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A Longer Walk With The Lord
by Robert Fitzpatrick

October 21, 2011 was the final date in the timeline.  We can no longer use it to point to any future date for the Lord’s return.  There is simply no other date.  

It’s hard to imagine how any new date could possibly fit with the timeline’s other dates as this past October 21 did.  How, then, can we understand the fact that October 21 was not the date for the Rapture and the end of the world?  Is the whole timeline wrong?

There is too much support for the timeline for us to believe it is wrong.  The timeline came from the Bible, so we can say that the Bible itself pointed to the timeline’s dates.  God wanted us to know about May 21 and to tell the whole world about it; and He wanted us to know about October 21 and expect it to be earth’s final day.

We must remember that many numerical proofs verify the timeline from creation to its final date, October 21.  Because of these proofs, we’re forced to conclude that it is correct and to proceed on that assumption.  That means God finished using the local congregations of Christian churches to save people in 1988; that He resumed saving people outside the churches in 1994; that May 21, 2011 marked the end of salvation anywhere; and that God wanted us to expect His return on October 21, 2011.    

Help from Jonah and Abraham 
We find some help in understanding our current situation by examining Jonah’s mission to Nineveh, and Abraham’s discussion with the Lord concerning the fate of Sodom and Gomorrah.

Recall that Jonah was sent to preach to the people of Nineveh.  God told Jonah what to say, as we read in Jonah 3:2:

Arise, go unto Nineveh, that great city, and preach unto it the preaching that I bid thee.
In Jonah 3:4, we read what it was that God wanted the people of Nineveh to hear:

And Jonah began to enter into the city a day's journey, and he cried, and said, Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown.
Notice that God’s message was very definite concerning time.   The king of Nineveh understood it to be a warning that his city was about to be destroyed.   The king took it very seriously, as we know from his decree to the people of Nineveh.  In Jonah 3:9, we read the last part of that decree:

Who can tell if God will turn and repent, and turn away from his fierce anger, that we perish not?
It wasn’t just the king who was moved to repent by Jonah’s message; the men of Nineveh did too, as we read in Jonah 3:10:

And God saw their works, that they turned from their evil way; and God repented of the evil, that he had said that he would do unto them; and he did it not.
Jonah also expected something to happen on day 40.  In fact, he was mad that nothing did happen!  Jonah 4:1 tells us:

But it displeased Jonah exceedingly, and he was very angry.
Even though Jonah apparently had no love for the people of Nineveh, he was still one of God’s children.  We know this because the Lord Jesus called him a prophet, as we read in Matthew 12:39:

But he answered and said unto them, An evil and adulterous generation seeketh after a sign; and there shall no sign be given to it, but the sign of the prophet Jonas:
We also know that some people of Nineveh were saved, based on what the Lord Jesus said in Matthew 12:41:

The men of Nineveh shall rise in judgment with this generation, and shall condemn it: because they repented at the preaching of Jonas; and, behold, a greater than Jonas is here.

Here’s the point.  Jonah and the men of Nineveh were God’s elect, yet God led them to believe that He would destroy Nineveh. 

Did God know that He wasn’t going to destroy Nineveh before the men of Nineveh turned from their evil ways?  Of course He did!  God knew this even before Jonah arrived in Nineveh.  Nevertheless, God gave the people of Nineveh a specific date and led them to think that they would be destroyed on that date.  

God used that occasion to save many people in Nineveh.  Jonah’s message could have been entirely different, and God still could have used it to save those people; but God chose to let them think that they would be destroyed on the fortieth day.

We find something similar in Abraham’s life, even though the circumstances are completely different.  In Genesis 18, we read that the Lord appeared to Abraham in the form of three men.  Genesis 18:1-2 tells us:

And the LORD appeared unto him in the plains of Mamre: and he sat in the tent door in the heat of the day;   And he lift up his eyes and looked, and, lo, three men stood by him: and when he saw them , he ran to meet them from the tent door, and bowed himself toward the ground,
At that time, God told Abraham that his wife Sarah would have a son (Genesis 18:10) even though she was advanced in years (Genesis 18:11).  Before leaving Abraham, God revealed something else to him.  Genesis 18:16-17 states:

And the men rose up from thence, and looked toward Sodom: and Abraham went with them to bring them on the way.   And the LORD said, Shall I hide from Abraham that thing which I do;  

The Lord then went on to tell Abraham about Sodom and Gomorrah, as we read in Genesis 18:20-21:

And the LORD said, Because the cry of Sodom and Gomorrah is great, and because their sin is very grievous;  I will go down now, and see whether they have done altogether according to the cry of it, which is come unto me; and if not, I will know.   

