






October 17, 2011 

May You Be Like The Spider
by Robert Fitzpatrick

It’s surprising to think that a proverb from the Bible’s book of Proverbs could tell us something about the final stages of God’s salvation plan.  The Bible is, however, a reflection of the infinite mind of God.  It’s packed with meaning and full of surprises.  

Many of the men whom God used to record His words could not fully understand what they recorded, because it is only in our day that God has opened up the Bible to reveal many hidden truths.  The Bible has certainly been able to speak to everyone throughout the generations.  However, because we are living in the very last days, our perspective of His word should be unique.   In His mercy, when God opens our understanding of His word, we can see things that no one could see until now.

We can be certain that not even Solomon fully understood everything he recorded.  The Bible tells us that Solomon was the wisest man who ever lived (1 Kings 3:12).  It was he who recorded the books of Proverbs, Ecclesiastes and Song of Solomon.  However, the Bible tells that God must give us understanding; otherwise we won’t be able to understand His word  (1 Corinthians 2:11-13).  

For example, God allowed Daniel to understand dreams that no one else could understand.  We find one instance of this in Daniel 2:1-2 and 2:19.  God had caused Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon, to have a dream with a secret meaning.  God revealed that secret to Daniel.  Years later, however, Daniel had a vision that mystified him.  In Daniel 12:8-9, we read:  

And I heard, but I understood not: then said I, O my Lord, what shall be the end of these things?  And he said, Go thy way, Daniel: for the words are closed up and sealed till the time of the end.  
Here we see that there were certain truths that God did not allow man to understand until the time of the end.  Daniel wasn’t allowed to understand the meaning of his last recorded vision; so not even Solomon, in all his wisdom, could understand something that had been “closed up and sealed” by God. 

We know that Solomon wrote 3,000 proverbs (1 Kings 4:30-32).  God preserved less than 1,000 of them for us in the book of Proverbs.  The lost proverbs may have been very clever, but they didn’t tell us anything that God wanted us to read.  In Proverbs 30:24-28, however, we find some things that God did want us to read:

There be four things which are little upon the earth, but they are exceeding wise:   The ants are a people not strong, yet they prepare their meat in the summer;  The conies are but a feeble folk, yet make they their houses in the rocks;  The locusts have no king, yet go they forth all of them by bands;  The spider taketh hold with her hands, and is in kings' palaces.
Why is God telling us about these four kinds of little creatures?  We see that they are all wise.  Often in the Bible, when we read about the wise we are reading about God’s elect.  For example, here is Proverbs 3:35:

The wise shall inherit glory: but shame shall be the promotion of fools. 

It’s the same Hebrew word for “wise” in both verses (H2450).  Those little creatures seem to identify with God’s children, don’t they?

When Did God’s People Bring the Gospel?

In the New Testament, the Lord Jesus made it clear that true believers are to share the Gospel with others, as they are able.  This was the mandate throughout the Church Age.   It continued right up to the time when God’s people were warning the world that May 21 would be the end of salvation.   Of course, not everyone was able to go “down to the battle,” so to speak, and bring the Gospel.  That was never a requirement for salvation. 

There’s an interesting verse that appears to teach this truth.  In                1 Samuel 30, we read that David and his men returned after winning a battle to rescue their families, who had been carried away with their belongings.  Some of David’s men didn’t want to share the spoil with those who had remained behind.  David rejected that thinking, as we read in 1 Samuel 30:24-25:

For who will hearken unto you in this matter? but as his part is that goeth down to the battle, so shall his part be that tarrieth by the stuff: they shall part alike.  And it was so from that day forward, that he made it a statute and an ordinance for Israel unto this day.  

We can be certain that God’s people who remained “by the stuff” during the latter rain were laboring in prayer.   

Even before the Crucifixion, the Lord sent out 35 two-man teams of His disciples throughout the region (see Luke 10:1-17).  Then, after His resurrection and just before He ascended back to heaven, He told His apostles that they were to be His witnesses throughout the world.  In Acts 1:8, we read:

 But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.

