The Two Witnesses of Rev11

Eiji Hoffman·Saturday, January 27, 2018
Dear sheri,
I have put some of my comments in Mr. Hoffman’s response to you. My comments are in Bold and Italics. Unfortunately, I cannot agree with Mr. Hoffman’s understanding of things.
Brother Mike

2-9-18
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Sheri Carline wrote …. 
The two witnesses of Revelation 11 is very complex! Some thoughts on the 2 witnesses of Revelation 11... 

Since Satan was deposed on May 21, 2011 then the two witnesses (if they are the elect) could not have been killed on May 21, 2011 because of the following verse

Revelation 11:7 And when they shall have finished their testimony, the beast that ascendeth out of the bottomless pit shall make war against them, and shall overcome them, and kill them. Did not the beast ascend May 21,1988? 

“The two witnesses,” which are said to be “two olive trees” and “two candlesticks,” could represent the Old and New Testaments? The olive trees represent the power of the Holy Spirit. The candlesticks symbolize the spiritual light of the scriptures. Psalm 119:105; Zechariah 4:1-14. The two witnesses were to “prophesy…in sackcloth,” symbolizing mourning. 

Any thoughts on this? Thanks 

>>>>>>>>>>> 

Sheri Carline 

First and foremost, I like to thank you for sharing and raising questions regarding the two witnesses of Rev11. And I think I'm safe to say that most of the May21 Campaign are struggling with the same questions of what the two witnesses of Rev11 signify and when they were finished with their testimony and killed. And I can also say, if people are not struggling with this very questions they are not dealing with contradictions in their own theology.
(I would say that Mr. Hoffman has some contradictions in his theology). 
I say thus because if the teaching of Rev11 were correct the harvest would have taken place on May21 ZIF17 2011 but it didn't. 
(The harvest did take place on May 21, 2011, but it happened spiritually first, and then it will happen literally and outwardly on the Last Day of Judgment Day that we are now in). 
And since the harvest did not take place on May21 it was absolutely crucial and necessary for us to return prior to May21 to reexamine everything and search for where the error(s) might have been made to make corrections. And please note : there are no such thing called spiritual harvest so if you are holding on to this teachings, throw it out the window. 
(If there is no spiritual harvest, then there was no spiritual salvation either. The fact is, our spiritual salvation came first, and then the literal and outward salvation through the resurrection and transformation comes second on the Last Day of Judgment Day. Likewise, the spiritual harvest came first beginning on May 21, 2011, and then the literal and outward harvest comes second on the Last Day of spiritual Judgment Day. There is a spiritual, and there is a literal and outward. The spiritual comes first, and the literally and outward comes last. This was also true in the judgment of Adam and Eve, which was a type of Judgment Day. Their spiritual deaths came first, and then their literal and outward deaths came later. So, also, it is on Judgment Day: there are two parts to Judgment Day. First, the spiritual harvest comes first, and the literal and outward harvest comes last). 
So let us return prior to May21 and reevaluate the position we held. But first ... 

Now, I'm not blaming Mr. Camping for this and it is completely understandable but the first error was made when he and we thought the harvest was to takes place immediately after the tribulation as we read in Mat24:29-31 .
(Mr camping was correct: the harvest did take place immediately after the tribulation, but Mr. Camping was incorrect in thinking that this harvest was to be literal.  Judgment Day, as well, came immediately after the tribulation, but it did not first come literally and outwardly as Mr. Camping thought it would, but it first came spiritually with the removal of eternal salvation from the entire world, and then it will come literally and outwardly on the Last Day of Judgment Day. So, Mr. Camping went wrong in not seeing the spiritual, which is a common mistake of Jesus’s disciples throughout time, and it is the mistake of Mr. Hoffman).
Mat24:29-31 Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be darkened, and the moon shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall be shaken: And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. 31 And he shall send his angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather together his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other.
If we isolate the passage above it appears to be saying the harvest takes place immediately after the tribulation and this is why Mr. Camping had to cram and fit everything prior to the end of the 23 year tribulation.
(These verses were never meant to be taken literally. Just as the sun being darkened, and the moon not giving her light, and the stars falling from heaven were spiritual in teaching that the gospel light came to an end on May 21, 2011 [I think everyone agrees with this], so are the latter parts of these verses to be taken spiritually. But, there may also be a literal fulfillment of these verses on the Last Day of Judgment Day as well. But, the spiritual comes first, and then the literal, outward and physical. This is the nature of Judgment Day as we saw in the typological case of Adam and Eve). 
And this is why Mr. Camping taught …. 

1. the sixth seal of Rev6 was opened in 1988AD 

2. Seventh seal, half an hour of silence identified with 2300 days of Dan8 (first part of tribulation May 19/20 1988 to Sept6/7 1994. 