Abraham knew what that meant, and he boldly spoke to the Lord.  Genesis 18:22-23 states:

And the men turned their faces from thence, and went toward Sodom: but Abraham stood yet before the LORD.  And Abraham drew near, and said, Wilt thou also destroy the righteous with the wicked?  

In several verses following these, we find Abraham trying to convince the Lord to spare the cities if a minimum number of righteous people could be found there.  Beginning at fifty persons as the number for which God would spare the cities, Abraham finally secures from God a promise that the cities would not be destroyed if only ten righteous people can be found there. 

After the Lord leaves Abraham (Genesis 18:33), the next thing we read is Genesis 19:1, telling about the arrival of two angels at Sodom:

And the LORD went his way, as soon as he had left communing with Abraham: and Abraham returned unto his place.  And there came two angels to Sodom at even; and Lot sat in the gate of Sodom: and Lot seeing them rose up to meet them; and he bowed himself with his face toward the ground;
We know what happened to Sodom and Gomorrah; and we know that Abraham also knew what happened because of what we read in Genesis 19:27-28:

And Abraham gat up early in the morning to the place where he stood before the LORD: And he looked toward Sodom and Gomorrah, and toward all the land of the plain, and beheld, and, lo, the smoke of the country went up as the smoke of a furnace.
God told Abraham that He wouldn’t destroy the cities for the sake of ten righteous people (Genesis 18:32).  We can be sure that there weren’t even that many there, since God did destroy the cities.  Nevertheless, Abraham must have hoped that God would find at least ten righteous people there so that the lives of all would be spared. 

Because God knows the end of a matter from its beginning (Isaiah 46:10), we know that He had decided to destroy Sodom and Gomorrah even before speaking with Abraham; yet God let Abraham believe there was still hope that the cities would be spared.  

God apparently allowed Abraham to know the timing of the event very precisely (see Genesis 18:17, 18:33, 19:1, and 19:27-28); but He did not allow Abraham to know that the cities would be destroyed no matter what Abraham said or did.  God could have told Abraham not to speak of the matter because the decision to destroy Sodom and Gomorrah had already been made.  Instead, He patiently listened to Abraham trying to negotiate for the doomed cities to be spared.

When we consider the accounts of Jonah in Nineveh, and Abraham asking for God’s mercy on Sodom and Gomorrah, we can see a similarity with our own situation.  In each case, God revealed information that caused His people to be watching for Him to act on a specific day; but in neither case did God reveal complete information about His plan for that day.  

The many proofs for the timeline’s correctness force us to conclude that God wanted us to know that May 21 and October 21 were important dates in His plan.  However, God gave us only a partial understanding of the significance of those days.

Revisiting the Question: Can We Know the Date of the Lord’s Return?
Since our understanding about the significance of October 21 was not complete, we must recognize the need to reconsider certain verses and topics that we believed we had understood correctly.  One major area concerns the question of whether or not anyone can know the date of the Lord’s return.  

The thinking of many church members on this question is well known: they simply refer you to Mark 13:32:  

But of that day and that hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels which are in heaven, neither the Son, but the Father.

They believe that this verse and some others found in the Gospels eliminate the possibility that man can ever know when the Lord will return.  However, when we think about the verses that seem to tell us we can’t know the date and compare them with other information from the Bible, we realize that this is not a simple matter.  

For one thing, we know that “the Son” of Mark 13:32 cannot be the Lord Jesus because the Lord Jesus is God.  He knows when He will return.  He told the apostle Philip “he that hath seen me hath seen the Father” (John 14:9).  

