However, a man named Mordecai, who is a Jew, refuses to bow before Haman.  We read of Haman’s reaction to this in Esther 3:5:

And when Haman saw that Mordecai bowed not, nor did him reverence, then was Haman full of wrath.
Haman decides not only to punish Mordecai, but also to destroy all the Jews throughout the kingdom (Esther 3:6).  The date for their destruction is determined by casting a lot (Esther 3:7).  Haman then speaks to the king, making the case that the Jews ought not to be permitted to remain in the kingdom (Esther 3:8-9) and should be destroyed.   The king agrees to allow Haman to determine what should be done about the Jews (Esther 3:10-11).   Haman then has the king’s scribes write a decree for the destruction of the Jews, and has it sent throughout the kingdom (Esther 3:12-15).   Notice that this happens on the thirteenth day of the first month. 

Mordecai learns about the decree, puts on sackcloth and publicly displays his grief throughout the city, even near the palace (Esther 4:1-2).  Esther, who is queen, learns what Mordecai is doing and is grieved exceedingly.   In fact, Esther is Mordecai’s younger cousin and was raised by Mordecai (Esther 2:7).  Her Jewish ancestry, however, is unknown at the court (Esther 2:20).   

Esther sends “raiment to clothe Mordecai, and to take away his sackcloth from him” (Esther 4:4).  Mordecai doesn’t accept the clothing, and so she sends one of the king’s chamberlains to speak with Mordecai (Esther 4:5).  Mordecai tells the chamberlain about the decree and gives him a copy of it, saying that Esther should go to the king and make a supplication for her people (Esther 4:7-8).   

The king’s chamberlain tells Queen Esther what Mordecai has said.  She then sends another message to Mordecai, telling him that if she goes into the inner court to see the king without being called, she will lose her life unless the king holds out the golden scepter to her (Esther 4:9-11).  Her message includes the detail that she has not been called to come in unto the king “these thirty days.”

In Esther 4:13-14, you can read Mordecai’s response to this message.  He tells her not to think that she will escape, being in the king’s house; and that, if she doesn’t speak, help will come from another place.  He ends his message to her by saying “and who knoweth whether thou art come to the kingdom for such a time as this?”

Esther sends her reply to Mordecai, asking him to gather all the Jews present in Shushan and to fast for her for three days.  She says “and so will I go in unto the king, which is not according to the law: and if I perish, I perish (Esther 4:16).”

After the time of fasting, Esther goes to see the king and finds favor in his sight (Esther 5:1-3).  Her petition to the king is that he and Haman should come to a banquet she has had prepared for that day (Esther 5:4).  At the banquet, the king asks Esther what her petition is.  Curiously, Esther asks the king to come with Haman the following day to another banquet that she will prepare for them (Esther 5:6-8). 

When Haman comes home after the first banquet (Esther 5:10), he tells his friends and his wife how he is being honored by Esther’s invitations (Esther 5:11-12).  Nevertheless, he is upset at the sight of Mordecai (Esther 5:13).  His friends and his wife advise him to have a great gallows prepared, and to speak to the king the following day so that Mordecai can be hanged on it (Esther 5:14).  Haman is pleased by this advice, and has the gallows built.

That night, the king cannot sleep.  He orders a certain book of records to be brought and read before him (Esther 6:1).  During the reading, the king hears the record of a plot that had been made against him.  It had been discovered and reported by Mordecai (Esther 6:2).  The king learns that nothing has been done to honor Mordecai for his service (Esther 6:3). 

At that same time, Haman has come to the court to speak with the king about having Mordecai hanged on the gallows (Esther 6:4-5).  Before Haman has an opportunity, the king - intending to honor Mordecai for his past service - asks Haman what shall be done for a man whom the king takes delight in honoring (Esther 6:6).  

Haman advises the king to have the man dressed in the king’s royal apparel, and a crown set on his head, and led through the city on the king’s own horse by one of the king’s most noble princes as it is proclaimed before him “Thus shall it be done to the man whom the king delighteth to honour” (Esther 6:7-9).   The king then commands Haman to do all those things to honor Mordecai, the Jew (Esther 6:10).