Several days after the Lord made that statement, the Church Age began (Acts 2:1-8, and 2:41).  God poured out His Spirit to save about 3,000 people on the Pentecost day that followed the Lord’s return to heaven.  Those people, and others who were saved soon afterwards, were the Lord’s first witnesses in this new phase of God’s salvation plan.  They were the true believers whom the Lord Jesus sent out to the world with the Gospel when He began the Church Age.

That wasn’t the situation during the time of ancient Israel.   Then, there was no explicit command to bring the Gospel to other nations.   There’s even at least one verse that seems to indicate that God didn’t want the Assyrians to hear the Gospel (2 Chronicles 32:4).  However, even in ancient Israel God saved people from other lands.   For example, we read about Ebedmelech the Ethiopian (Jeremiah 38:7-13 and 39:16-18) who bravely rescued Jeremiah; and of course there is Ruth the Moabitess  (book of Ruth), whose son became King David’s grandfather (Ruth 4:17).  They were definitely children of God; but the number of “foreigners” whom God saved appears to have been extremely small until the Church Age.  

From what we see in the Bible, God didn’t use the kingdom of Israel to bring the Gospel.  This was the situation when Solomon reigned; so, when we find a verse in the Old Testament telling us (as a parable) that God’s children are to bring the Gospel, we should immediately think that it applies to the Church Age or some time afterwards.

The Ants

The ants are a people not strong, yet they prepare their meat in the summer;
When we read about the ants in this proverb, we find that they are “not strong, yet they prepare their meat in the summer.”  This verse has to do with the bringing of the Gospel!  The word translated as “ants” in Proverbs 30:25 (H5244) is used in only one other place, also a proverb.  Here is that other proverb.  It’s about an ant, and it’s Proverbs 6:6-8:

Go to the ant, thou sluggard; consider her ways, and be wise:   Which having no guide, overseer, or ruler,  Provideth her meat in the summer, and gathereth her food in the harvest.
Notice the word “harvest.”  We’ve learned that the feast of Pentecost was a picture of the early harvest or first fruits; but the big harvest came after the latter rain.  That latter rain was poured out in the period beginning on September 7, 1994 and continued until May 21, 2011. 

In Proverbs 10:5, we also find the idea of gathering in summer: 

He that gathereth in summer is a wise son: but he that sleepeth in harvest is a son that causeth shame. 

We see that the idea of summer is associated with the harvest.  Recall that the Lord Jesus connected the idea of summer with the end times in Matthew 24:32-33:

Now learn a parable of the fig tree; When his branch is yet tender, and putteth forth leaves, ye know that summer is nigh:  So likewise ye, when ye shall see all these things, know that it is near, even at the doors.

We therefore have good reason to think that those little ants were laboring to bring the Gospel during the latter rain, right up to the last minute on May 21.

The Conies
The conies are but a feeble folk, yet make they their houses in the rocks;  
The conies are apparently animals known as rock badgers.  Their habitat is rocky terrain.  They don’t seem to be able to do anything to defend themselves against predators.  If there’s a threat, they just try to run away.  

God’s children are like those conies.  Certainly they are feeble without the Lord’s continuous help.  In fact, they are completely powerless to save themselves.  Even in the world’s eyes, many are feeble.  That’s the idea we get from 1 Corinthians 1:26-27:

For ye see your calling, brethren, how that not many wise men after the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called: But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which are mighty;
Based on these verses, it appears that a person who was seen as “a loser” in the eyes of the world was actually more likely to be saved than a person who was highly successful!   

Notice that the conies make their houses in the rocks.  Whenever we read the word “rock” or “rocks,” we should remember that the Lord Jesus is identified as “The Rock.”  Read 1 Corinthians 10:4:

And did all drink the same spiritual drink: for they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them: and that Rock was Christ.
This verse is clearly telling us that the God known to ancient Israel as the Lord, or Yahweh, or Jehovah was actually the Lord Jesus.  Since the conies are children of God, we know that their “houses” will not be destroyed.  Proverbs 12:7 tells us:

The wicked are overthrown, and are not: but the house of the righteous shall stand.
The Lord Jesus told us the same thing in one of His parables.  In Matthew 7:26-27, we read:

And every one that heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them not, shall be likened unto a foolish man, which built his house upon the sand:  And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell: and great was the fall of it.
The house of the foolish man is built on sand.  His house shall fall when the day of the Lord arrives, just as the wicked shall be overthrown according to Proverbs 12:7.  On the other hand, the house of the righteous shall stand because they are like a wise man.  In Matthew 7:24-25, we read what a wise man has done: 
Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them, I will liken him unto a wise man, which built his house upon a rock:  And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell not: for it was founded upon a rock.