Also, we need to realize that the original Greek language that God used to write the New Testament did not capitalize the “S” in the word “Son.”  The translators did that because they assumed the verse included a reference to the Lord Jesus; but this was an incorrect assumption. 

The word “son” in Mark 13:32 cannot be referring to the Lord and must be referring to someone else – and that is most likely Satan!  Yes, Satan is also called a “son” in the Bible (see 2 Thessalonians 2:3).    

Here’s another thought about Mark 13:32.  Even though it was true that no man had knowledge of the timing of God’s plan when the Lord made that statement, the verse does not say no one would ever know the timing of the final days.  

The situation is similar to what we learn about the possibility of a person becoming righteous.  On the one hand, we read that no one is righteous – as in Romans 3:10:

As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one:  

But on the other hand, we read many verses about those who are righteous: for example, James 5:16:

Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be healed. The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.  

Another such verse is 1 Peter 3:12:

For the eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, and his ears are open unto their prayers: but the face of the Lord is against them that do evil.
It’s the same Greek word translated as “righteous” in each of these three verses.  The point is this: just as God can make a person righteous by saving him, God can also reveal information about the timing of His salvation plan.  In fact, from Daniel 12 we knew that the Lord would reveal new information about the timing of His plan as it neared its end.  


That chapter of the book of Daniel has some verses that are essential for an understanding of the timeline.  Notice that in Daniel 12:6-7, there is a reference to time.  In Daniel 12:8, Daniel asks for help to understand what he has heard; but he’s told that the words are “closed up and sealed till the time of the end” (Daniel 12:9).  In the next verse, we learn that “the wise shall understand.”  This is an indication that the Lord would reveal information about the timing of end-time events.

There’s still more for us to consider.  While it is true that God tells us that no man can know the time of His return – which will be end of the world - He shows us examples of past occasions when He gave notice before bringing judgment.   For example, the Lord told Noah when the flood would begin (Genesis 7:4); and through the prophet Nathan, He told David that Bathsheba’s baby would die (1 Samuel 12:14-18).   We saw earlier that God spoke to Abraham about Sodom and Gomorrah before it was destroyed, and we can find other examples as well.   

In addition to examples of God giving notice before He brought judgment in the past, we also have scriptures indicating that He will inform His people before He acts.  One of those verses is Amos 3:7:    

Surely the Lord GOD will do nothing, but he revealeth his secret unto his servants the prophets.
A study of the Bible shows that the prophets are those people whom God has saved.  It’s not just some famous names we read about in the Bible – like Isaiah, Jeremiah and Daniel - who were prophets.  Prophets are also people who are living today.

Another important verse relating to this idea of knowing God’s timing is Ecclesiastes 8:5:

Whoso keepeth the commandment shall feel no evil thing: and a wise man's heart discerneth both time and judgment.
Here, God is telling us that a wise man’s heart will know both time and judgment.  A wise man is, of course, one of God’s elect.

There are yet other verses that were understood to mean that God’s people would know the day (such as 1 Thessalonians 5:4) and even the hour (Revelation 3:3) when He comes “as a thief” because they were watching (that is, studying the Bible).  We must now understand these verses to mean that, even though we won’t know the day or hour, the Lord won’t come as a thief in the night for His elect because He is coming to gather them to Himself – not to judge them. 

Before October 21, when we read examples of God warning people before He acted and considered those verses telling us that God would reveal His plans for judgment to His people, we had good reason to believe that God had revealed the date for His return; but here we are after October 21 and we still don’t know it.  How can we understand this?  

In this way: God has revealed information about the timing of His final judgment.  God led us to believe that we would understand the timing, and we have understood it – even though we don’t know its final date.  God gave us the timeline, and He directed us to October 21 as the date to be expecting His return.  

After seeing the timeline’s many proofs, we must conclude that we have understood it correctly and that we are now in the final stage of God’s salvation plan.  We might call this final stage a time of tarrying.  God has shown us that there would be such a time, but we didn’t realize that it applied to the period after October 21. 

The Lord is Tarrying

There is a Greek word that appears to be key in explaining where we are right now in God’s salvation plan.  That word is “chronizo,” Strong’s number G5549.  Twice it is translated as the word “delay,” twice as the word “tarry,” and once as “tarry so long.”  