Haman manages to carry out the king’s command (Esther 6:11); but in Esther 6:12, we read about his state afterwards:

And Mordecai came again to the king's gate. But Haman hasted to his house mourning, and having his head covered.
Haman tells his wife and his friends what has happened, and while they are yet talking the king’s chamberlains arrive to quickly bring Haman to the banquet Esther had prepared (Esther 6:14).

At the banquet, the king again asks Esther what her petition is.  He tells her it will be granted to her (Esther 7:2).  Esther then tells the king that her petition is for her life and the lives of her people (Esther 7:3).   She tells the king “For we are sold, I and my people, to be destroyed, to be slain, and to perish” (Esther 7:4).

The king asks Esther “Who is he, and where is he, that durst presume in his heart to do so?”  In Esther 7:6, we read Esther’s answer: 

And Esther said, The adversary and enemy is this wicked Haman. Then Haman was afraid before the king and the queen.
The king, in anger, gets up and goes out into the palace garden (Esther 7:7).  Haman realizes that his life is in jeopardy and goes over to where Esther is reclining, even falling over her to ask for his life.  The king returns to see what he believes is Haman assaulting Queen Esther.  One of the king’s chamberlains points out to the king the great gallows that Haman had built for Mordecai’s execution, and the king orders Haman to be hanged on it (Esther 7:8-10).   

The New Proof

It’s important to realize that the book of Esther is an historical account.  In it, we read about events that actually happened over two thousand years ago.  However, this account is also a parable; and in the parable, Haman represents Satan.

Here are some things pointing to Haman as a picture of Satan.  First, notice that Esther calls him the adversary and enemy (Esther 7:6).  We know that Satan is the enemy of all the elect.  Also, later on in the book of Esther we learn that Haman had ten sons and that all ten of them are executed (Esther 9:7-10).  Compare this information with what we read about Satan in the book of Revelation.  There (Revelation 13:1), he is pictured as a beast having ten horns.  It’s important to keep these things in mind, because the new proof has a great deal to do with God’s judgment over Satan.

We are now ready to examine the new information by reviewing only a few verses.  Recall that the decree ordering the Jews to be destroyed was written by the king’s scribes on the 13th day of the first month (Esther 3:12).  The decree would have had a date on it.  Regardless of which calendar was used in the kingdom at that time, the date would have been the 13th day of the first month according to the Hebrew calendar.

Next, we know that Esther told Mordecai she hadn’t been called to see the king “these thirty days” (Esther 4:11).   Esther knew about the decree (Esther 4:8) because Mordecai had given a copy of it to the messenger to be given to her; besides, Esther in all likelihood had heard about the decree even sooner than that because she was queen!  Therefore, we have every reason to understand the words “these thirty days” to mean 30 days since the date of the decree.  

Recall that the Hebrew calendar’s months are based on the lunar cycle.  The time from one new moon to the next is consistently and almost exactly 29.5 days.  Based on a 30-day month for the first month of that year and counting 30 days after the 13th day in the first month brings us to day 13 in the second month of the Hebrew calendar.  (See the note at the end of this article for additional information about this.)

The next thing we need to notice is in Esther 4:16.   Esther’s message to Mordecai, recorded in that verse, is that he and the other Jews of Shushan should fast for her for three days.  This was in the hope that the Lord would preserve her life and bless her effort to save the Jews when she appeared before the king.   After three days of fasting that began on the 14th day of the second month, the date would be day 16 in the second month.  

It was on that 16th day in the second month that Esther went to speak to the king (Esther 5:1-3).  She asks him to come with Haman to a banquet that day.  The king agrees to this (Esther 5:5).

At that banquet on the 16th day of the second month, the king asks Esther what her petition is.  She asks the king to come to another banquet – again with Haman – on the following day, and she tells the king she will make her request then.  It is at the second banquet, held on the 17th day of the second month, when Esther accuses Haman and the king orders him to be executed.  Notice that the king’s chamberlain was able to see the gallows Haman had prepared some distance away, thus indicating that the sun had not yet gone down and that it was still the 17th day.   

Based on what we read in Esther 8, we can conclude that Haman was executed that same day: the 17th day of the second month.  Here is a summary of dated events leading up to Haman’s execution.