3. the two witnesses of Rev11 were killed in 1988AD 

4. Tribulation identified with one hour of Rev18 

5. Tribulation identified with the 3.5 days of Rev11 

The above is the original position we held prior to May21 2011. The first contradiction we have is the tribulation / little season takes place after the fifth seal of Rev6 and prior to the sixth seal of Rev6.
(Yes, I’ll agree that the Little Season comes before the sixth seal of Revelation 6 is opened because the opening of the sixth seal is on Judgment Day; that Great Day of His Wrath, which began on May 21, 2011 and not on May 21, 1988)
Rev6:9 And when he had opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of them that were slain for the word of God, and for the testimony which they held: 10 And they cried with a loud voice, saying, How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou not judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth? 11 And white robes were given unto every one of them; and it was said unto them, that they should rest yet for a LITTLE SEASON, until their fellow-servants also and their brethren, that should be killed as they were, should be fulfilled.   
Rev20:3 And cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal upon him, that he should deceive the nations no more, till the thousand years should be fulfilled: and after that he must be loosed a LITTLE SEASON 

Rev6:12 And I beheld when he had opened the sixth seal, and, lo, there was a great earthquake; and the sun became black as sackcloth of hair, and the moon became as blood . . . 

The period of LITTLE SEASON / Tribulation takes place after the fifth seal being opened and after the LITTLE SEASON / Tribulation the sixth seal of Rev6 was opened. 
Thus the sixth seal could not have been opened in 1988AD. 
And immediately after the tribulation (Mat24:29) the spiritual SUN of righteousness (Christ) that rises with healing in his wings (salvation) of Mal4:2 was darkened and became black as sackcloth of hair (sixth seal) meaning salvation came to an end. 

And as salvation came to an end on May21 ZIF17 2011 the task of true believers to send forth the gospel message of the kingdom and salvation to the utter most parts of the world came to an end and THUS we read that the two witnesses of Rev11 were FINISHED with their testimony. And I'll speak about the beast slain the two witnesses in a moment but let us go back to the fifth seal for a minute. 

The bible speaks of two groups of people coming to salvation. We have first the 144,000 and second we have the great multitude which no man can number of Rev7 which were brought out of the great tribulation. 

Rev6:9 And when he had opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of them (the 144,000) that were slain for the word of God, and for the testimony which they held: 10 And they cried with a loud voice, saying, How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou not judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth? 11 And white robes were given unto every one of them; and it was said unto them, that they should rest yet for a LITTLE SEASON, until their fellow-servants (the great multitude of Rev7) also and their brethren, that should be killed as they were, should be fulfilled. 
The 144,000 were slain for the word of God and testimony they held and likewise their fellow servants the great multitude which no man can number of Rev7 which were brought out of the great tribulation were also slain for the word of God and testimony they held. So how can we say that the two witnesses of Rev11 were FINISHED with the testimony in 1988AD? We can't.
(Yes, we can! In the context of Revelation 11, the 2 witnesses refer to the elect who were saved and prophesied before the end of the Church Age and NOT to those who were saved after the Church Age who come out of Great Tribulation. And, we are told that these 2 witnesses of the Church Age were killed when the beast rose out of the bottomless pit (verse 7 below) to war against and overcome the 2 witnesses, which we know was on May 21, 1988. It could not have been on May 21, 2011 because on that date the beast was put down and deposed (not raised up to overcome and kill) on the last day of the Great Tribulation on May 21, 2011 to match the type of the Great Tribulation from 609 BC to 539 BC when the king of Babylon was put down and deposed on the last day of that Great Tribulation as well (Daniel 5). We read in Revelation 11,

7  And when they [the 2 witnesses) shall have finished their testimony, the beast that ascendeth out of the bottomless pit shall make war against them, and shall overcome them, and kill them.

8  And their dead bodies shall lie in the street of the great city, which spiritually is called Sodom and Egypt, where also our Lord was crucified.
Notice, further, that when the 2 witnesses are killed that their dead bodies lie in the street of the great city, which spiritually is called Sodom and Egypt, where also our Lord was crucified, which when interpreted means that their dead bodies lie in the churches. This could not have happened on May 21, 2011 because the elect were not in the churches at that time, but they had departed out long before. No, rather, the elect were spiritually killed and their dead bodies laid in all the churches beginning from May 21, 1988 to September 7, 1994 when the elect were still in the churches.
And we had little or no understandings to this prior to May21 but the 1260 days God gave power unto the two witnesses (Rev11:3) is speaking of the tribulation period.
(No, the 1260 days are symbolic of the entire Church Age. To my knowledge, no number in the book of Revelation is meant to be taken literally. It is a book of symbolism, so I cannot put much credence to the calculations below).