We find that word used in the parable of the ten virgins, which is in Matthew 25:1-13.  In the parable, it is used in verse 5:

While the bridegroom tarried, they all slumbered and slept.   
We know that the Lord Jesus was speaking about Himself in the parable: He is the bridegroom.  According to the parable, the ten virgins went to meet the bridegroom (verse 1), but he tarried; that is, he didn’t arrive when they expected him to arrive.  Notice that: the virgins expected him to arrive at a particular time.

The parable definitely appears to be showing us that people would expect the Lord to return at a certain time, and that He would “tarry.”  Before May 21, it was possible to understand this tarrying to mean that the Lord might delay His coming by a matter of hours within a single day; or perhaps to understand the word “tarried” to apply in a different way.  Then after May 21 and before October 21, people could have understood the tarrying to mean the Lord would not come until October 21: He had been expected on May 21, but He was tarrying until October 21.  Now, in this period after October 21, we are forced to conclude that the tarrying of Matthew 25:5 is showing us that we cannot know when the Lord will return.  Until He does, He is tarrying. 

In Luke 12, we find another parable where the word “chronizo” is used.  (A very similar version of this parable is found in Matthew 24:45-51, and the word is used there too.)  Like the parable of the ten virgins, this is a parable concerning the second coming of the Lord Jesus.  Read Luke 12:45-46:

But and if that servant say in his heart, My lord delayeth his coming; and shall begin to beat the menservants and maidens, and to eat and drink, and to be drunken;  The lord of that servant will come in a day when he looketh not for him, and at an hour when he is not aware, and will cut him in sunder, and will appoint him his portion with the unbelievers. 

Here, the word “chronizo” is translated as “delayeth” or “delay.”  Notice that this servant expected his lord to come at a specific time; that’s why he said in his heart “My lord delayeth his coming.”  

Rather than remaining faithful to his lord, this evil servant begins to “beat the menservants and maidens, and to eat and drink, and to be drunken.”  This appears to picture someone who returns to false doctrine – such as someone who starts attending church again! 

Notice also Luke 12:47:

And that servant, which knew his lord's will, and prepared not himself, neither did according to his will, shall be beaten with many stripes.  

This shows that the time of additional punishment for some people will be when the Lord comes, not before.  It will be at the time of the Rapture, which will be a judgment against all the unsaved; but there will be additional punishment for members of local congregations of Christian churches, because they believe they are saved and they will then know that they are not.

The word “chronizo” also is used in Luke 1:21; but there it is used in connection with the priest Zacharias, who “tarried so long” in the temple because he had seen a vision.

The fifth and last verse where “chronizo” is used is Hebrews 10:37: 

For yet a little while, and he that shall come will come, and will not tarry.
From its context, we know this verse is talking about the Lord’s second coming; but it seems to be telling us the opposite of the other verses.  It tells us that he “will not tarry.”  However, notice that the first part of the verse is telling us that there will be a period of time – “a little while” – until the Lord does come.  Therefore, this verse doesn’t contradict the others.   So, when we read those parables about the bridegroom tarrying or the lord of the evil servant delaying his coming, we have good reason to understand that the Lord Jesus has shown us that He will “tarry.”   

We might think that this period of tarrying cannot last very long – that it will only be a little while until the Lord returns.  The problem is, a “little while” (as in Hebrews 10:37, above) with the Lord may not be what we think is a little while.

How Long Will It Be?

Besides Hebrews 10:37, there is another verse that may lead you to conclude that this period of tarrying won’t be long.  That verse is Habakkuk 2:3:

For the vision is yet for an appointed time, but at the end it shall speak, and not lie: though it tarry, wait for it; because it will surely come, it will not tarry.
What are we to make of this verse?  It reads “though it tarry, wait for it;” but then it tells us “it will not tarry.”  

You may have wondered if it’s ever really necessary to examine a verse in its original language.  Habakkuk 2:3 should convince you that there are times when that is the only way to understand.  

The first time we see the word tarry in Habakkuk 2:3 (“though it tarry”), it’s a translation of the Hebrew word “mahahh,” which is Strong’s number H4102.  It’s used nine times in the Bible, and it’s also translated as “linger,” “delayed,” or “stay.”  The alternate translations are consistent with the sense of “tarry;” so we can understand how the clause “wait for it” fits after “though it tarry.”