The conies are like that wise man, because they made their houses in the rocks.  They are resting in Christ.

If we understand the ants to be those who brought the Gospel to the world during the latter rain, then the conies identify with God’s children during the five months from May 21 to October 21.  They have made their houses on the Rock, who is our Lord Jesus Christ.   

The Locusts

The locusts have no king, yet go they forth all of them by bands;  
In the first part of chapter 9 in the book of Revelation, we read about some strange creatures called locusts.  We’ve learned that these locusts represent God’s elect during the five months after May 21, continuing until October 21.  Could the locusts of the proverb be the locusts of Revelation 9?

Notice that the proverb tells us that the locusts have no king.  Of course, we know that the Lord is our king.  We read that in Isaiah 33:22:

For the LORD is our judge, the LORD is our lawgiver, the LORD is our king; he will save us. 

Therefore, we know that the proverb means the locusts have no earthly king as they go forth “by bands.”  

When we read about the locusts of Revelation 9, we find a verse telling us that they do have a king.  In Revelation 9:11, we read:

And they had a king over them, which is the angel of the bottomless pit, whose name in the Hebrew tongue is Abaddon, but in the Greek tongue hath his name Apollyon.
The names in this verse, Abaddon in Hebrew and Apollyon in Greek, have to do with the idea of destruction.  We know that when the Lord Jesus returns He will come as a thief in the night to steal, to kill and “to destroy” (John 10:10); so the king over these locusts is the Lord Jesus.

We know that God had a reason for telling us in the proverb that the locusts have no king: it appears that God is directing us away from the locusts of Revelation 9.  

The locusts of the proverb actually seem to identify with the horsemen of Revelation 9, which appear later in the chapter and come after the locusts.  We have learned that these horsemen represent all of God’s elect as they ascend to heaven in the Rapture on the last day.  

According to Revelation 9, the horsemen are loosed at the sixth trumpet.  On the other hand, the locusts of Revelation 9 came out of the smoke of judgment at the fifth trumpet.   Revelation 9:12 shows us that the sixth trumpet sounds after the fifth trumpet in time order; so the horsemen come some time after the locusts of Revelation 9.

Going back to the proverb again, we read that the locusts go forth “all of them by bands.”  The Hebrew word used to translate “bands” is Strong’s number H2686.  It is only used three times in the Bible.  The other uses are in Judges 5:11, where it is translated as “archers;” and in Job 21:21, where it is translated as “cut off in the midst.”  

According to a glossary, the base of that Hebrew word seems to have the idea of cutting, dividing (as in dividing the spoil) or being divided.  The locusts, therefore, appear to be going forth as a divided host.  This picture agrees with something the Lord Jesus once said about the Rapture.  In Matthew 24:31, we read:

And he shall send his angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather together his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other.

We know that God’s elect are scattered all over the world, one here and maybe a couple or a few there.  However, in other passages about the day of the Lord, we find the idea that all of God’s elect are a great army. 

Chapters 50 and 51 of Jeremiah, for example, show us a picture of a great army bringing judgment on Babylon.  We’ve learned that the destruction of Babylon in those chapters is a picture of God’s destruction of the world on the last day.  In Jeremiah 50:9-10, we read:

For, lo, I will raise and cause to come up against Babylon an assembly of great nations from the north country: and they shall set themselves in array against her; from thence she shall be taken: their arrows shall be as of a mighty expert man; none shall return in vain.  And Chaldea shall be a spoil: all that spoil her shall be satisfied, saith the LORD.
After God’s elect are gathered to the Lord from all over the planet, they will be a great army!  In this way we can reconcile the ideas that the locusts of Proverbs 30:27 are a divided host, and yet are the great army that brings judgment on Babylon at the end of the world.   