Timeline for Haman’s Execution

The decree to kill the Jews is

 written (Esther 3:12): 




First month, day 13

Esther’s message to Mordecai that

she hasn’t seen the king for 30 days 

since the decree (Esther 4:11); 




Esther asks Mordecai to fast with 

the Jews of Shushan for three days

(Esther 4:16):





Second month, day 13

Esther goes to see the king (Esther 5:1)

and asks him to come to her banquet 

with Haman that day (Esther 5:4).  At

the banquet, she asks the king to come to

her banquet the next day, again with

Haman (Esther 5:8):  




Second month, day 16

Haman is executed (Esther 7:10):


Second month, day 17


That’s the 17th day of the second month – the same date we find in Genesis 7:11!  To fully appreciate this new information, we need to remember that Moses recorded the book of Genesis, with its account of Noah’s flood, long before the book of Esther was recorded.  We know from the book of Exodus that the children of Israel left Egypt in 1447 BC; so both books - Genesis and Exodus - are dated from that time.  

The final events in the book of Esther, on the other hand, have been dated to 391 BC.  Mordecai may have been the man who recorded that book.  Over 1,000 years after telling Moses about the 17th day of the second month (as recorded in Genesis 7:11), God inspired the writer of Esther to record events just as it was done so that we would again find that date in God’s word.  

Also, we must realize that the importance is much greater than just finding the date in the book of Esther.  That date marked the execution of a man who is a picture of Satan.  You may remember how it was taught that Satan was judged on May 21, 2011 and removed from his rule in the local congregations.  We now see confirmation of this in the book of Esther.  And so we see that God is once again directing our attention to the 17th day of the second month, just as He did in the flood account in the book of Genesis.  

Some people may be wondering if God might have been directing us to a different 17th day of the second month, in another year, as the important date in His plan.  We need to remember that the May 21 date was discovered independently of the verses telling us about the 17th day of the second month.  Only after the May 21, 2011 date was determined was it noticed that it fell on the 17th day of the second month of the Hebrew calendar.  Also, you can check the Hebrew calendar as far back as 1990 and as far into the future as 2020 - and possibly over a much wider range than that – and you won’t find a year other that 2011 in which May 21 fell on the 17th day of the second month.

This new information should be a big encouragement to anyone who sacrificed or suffered persecution in order to warn the world about Judgment Day coming on May 21.  Some of these people are undoubtedly wondering if they made a mistake by being involved in that effort, despite the proofs about May 21 that were known back then.  This new information is another wonderful proof that God did indeed guide us to that date and that He wanted us to warn the world about it.

What Else?

There may be something else that we can learn from the book of Esther.  It is something that follows logically from the new information we’ve already examined, and it is something that might be extremely important.    

Haman’s decree ordered the Jews to be destroyed on the 13th day of the twelfth month (Esther 3:13).  After Haman’s execution, Esther and Mordecai work to save the Jews throughout the kingdom.  They receive the king’s permission to send out a new decree allowing all the Jews to gather together against their enemies on that day (Esther 8:11-12).

Earlier, it was stated that the book of Esther is a parable about the end of the world.  The Jews in the kingdom represent God’s elect.  Romans 2:28-29 helps us understand this:

For he is not a Jew, which is one outwardly; neither is that circumcision, which is outward in the flesh:  But he is a Jew, which is one inwardly; and circumcision is that of the heart, in the spirit, and not in the letter; whose praise is not of men, but of God. 

The Jews in Esther’s day were descendants of Abraham, although possibly there were some others who had converted to the Jewish religion.  However, when we read the book of Esther as a parable, we need to realize that it is telling us about all those who have been saved throughout the world and are living on the last day – regardless of their ancestry.  

In the story of Esther, we also learn that the kingdom of that day consisted of 127 provinces (Esther 1:1).  This is an interesting number that also appears in Genesis 23:1 concerning Sarah, Abraham’s wife.  It is the number of years that she lived.  Sarah is important in this regard because she is considered the mother of all the elect (see Galatians 4:22 and 4:31).  Therefore, Haman’s decree shows Satan’s hatred toward all the elect all over the world and his desire to destroy them.

The book of Esther shows that God didn’t allow the Jews of that day to be destroyed, and He won’t allow His children who are presently alive to be destroyed either.  On the day when the Jews’ enemies gather against them, God grants the Jews a great victory (Esther 9:1-3). 

We have learned that the Rapture will be a judgment against all the unsaved in the world.  This is how we can understand the Jews’ victory – it is a picture of the Rapture at the end of the world (Esther 9:5-6), and it is commemorated in a festival known as Purim (Esther 9:26).  This festival is still kept today by Jews all over the world. 