What about the second time the word “tarry” is used, at the end of the verse?  This “tarry” is translated from the Hebrew word ”achar,” Strong’s number H309.  It’s a completely different Hebrew word, and it’s used 17 times in the Bible.  Besides the verses with meanings that are similar to “tarry,” it has also been translated as “hinder,” “defer,” and “stayed there.”  

Now we have a way to understand this verse.   In it, God seems to be telling us to wait for the vision’s fulfillment if it tarries; it will surely come: when it’s time for it to happen, nothing will hinder it.   

Another Old Testament verse where we find the verb “tarry” used in our King James Version of the Bible is 1 Samuel 13:8:

And he tarried seven days, according to the set time that Samuel had appointed: but Samuel came not to Gilgal; and the people were scattered from him.
Here, we learn that King Saul waited seven days for the prophet Samuel to come to him.  That was how long he was supposed to wait; but he was also supposed to wait until Samuel arrived.  

Saul didn’t wait long enough, and he took it on himself to offer the sacrifice that Samuel was supposed to offer.  This was sin for Saul, and Samuel told him of its consequence: “But now thy kingdom shall not continue” (1 Samuel 13:13-14).  

This account of Saul and Samuel doesn’t appear to help us understand how much of a delay there may be until the Lord appears, but it does illustrate that only those who have been saved will remain faithful to the end.

In seeking to understand how long this period of the Lord’s tarrying may be, we should also consider some things we have learned from the timeline.  First of all, recall what the Lord said about the fig tree in Mark 13:28:  

Now learn a parable of the fig tree; When her branch is yet tender, and putteth forth leaves, ye know that summer is near:  
This verse is set in the context of a discourse about the end of the world (see Mark 13:24-27).  We know that the fig tree represents national Israel, and that Israel was reborn in 1948.  For almost 1900 years, there had been no nation of Israel.  Then, in 1948, the new nation of Israel came into existence.  In other words, the fig tree was again in leaf.

This was a sign from the Lord that “summer is near.”  The Greek word translated as “near” in this verse (“eggys,” Strong’s number G1451) has the meaning that the event – in this case, summer - will soon come to pass.  We know that summer is associated with a time of harvest, and we learned from the timeline that the great harvest of souls consists of those who were saved after the latter rain; but the latter rain didn’t begin until 1994.  That was fully 46 years after the sign of the fig tree; yet the Lord uses a word meaning “near” to describe the time between the two events.   

Now notice Mark 13:29, where we read:

So ye in like manner, when ye shall see these things come to pass, know that it is nigh, even at the doors.
The words “these things” in this verse include the great tribulation, which the Lord mentions a few verses earlier.  The thing that is “nigh” or near is the Lord’s return, which is set to happen after the great tribulation.   Also, in this verse we find the same Greek word used for “nigh” as was used for the word “near” in the preceding verse.  But there the word is describing a time interval of more than 46 years.  Based solely on these verses, we might conclude that the Lord is telling us His return is near - but we might have to wait about 46 years for it!   

Here’s something else we can understand from the timeline concerning the possible duration for this time of tarrying.  Earlier, we saw that there is Biblical support for us to understand that God’s people would understand the timing of His salvation plan.  As the warning about May 21 went out to the world, God’s people also heard about that date and most likely heard about October 21 as well; in fact, God could have used that warning to save many of those He had decided to save (see Matthew 24:14, Revelation 7:9, 14).  When people heard that the day of judgment (Matthew 12:36 and other verses) was coming, they were hearing God’s words; and we know that God uses His words to save people.

We need to realize that not everyone has access to newspapers, the Internet and other mass media.  Many people are poor and living in isolated areas of the globe, so that only a massive and sustained effort to spread a warning is able to reach them.  The effort to warn the world about Judgment Day was such an effort – it was massive and sustained.  For a while it even included individual missionaries traveling into remote areas.  The warnings continued for over three years.  (“We Are Almost There!” by Mr. Camping, which explains how the timeline’s final two dates were determined, first appeared in February 2008).