 Little season / tribulation period are actually made up of 2300 days of Dan8 plus 5 periods of 3.5 years / 1260 days total of 8600 days. And this 8600 day tribulation was shortened 200 days to 8400 days to May21 ZIF17 2011. 

First part) 2300 days of Dan8 (May 19 1988 to Sept 6/7 1994) 

1. time, times and dividing of time of Dan7:25 (1260 days /3.5 years) 

2. time, times and dividing of time of Dan12:7 (1260 days /3.5 years) 

3. 42 months of Rev11:2 (1260 days /3.5 years) 

4. 42 months of Rev13:5 (1260 days /3.5 years) 

5. 1260 days of Rev11:3 (1260 days / 3.5 years) 

Tribulation is actually consisted of 2300 days of Dan8 plus 5 periods of 3.5 years / 1260 days total of 8600 days (not 8400 days). Just as 1290 days of Dan12 has one third of 430 years and two thirds of 860 years likewise the 8600 day tribulation breaks down into 4 x 5 x 430. And two thirds of 860 years of Dan12 are seen with 8600 days. And we see the connection between 8600 days and 1290 days when we divide each other. 

8600 divided by 1290 = 6.66666 two thirds. 

4300 divided by 1290 = 3.33333 one third. 

And this is another reason the two witnesses of Rev11 could not have been finished with their testimony and killed in 1988AD. 
(In the context of Revelation 11, the 2 witnesses refer to the elect who were saved and prophesied before the end of the Church Age and NOT to those who were saved after the Church Age who come out of Great Tribulation. And, we are told that these 2 witnesses of the Church Age were killed when the beast rose out of the bottomless pit (verse 7 below) to war against and overcome the 2 witnesses, which we know was on May 21, 1988 when the Church Age ended. It could not have been on May 21, 2011 because on that date the beast was put down and deposed – not raised up to overcome and kill as he did in 1988 – on the last day of the Great Tribulation on May 21, 2011 to match the type of the Great Tribulation from 609 BC to 539 BC when the king of Babylon was put down and deposed on the last day of that Great Tribulation as well (Daniel 5). We read in Revelation 11,

7  And when they [the 2 witnesses) shall have finished their testimony, the beast that ascendeth out of the bottomless pit shall make war against them, and shall overcome them, and kill them.

8  And their dead bodies shall lie in the street of the great city, which spiritually is called Sodom and Egypt, where also our Lord was crucified.
Notice, further, that when the 2 witnesses are killed that their dead bodies lie in the street of the great city, which spiritually is called Sodom and Egypt, where also our Lord was crucified, which when interpreted means that their dead bodies lie in the churches. This could not have happened on May 21, 2011 because the elect were not in the churches at that time, but they had departed out long before. No, rather, the elect were spiritually killed and their dead bodies, spiritually speaking, laid in all the churches beginning from May 21, 1988 to September 7, 1994 when the elect were still in the churches.

As for the beast ascending out of the bottomless pit.
Rev11:7 And when they shall have finished their testimony, the beast that ascendeth out of the bottomless pit shall make war against them, and shall overcome them, and kill them. 

The whole book of Revelation, Rev11 and Rev11:7 above are written in parables and as you know Satan was not literally bound in the bottomless pit (Earth) in 33AD and he did not literally come out of the bottomless pit (Earth) in 1988 at the end of the 1,000 years of Rev20 or on May21 ZIF17 2011. Just as Satan was present in the seven churches in Revelation he has always been lurking in the congregations and the churches, except in 33AD God placed a restrain on him for 1,000 years / during the church age. And at the end of the 1,000 years / church age God removed the restrain he had on Satan and he was loosened for the little season / tribulation period. 
The key phrase is not “beast that ascendeth out of the bottomless pit” which everyone seems to be locked on to. Rather the key phrase is Satan “shall make war against them, and shall overcome them, and kill them” which locks on to many other scriptures as Dan7:21 and Dan7:25 
Shall make war against them, and shall overcome them: 
Dan7:21 I beheld, and the same horn made WAR WITH THE SAINTS, and PREVAILED AGAINST THEM; 
Dan7:25 And he shall speak great words against the most High, and shall wear out the saints of the most High, and think to change times and laws: and they shall be given into his hand until a time and times and the dividing of time. 
Rev13:7 And it was given unto him to make WAR WITH THE SAINTS, and to OVERCOME them: and power was given him over all kindreds, and tongues, and nations. 
Dan12:7 And I heard the man clothed in linen, which was upon the waters of the river, when he held up his right hand and his left hand unto heaven, and sware by him that liveth for ever that it shall be for a time, times, and an half; and when he shall have accomplished to SCATTER THE POWER OF THE HOLY PEOPLE, all these things shall be finished. 
Satan was loosened and tribulation began in 1988AD but none of us were aware Satan was loosened at that time. However, by the time we came to 1994 some of us realized that churches have become dead and left the churches. And although 1290 days of Dan12 landed in 1994 we really didn't understand why till many years later. The 1290 days of Dan12 landed in 1994 because that is when the abomination and desolation was set up (Mat24:15-18) for the periods of time, times and dividing of time of Dan7:25 and Dan12:7 and 42 months of Rev11:2 and Rev13:5. Frankly, none of us understood this fully till after May21 ZIF17 2011. 