Even though Purim is not one of the annual feast days that God commanded ancient Israel to observe (Leviticus chapter 23), God made sure that we would know about its importance.  Notice the way it is emphasized in the Bible in Esther 9:28:

And that these days should be remembered and kept throughout every generation, every family, every province, and every city; and that these days of Purim should not fail from among the Jews, nor the memorial of them perish from their seed.   

It’s interesting to note that Purim is observed over two days (Esther 9:21 and 9:27).  These days are the 14th and 15th in the twelfth month of the Jewish calendar, in the month called Adar.   In 2012, these days will occur on March 8 and March 9.  However, the book of Esther also emphasizes the importance of the 13th day (Esther 9:1-2).

Purim Fits Into the Timeline

Many verses in the Bible can be understood in two or more ways.  Undoubtedly, God has written them that way in order to make the Bible difficult to understand and to conceal some truths until it was time for us to understand them.  The new proof, however, is simply a matter of adding up numbers.  Yet amazingly, it too was concealed until these last days!

With this proof, God is clearly directing us to the 17th day of the second month – and that’s what last May 21 was.  Recall that Haman’s decree called for the enemies of the Jews to attack them later in the year on the 13th day of the twelfth month.  Through the decree, God is linking the 17th day of the second month to the 13th day of the twelfth month.  Therefore, it follows that we must consider the following possibility: that last May 21 will be followed by the last day of the world this coming March during one of the three days associated with Purim (March 7-9).     

When the year 2011 passed, many of us could not see how any other date for the Lord’s return could fit into the timeline.  Many numerical patterns pointed to 2011, and it seemed that it was no longer possible to fulfill them.  However, we need to remember that according to the Hebrew calendar the year has not changed yet.  Based on that calendar, this is still the 7,000th year after the flood began on the 17th day of the second month!  This was perhaps the most important proof of all, and it can still be fulfilled if the Lord returns during Purim or on the day before it.  

A New Look at Some Verses and Ideas Concerning the Last Day 
In light of the new information, we should re-examine some verses concerning the timing of the Lord’s return.  For example, October 21 was counted as the last day of the feast of tabernacles last year.  It was believed that the world would end on that day.  The observance of this feast began on the 15th day of the seventh month according to the Hebrew calendar.  The feast of ingathering was also observed in the 15th day of the seventh month (Leviticus 23:39) and apparently at the same time as the feast of tabernacles.  

In Exodus 34:22, we read something interesting about the feast of ingathering:

And thou shalt observe the feast of weeks, of the firstfruits of wheat harvest, and the feast of ingathering at the year's end.  

The words “at the year’s end” are curious because the feasts of ingathering and tabernacles were observed in the seventh month, not the twelfth month.  Last year, it might have been thought that the year would end in the seventh month because it was believed the world was going to end then (the seventh month of the Hebrew calendar overlapped with October).  Now, it is possible to understand this verse to mean that the last feast of ingathering will be fulfilled at the end of earth’s final year (in the twelfth month of the Hebrew calendar) during the days of Purim this March.  

Notice also Leviticus 23:39:

Also in the fifteenth day of the seventh month, when ye have gathered in the fruit of the land, ye shall keep a feast unto the LORD seven days: on the first day shall be a sabbath, and on the eighth day shall be a sabbath.
This verse tells us the feast of ingathering is the time when “ye have gathered in the fruit of the land.”  This feast, because of its timing, certainly seems to be a picture of the elect being “gathered from the four winds” on the last day (Matthew 24:31).    

Luke 12:38 is another verse to reconsider:

And if he shall come in the second watch, or come in the third watch, and find them so, blessed are those servants.

This verse can be understood to mean that the Lord will return during either the second or third watch at night.  The second watch ended at midnight and the third watch began then.  Perhaps God actually is telling us something about the exact hour of His return in this verse; but there is now another possible way to understand it.  

The timeline indicates that we are in a time of spiritual night, when salvation has ended.  The Lord Jesus told us that such a time would come in John 9:4 – a verse that is apparently referring to the present.  According to the timeline, spiritual night began on May 21 of last year.  That day, many thousands of people all over the world (perhaps many millions) expected the Lord to return.  Then a second time, on October 21, many of us were certain that the Lord would return.   