Based on this fact, we must realize that any new date that is offered as the date for the Lord’s return cannot be widely known unless it is at least a couple of years into the future.  It would also have to be well accepted among many of God’s people so that they could publicize it.   The date would most likely have to be much more than three years into the future because the effort and expense of duplicating the previous campaign prohibit it from being repeated for several years.

Someone might say that God could let His people all over the world learn the date on their own, without having to hear it from someone else.  Yes, that is true.  But as we study the Bible, we find that God doesn’t work that way.  He reveals His plans to men, who in turn announce them to other men.  Therefore, based on what we have learned from the timeline, we must conclude that even if the Lord does reveal a new date that somehow fits in with everything else we have learned, that date must be at least a few years from now in order for God’s people to hear about it – wherever they may be. 

What About The Five Months of Revelation 9?

As we reconsider certain verses against our understanding of the timeline, we find that the Bible mentions a period of time that is especially relevant to us today.  That is the five months of Revelation 9 (see Revelation 9:5 and 9:10).

When the May 21 and October 21 dates were discovered, it was soon noticed that the difference between them– five months– is a period of time we find described in the Bible in a way that fits right in with our understanding of the timeline.  Previously, we understood that period to represent the actual time from May 21 until the end of the world.   We must now understand it somewhat differently.  However, before looking at the five months of Revelation 9, we should consider some other time periods in the Bible.  

God uses numbers in different ways.  When a number is applied to a unit of time in the Bible, the verse might tell us how much time actually passed during that period.  This is the way we normally use numbers when we are talking about time today: for example, something had to cook for one hour, or we had to wait three days to receive a letter, etc.  In the Bible, however, numbers aren’t always used that way.  Sometimes they are used to suggest a spiritual idea.     

A very important number is found in Daniel 12:12:

Blessed is he that waiteth, and cometh to the thousand three hundred and five and thirty days.
For over two thousand years, theologians must have been wondering whether this number (1,335) could be understood literally or only spiritually.  However, when examining the timeline’s dates for major New Testament events, something really amazing can be seen.  

Here is how it works.  We know from the Gospels that the Lord died on the day of Passover, and we know from the book of Acts that the church age began on Pentecost.  These were annual feast days that the Lord commanded ancient Israel to observe.  By following these examples in which God timed major events to happen or begin on one of the feast days, and by using other Biblical clues, dates for the birth of the Lord (Luke 2:7) and His announcement as the Lamb of God (see John 1:29-37) were discovered.  

The first date of interest to us is the date when the Lord Jesus was announced as the Lamb of God and began His ministry: that occurred on September 26, 29 AD.  The second is the day the Holy Spirit was poured out to begin the church age: that was on May 22, 33 AD.   Incredibly, the difference between these two dates – counting inclusively and counting 32 AD as a leap year - is exactly 1,335 days.   

Now we can understand Daniel 12:12: it’s telling us about the Lord Jesus.  In order to stick to God’s plan, the Lord Jesus had to wait the entire time of His ministry, continuing after the Crucifixion and until Pentecost before He could send the Holy Spirit (John 16:7).  So the 1,335 days are to be understood literally.  Also, notice that this number serves as a major confirmation that we have correctly understood the dates for the early New Testament portion of the timeline.  

Another significant number is found in the first book of the Bible.  When we read the flood account in Genesis chapters 7 and 8, we find many different numbers telling us how many days or months elapsed from one event to another.  A comparison of Genesis 7:11 with Genesis 8:4 gives us a very important number.  Here is Genesis 7:11:

In the six hundredth year of Noah's life, in the second month, the seventeenth day of the month, the same day were all the fountains of the great deep broken up, and the windows of heaven were opened.
And here is Genesis 8:4:

And the ark rested in the seventh month, on the seventeenth day of the month, upon the mountains of Ararat.
The time from the day the flood began until the day the ark rested upon the mountains of Ararat was five months – the same number we find in Revelation 9.  We know that the five months until the ark rested are to be understood literally, because we are reading an actual historical account.  God is giving us details that are facts about a major event that happened about 7,000 years ago.  