The locusts identify with every one who has been saved throughout human history.  When God’s children ascend to heaven after being resurrected or changed from their currently frail bodies, then – like the locusts – they will go forth, ”all of them by bands.”  

The Spider

The spider taketh hold with her hands, and is in kings' palaces.
This verse is the only one where the Hebrew word translated as “spider” is used anywhere in the Bible.  It is thought that the word actually refers to a kind of poisonous lizard.  For our purpose, we’ll keep calling it a spider. 
The proverb tells us that the spider takes hold with her hands.  What is it that she has taken hold of?  Here we must go to the original language to understand what God could be telling us by the words “taketh hold.”  

The Hebrew word translated as “taketh hold” is Strong’s number H8610.  It’s used 65 times in the Old Testament.   It’s been translated as “take,” and as “taken,” and as “catch,” and some other ways.   In just about every case, whatever was taken found itself in big trouble!  

For instance, in Jeremiah 50:46 we read:

At the noise of the taking of Babylon the earth is moved, and the cry is heard among the nations.     

The word translated as “taking” is the same Hebrew word used in the proverb as “taketh hold.”   Another example is 1 Kings 18:40:

And Elijah said unto them, Take the prophets of Baal; let not one of them escape. And they took them: and Elijah brought them down to the brook Kishon, and slew them there.
In this verse, the words “take” and “took” are also that same Hebrew word, Strong’s number H8610.  Therefore, it appears that the spider is bringing judgment.  Why would the spider be doing that?  We’ll return to this idea after we look at the Hebrew word translated as “palaces.”

In the proverb, we read that the spider is in kings’ palaces.  The Hebrew word translated as “palaces” is Strong’s number H1964.  It is used 80 times in the Bible.  Out of those places where it is used, it is translated as “temple” 70 times.  For instance, in 2 Chronicles 4:7 we find that word translated as “temple:”

And he made ten candlesticks of gold according to their form, and set them in the temple, five on the right hand, and five on the left.
Throughout the Old Testament, we find different temples described.  The above verse is telling us about King Solomon’s temple.

We also know that the true believers are considered to be God’s temple.  We find that idea expressed in 1 Corinthians 3:16:

Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you?
In this sense, at any time in history a saved person was in God’s temple.  Of course, the word temple in I Corinthians 3:16 is a Greek word.  That word is translated “temple” 45 times out of 46, so there is no doubt that it is a temple.  

The Bible also tells us that God is in His temple in heaven.  Psalm 18, which is a picture of the Rapture, mentions God’s temple in heaven.  In Psalm 18:6, we read:

In my distress I called upon the LORD, and cried unto my God: he heard my voice out of his temple, and my cry came before him, even into his ears.
The word used for “temple” in this verse is that same Hebrew word translated as “palaces” in the proverb about the spider.  

We can now see how the spider fits into the picture with the other three creatures.  We’ve learned that the Rapture brings judgment on the unsaved.  The spider brings judgment just as the locusts do.  It happens at the Rapture.  After the Rapture, the spider ends up in the temple of God – in heaven!  May all who read this also end up in God’s temple, and in that way be just like that spider. 

10/17/11 Correction to “Woes, Plagues and Trumpets”

In the paragraph entitled “What is The Sixth Plague?” 

After verse Revelation 19:19, you read that the kings of the east (see Revelation 16:12) appear to be those who are gathered by Satan.  Also, in the second paragraph after that, you read that the kings of the east identify with the unsaved.  There is strong reason to believe that the kings of the east represent all of the elect, not the unsaved.

When we read Revelation 16:12, we see that it is the pouring out of the sixth plague angel’s vial that dries up the “great river” Euphrates that “the way of the kings of the east might be prepared.”   This pouring out of the vial corresponds with the sixth trumpeting angel’s loosing of four angels bound in the great river Euphrates (see Revelation 9:14).  We have learned that those four angels identify with all of the elect who will be caught up to heaven in the Rapture. 
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