This March, for a third time many people will be watching for the Lord’s return.  Probably there won’t be so many people expecting the Lord’s return this third time, but nevertheless there will be some.  Could this third time be the third watch that the Lord mentioned in Luke 12:38?  It may be.  

Another verse that should again be considered is Luke 12:36:

And ye yourselves like unto men that wait for their lord, when he will return from the wedding; that when he cometh and knocketh, they may open unto him immediately.

Here we read something the Lord Jesus said to His disciples.  Like Luke 12:38, it concerns the Lord’s return at the end of time.  Notice that the Lord is comparing Himself with a man whose servants should be waiting for him when he returns “from the wedding.”  What did the Lord mean by telling us about a wedding?

The reference to a wedding supports our understanding that the day of salvation has ended.  Revelation 19:6-8 helps us understand this truth:  

And I heard as it were the voice of a great multitude, and as the voice of many waters, and as the voice of mighty thunderings, saying, Alleluia: for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth.  Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to him: for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made herself ready.  And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of saints.
The “wife” of Revelation 19:7 identifies with all true believers God chose since the foundation of the world.  She “hath made herself ready” because God has finished saving everyone He is going to save at some time before He returns; the body of believers is complete!  That is the situation when the Lord comes: He is returning from the wedding.        

In the book of Esther, we read something that also appears to identify with this wedding.  It is something that concerns Mordecai and our understanding of a parable about him.  We have learned that in many Biblical accounts, one or more of the people portrayed is actually a picture of someone else.  You may have heard it said that Moses is a picture of the Lord Jesus.  However, we need to realize that these representations may not be consistent from one chapter to the next.  For instance, notice Numbers 20:12:

And the LORD spake unto Moses and Aaron, Because ye believed me not, to sanctify me in the eyes of the children of Israel, therefore ye shall not bring this congregation into the land which I have given them.  

Here, we find God telling Moses and Aaron that they will not be permitted to bring the children of Israel into the Promised Land.  Clearly, Moses is not a picture of the Lord Jesus in this verse; yet in other verses he is.  

In the book of Esther, we find one or more verses that seem to identify Mordecai with either the Lord Jesus or the Holy Spirit.  One such verse is Esther 9:20:

And Mordecai wrote these things, and sent letters unto all the Jews that were in all the provinces of the king Ahasuerus, both nigh and far,
We know that only God can write to the elect all over the world, as indicated by 2 Peter 1:21:

For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.  

God has written to all of His children everywhere throughout time by giving us the Bible and opening it to our understanding; so when we read about Mordecai writing letters to the Jews in Esther 9:20, we should be reminded of 2 Peter 1:21 and think of God writing the Bible for us and even to us.   

Now consider another picture of Mordecai.  In Esther 6:7-11, we read how the king honored him.  Notice especially the crown in Esther 6:8:   

Let the royal apparel be brought which the king useth to wear, and the horse that the king rideth upon, and the crown royal which is set upon his head:
The Hebrew word translated as “crown” in this verse is “kether,” Strong’s number H3804.  Besides this verse, it’s only used in two other verses in the whole Bible: in Esther 1:11 and in Esther 2:17.  

The first time it appears in the book of Esther, it is the word used for the crown placed on Queen Vashti.  In Esther 1, we learn that Vashti was queen before Esther became queen.  However, Vashti refused to come when the king summoned her (Esther 1:12); and so the king decided to choose another queen (Esther 2:4).

In Esther 2:17, we read that Esther was made queen and that the king “set the royal crown upon her head.”  Here again we see that Hebrew word “kether;” this time it’s used for Esther’s royal crown.   The third and final time that word appears, it’s used for the crown set on Mordecai’s head.  What might God be showing us in these verses?

When we consider some other verses in Esther, we get a glimpse of God’s salvation plan.  First, notice that the king made Esther a “great feast” when she was crowned queen (Esther 2:18).  Although we don’t read about a feast to celebrate Vashti on the occasion when she became queen, there should have been a great feast for her too.  We then read about a conspiracy against the king by two of the king’s chamberlains who were his doorkeepers (Esther 2:21).  This conspiracy apparently developed about the time Esther became queen (notice the words “in those days” in Esther 2:21).

After the conspiracy is discovered, we read about Haman’s promotion (Esther 3:1), and then later we see Mordecai in sackcloth and ashes (Esther 4:1) when he discovers the plan to destroy the Jews.