And my point is that in 1988 or 1994 Satan did not make war against the saints and PREVAILED AGAIST THEM, OVERCOME THEM or managed to SCATTER THE POWER OF THE HOLY PEOPLE. 
(You are ignoring the context of Revelation 11 with respect to the 2 witnesses. In the context of Revelation 11, the 2 witnesses refer to the elect who were saved and prophesied before the end of the Church Age and NOT to those who were saved after the Church Age who come out of Great Tribulation. And, we are told that these 2 witnesses of the Church Age were killed when the beast rose out of the bottomless pit (verse 7 below) to war against and overcome the 2 witnesses, which we know was on May 21, 1988. It could not have been on May 21, 2011 because on that date the beast was put down and deposed – not raised up to overcome and kill as he was in 1988 – on the last day of the Great Tribulation on May 21, 2011 to match the type of the Great Tribulation from 609 BC to 539 BC when the king of Babylon was put down and deposed on the last day of that Great Tribulation (Daniel 5). We read in Revelation 11,

7  And when they [the 2 witnesses) shall have finished their testimony, the beast that ascendeth out of the bottomless pit shall make war against them, and shall overcome them, and kill them.

8  And their dead bodies shall lie in the street of the great city, which spiritually is called Sodom and Egypt, where also our Lord was crucified.
Notice, further, that when the 2 witnesses are killed that their dead bodies lie in the street of the great city, which spiritually is called Sodom and Egypt, where also our Lord was crucified, which when interpreted means that their dead bodies lie in the churches. This could not have happened on May 21, 2011 because the elect were not in the churches at that time, but they had departed out long before. No, rather, the elect were spiritually killed and their dead bodies laid in all the churches beginning from May 21, 1988 to September 7, 1994 when the elect were still in the churches.

However, when the prophecy concerning the harvest failed on May21 ZIF17 2011 that is exactly what took place. It was like Satan just came out of the bottomless pit and devoured the true believers and they we were killed. And from May21 we have the 3.5 days of Rev11. 
(The harvest beginning on May 21, 2011 did not fail, for it was a spiritual harvest and not a literal and outward harvest. The literal and outward harvest will take place on the Last Day of Judgment Day. Indeed, Judgment Day and the harvest comes in two parts:  First, the spiritual judgment and harvest, and then the literal and outward judgment and harvest. In other words, there is one harvest, but two parts to that one harvest:  the spiritual harvest, and then the literal and outward harvest).
Some may argue and say, “we weren't killed on May 21”. They have no clue of what is going on. The churches and the world (Satan's kingdom) were victorious on that day and we lost all credibility and our words have no value to a point we might as well be dead. We had groups sending out tracks saying “judgment began on May21 2011 and Salvation have come to an end” The churches and the world are saying, this is the same group that declared “the bible guarantees May21 2011 judgment day” when nothing happened on May21” and “Oct 7 2015 will fail just the same” and it did. And this is the same group which said the harvest took place spiritually on May21 and etc. Don't get me started. 

Anyway, as I have shown the sixth seal of Rev6 had to be adjusted to May21 2011 and likewise the two witnesses of Rev11 being finished with their testimony and killed also had to be corrected to May21 ZIF17 2011. And seventh seal of Rev8 and 3.5 days of Rev11 followed May21. 

The half an hour of silence of Rev8 have nothing to do with the 2300 days of Dan8 (first part of the tribulation) rather the seventh seal of Rev8 follows May21 which is not a period of time to be calculated. 

As salvation and the one week (7day) covenant of the Messiah came to an end on May21 there were moment of silence in heaven as moment of prayers being sent up to the throne of God for about the space of half an hour before the sounding of the trumpets. And May21 was followed by the first five sounding of the trumpets against the THIRD which is speaking of the corporate churches. And including the 5 months of Rev9 we read one woe has past and two woes that follow. 

The problem is we do not know the duration of time between the fifth trumpet (first woe) to the sixth trumpet (second woe). And thus we have to return to when the two witnesses of Rev11 were FINISHED with their testimony and killed (May21 ZIF17 2011) and try to figure out the duration of the 3.5 days of Rev11 which we know today to be 7 years / 84 months to May 20 2018 Pentecost / Day of the LORD. 

Any question, comments and opinions are welcome. 

God bless 