All of these events fit our understanding of the timeline and show us a picture of a part of God’s salvation plan.  First, we know that God had chosen ancient Israel to be His people.  God saved a certain number of them; but when they proved unfaithful, He moved to the next stage of His salvation plan – the Church Age.  Notice how Vashti and Esther fit into this picture.   Vashti represents ancient Israel and Esther represents the body of believers saved during the Church Age.

Soon after Esther wears the crown, we read about the conspiracy by the two doorkeepers.  This appears to correspond with the end of the Church Age.  We then read about Haman’s promotion.  Recall that God allowed Satan to rule in the local congregations when the Church Age ended.  

When Haman’s decree is made known, we read about Mordecai crying in sackcloth and ashes.  Doesn’t this appear to be a picture of God’s people in mourning before May 21, when we saw the end approaching?  We know that only a short time later, Haman was humiliated when he was commanded to lead Mordecai through the streets.  Mordecai wore the royal apparel and the royal crown that day – the 17th day of the second month.

Just as Vashti seems to represent the body of believers saved out of ancient Israel until God ended that relationship, and Esther to represent those saved during the Church Age, Mordecai – as he is honored and as he wears the crown - appears to be a picture of those believers saved out of the great tribulation.  Perhaps in these verses we may understand Mordecai to be a picture of the Lord Jesus as well as representing the great harvest of the elect.  The honoring of Mordecai wasn’t a wedding, but it certainly agrees with our understanding that salvation ended on May 21.

There are many other scriptures that could be rechecked against the new information from the book of Esther.  Some of those verses deal with Satan.  As we read about the fate of Haman and his sons in the book of Esther, we find agreement with verses from the books of Daniel and Revelation.  

For example, we know that Haman was executed on the 17th day of the second month; his sons, however, weren’t executed until the 13th day of the twelfth month.  Haman’s sons picture a continuation of Satan’s existence on earth even after his defeat.  This view of Satan from the book of Esther appears to confirm Daniel 7:11-12:

I beheld then because of the voice of the great words which the horn spake: I beheld even till the beast was slain, and his body destroyed, and given to the burning flame.  As concerning the rest of the beasts, they had their dominion taken away: yet their lives were prolonged for a season and time. 
It appears that Satan isn’t just hanging on until the end: he continues to have power.  This is confirmed by Daniel 7:21-22:

I beheld, and the same horn made war with the saints, and prevailed against them;  Until the Ancient of days came, and judgment was given to the saints of the most High; and the time came that the saints possessed the kingdom.  

In the book of Revelation, we see a similar picture.  We have learned that we are now in the time of the fifth trumpet, which is the time of the strange locusts pictured in Revelation 9.  The locusts – a picture of God’s elect - torment men because their message (the Gospel) can no longer save anyone.  Next in the chronological order of the trumpets comes the sixth trumpet.  We are waiting for that trumpet to sound.  It is a picture of the resurrection.  The seventh and final trumpet pictures the end of the world.  The sixth and seventh trumpets appear to sound simultaneously or in quick succession. 

The sounding of each trumpet also appears to correspond with the pouring out of a vial of wrath.  In Revelation 16, we read about angels who pour out these vials.  Revelation 16:13-14 tells us what happens after the sixth vial is poured out: 

And I saw three unclean spirits like frogs come out of the mouth of the dragon, and out of the mouth of the beast, and out of the mouth of the false prophet.  For they are the spirits of devils, working miracles, which go forth unto the kings of the earth and of the whole world, to gather them to the battle of that great day of God Almighty.     

The pouring out of the sixth vial corresponds to the sounding of the sixth trumpet.  The vision associated with the sounding of this trumpet is that of a great army of horsemen who bring judgment against the unsaved.  This happens at the so-called battle of Armageddon.  Revelation 16:16-17 tells us:

And he gathered them together into a place called in the Hebrew tongue Armageddon.  And the seventh angel poured out his vial into the air; and there came a great voice out of the temple of heaven, from the throne, saying, It is done.
The battle of Armageddon is a picture of the resurrection.  It happens right before the Lord brings an end to this world.

Recall that according to Haman’s decree, the Jews were to be destroyed on the 13th day of the twelfth month.  Instead, on that day when the enemies of the Jews hoped to have power over them (Esther 9:1), the Jews overcame their enemies.  Esther 9:2 tells us: 

The Jews gathered themselves together in their cities throughout all the provinces of the king Ahasuerus, to lay hand on such as sought their hurt: and no man could withstand them; for the fear of them fell upon all people.
The outcome is the same as what we read in Revelation 20:8-9, in which Satan gathers his forces against the saints and is defeated:

And shall go out to deceive the nations which are in the four quarters of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them together to battle: the number of whom is as the sand of the sea.  And they went up on the breadth of the earth, and compassed the camp of the saints about, and the beloved city: and fire came down from God out of heaven, and devoured them.
The Jews’ victory over their enemies in Esther 9 is a picture of the resurrection; and the resurrection is a judgment against the unsaved world on the last day, just as if “fire came down from God out of heaven, and devoured them.”

There is something else - although you won’t find this in the Bible - that appears to support the idea that salvation ended on May 21.  We know that God can save a person even before birth.  For example, Jeremiah 1:5 gives us the words of God to the prophet Jeremiah:

Before I formed thee in the belly I knew thee; and before thou camest forth out of the womb I sanctified thee, and I ordained thee a prophet unto the nations.
We know that God uses His words to save people, as we learn from Romans 10:17:

So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.
In other words, upon hearing (or seeing) the word of God, a person may be given the gift of Christ’s faith if it is God’s plan to save that person.  Even a pre-born baby whose mother is exposed to the word of God can be saved.   

Is it necessary for a baby to be only a couple of days away from birth in order to be saved that way?  How about a baby that is weeks away from birth, or even months away?  Since we are considering the power of God, we should realize that He is able to save a person as soon as he or she is conceived – the very day.  

It is interesting to note that a full term pregnancy can be as long as 42 weeks, which is 294 days.  When we calculate the number of days (inclusive) from May 21, 2011 to March 9, 2012  (the second day of Purim) we get 294.  Was God saving right up to the last minute before the door to salvation was closed on May 21?  It may be.  And it may be that some babies who will be born right up to the last day – assuming the Lord does return during one of those three days associated with Purim – are among His elect!

Do We Now Know the Day?

The new information definitely points to the days of Purim in 2012 as a possible period for the Lord’s return.  In fact, one of the three days associated with the festival seems to be more likely than the others. 

Earlier, we saw that Purim is celebrated during two days – the 14th and 15th days of the twelfth month (Adar) – as we read in Esther 9:21: 

To stablish this among them, that they should keep the fourteenth day of the month Adar, and the fifteenth day of the same, yearly,
In Esther 9:28, we find language that may provide a clue helping us to pick the date on which the Lord returns:

And that these days should be remembered and kept throughout every generation, every family, every province, and every city; and that these days of Purim should not fail from among the Jews, nor the memorial of them perish from their seed.  

Does this verse suggest anything to you?  It appears to be telling us about eternity.  It tells us about the two days being remembered throughout every generation, and that the memorial of them will not perish from the seed of the Jews.

If the two days of Purim are a picture of God’s elect spending eternity with Him, then it’s the day preceding the festival that pictures the resurrection and His return.  After all, it was on the 13th day of that month that the Jews won a great victory over their enemies.   In the book of Revelation, this victory is won at the battle of Armageddon (Revelation 16:16).  We have learned that this is a picture of the resurrection and the Rapture.  In 2012, the 13th day of Adar corresponds with March 7.  

Some people who learn about this new information and understand that the Lord may return this March will wonder if they should publicize it.  If you are considering doing so, please pray for wisdom about this matter and remember that the Bible indicates that the day of salvation has ended.  

There is scriptural support for us to understand that we are still in a time of feeding sheep.  This means God will continue to make the Gospel available to anyone God saved before salvation ended, and that He will continue using faithful ministries and teachers.   Anyone who was interested in the message about May 21 – if he or she is still interested in it – would want to know about the new information.  

The Bible also shows us that our “testimony” is finished.  Notice Rev. 11:7, which is referring to the two witnesses who represent the elect:

And when they shall have finished their testimony, the beast that ascendeth out of the bottomless pit shall make war against them, and shall overcome them, and kill them.
After a period of three and a half days, they ascend up to heaven.  In other words, there is a period of time right before the resurrection when they are silent.  This verse is consistent with our understanding that salvation has ended.  We can’t avoid this conclusion when we know how the May 21 date was determined.  In order to arrive at May 21, it was necessary to know about the great tribulation.

The great tribulation consisted of two parts: the first part lasted for 2300 days, and the second for 6100 days.  The book of Haggai gives us two time periods – 23 days and 61 days – that mirror the great tribulation and confirm its duration.  May 21, 2011 was the date that ended the great tribulation.  Now read Matthew 24:29:

Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be darkened, and the moon shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall be shaken:

The signs of which the Lord Jesus spoke in this verse (we need to remember that He spoke in parables) indicate that salvation ended last May 21.   The silencing of the two witnesses in Revelation 11:7 confirms this understanding by showing us a picture of a time when the message of salvation no longer goes out to the world.

Has God now made known to us the date of His return?  We have seen that there is strong scriptural support for us to conclude that He has.  Because of the new proof validating May 21 as Judgment Day, March 7 appears to stand out above any other date that has been proposed since October 21 came and went uneventfully.  However, we need to remember that twice before we were absolutely convinced that we knew the date – and we were wrong.  Also, it is possible to understand the Lord’s promise that the wise will understand both time and judgment (Ecclesiastes 8:5) as having already been fulfilled even if we never know the date of that last day until we are in it.   

This view is possible because God has revealed the timeline and wonderful proofs to verify the end-time dates we do know.   By revealing to us that May 21 marked the end of salvation, God has already allowed us to understand “time and judgment.”  We understood time because we discovered that May 21 was a date in God’s plan.  We understood judgment because we learned that Judgment Day began then.   Therefore, even as we hope that the Lord’s return will be soon, we should prepare ourselves to keep waiting beyond the days of Purim if it turns out that the Lord continues to “tarry” (see Matthew 25:5 and Luke 12:45-46).

A verse we should keep in mind is 1 Peter 4:7:

But the end of all things is at hand: be ye therefore sober, and watch unto prayer.   

Almost 2,000 years ago, God told His people to watch because “the end of all things is at hand;” that’s what we should be doing now.  In view of the new information, however, it’s reasonable to expect that more people than usual will be “watching” beginning this March 7.

Many thanks to Mr. Chris McCann for his studies in the Book of Esther.
Note:

If Queen Esther had checked her wall calendar in the morning the day she sent her message to Mordecai (Esther 4:11) concerning “these thirty days,”she would have seen that the first month of that year was 30 days long.  When we look at a Hebrew calendar today, we see that in each month the number of days is either 29 or 30.  Usually (but not always), the number alternates: 29 days for one month, then 30 days for the next.  How, then, is it possible for us to be certain about the number of days in that first month of the king’s 12th year (Esther 3:7)?

The first step is to know which king of Media-Persia was reigning when Esther was queen.   The name “Ahasuerus” was apparently a title, like “Pharaoh” or “Caesar.”  However, in his book “Time Has An End,” Mr. Camping identified this king as Artaxerxes II who reigned from 404 BC to 358 BC.  

Next, we need to know that the reigns of Media-Persian kings are dated using an accession-year convention.  The year they ascended the throne is called the accession year.  The first year of reign doesn’t begin until the end of the calendar year for that year in which they began to reign.  Although this seems confusing, it’s actually a logical way of doing things because the time from accession to the end of the calendar year could be much less than a full year.  With this convention, the first year of a king’s reign lasted a full year (assuming he survived it to reign a second year). 

Using the accession-year convention, the first year of King Artaxerxes II began in the spring of 403 BC, and his 12th year began in the spring of 392 BC.  Therefore, we need to know the number of days in the first month of 392 BC according to the Hebrew calendar. 

We know that in 19 years, there are almost exactly 235 lunations (or cycles from one new moon to the next).  Therefore, if we find in our day a year that is an integral multiple of 19-year time-cycles away from 392 BC, we can examine the Hebrew calendar for that year and learn the number of days in the first month of 392 BC.   

The year 2003 meets our requirement.  The first day of spring in 2003 occurred 2,394 years or 126 periods of 19-years after spring began in 392 BC.   The first Hebrew month in the year 2003 had 30 days, according to the Hebrew calendar.  Therefore, the first month of 392 BC also had 30 days.  This method is explained more completely in Appendix 2 of “The Doomsday Code.”
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