We know from other verses (e.g., Matthew 24:37-39, and 2 Peter 3:5-8) that the flood account is relevant to our understanding of God’s end-time judgment on the world; but the five months from the time the flood began until the ark rested on the mountains are especially important.

Here’s why: what we see pictured at the beginning and end of those five months fits with our understanding of the timeline from May 21 to October 21.  People could have gotten into the ark until the Lord shut the door, and we understand May 21 to have been the end of God’s salvation plan.  On that date, He “shut the door,” so to speak.  Five months later, the ark rested on the mountains; and we understand that to be a picture of God’s people resting in Him on October 21.  

In Revelation 20, we find another example of a number that must be understood spiritually.  Revelation 20:2-3 tells us that Satan was bound and cast into the bottomless pit for a thousand years.   From the timeline, we know this happened at the time of the cross and that Satan remained bound until the church age ended in 1988.  That was a period of 1,955 years. Spiritually, the number 1,000 is like the number 10 or 100 - it represents completeness.  

Notice that the number 1,000 is really emphasized in Revelation 20; it’s used in each verse from verse 2 to verse 7 inclusive.  One might think that with such emphasis, God is telling us that this number is to be understood literally; yet the timeline indicates that this is strictly a spiritual number.  (The number is to be understood differently in verses 4 and 6, where it apparently represents eternity.)    

Now let’s look at those five months in Revelation 9.   In that chapter, we read about strange creatures called locusts; they appear after the fifth angel sounds his trumpet (see Revelation 9:1-3).  Based on a study of the seven seals and trumpets found in chapters 6 to 11 of Revelation, we find that we are in the time period following the sounding of the fifth trumpet.  We are waiting for the sixth and seventh trumpets to sound.  Those last two trumpets will apparently sound in quick succession and signal respectively the Rapture and the end of the world.  

Revelation 9:5 states a time duration for the locusts:

And to them it was given that they should not kill them, but that they should be tormented five months: and their torment was as the torment of a scorpion, when he striketh a man.
We understand the locusts to be a picture of God’s elect, and the five months of torment inflicted on the unsaved to signify the fact that the true Gospel can no longer save its hearers - because the day of salvation has passed.  

The five months of this verse helped us to identify the period of the locusts as the time between May 21 and October 21.  Therefore, in a sense it is a literal number because there are exactly five months between those two dates.  However, the five months can also be understood spiritually because the “time of the locusts” will continue until the Lord returns.  Spiritually, we know that the number five signifies atonement for sins.  For the elect, it brings salvation; but for the unsaved it means judgment.

It’s important to realize that the period of the locusts still pictures the time after May 21, even though we are more than five months beyond that date.  We know this is so by comparing the timeline’s dates with the visions associated with the seven seals and trumpets.  Such a comparison shows that the visions line up beautifully in chronological order.  The vision concerning the locusts (the fifth trumpet) appears exactly where we would expect it to appear.  Therefore, as long as the Lord tarries, the true Gospel will be a “torment” to the unsaved.  It can no longer save them. 

Anyone bringing the Gospel now should remember that the timeline reveals that both the church age and the day of salvation are over.  We can’t accept one of these truths without accepting the other; they are locked together by the timeline.   If we tell people otherwise, we are contradicting a great deal of Biblical evidence. 

What if this understanding about the end of salvation is incorrect, and God is actually still saving people?  What then?  God can use any of His words to save someone.  If an unsaved person hears the Gospel as it goes out to feed God’s sheep and if He wants to do so, God can save that person.  However, based on the evidence, if we bring a message that God is still saving people then we are bringing a false gospel.  

It’s Still The Time Of Feeding Sheep

Even though the Gospel can’t save anyone now, it must continue to go out to the world.  That’s because God wants the people He has saved to continue hearing His words.   We find support for this understanding in several places in the Bible.  One of these is in a parable we examined earlier.  That is the parable about two servants: one who was faithful, and one who wasn’t.  In Luke 12:42-43 we read:

And the Lord said, Who then is that faithful and wise steward, whom his lord shall make ruler over his household, to give them their portion of meat in due season?  Blessed is that servant, whom his lord when he cometh shall find so doing.
Notice what the faithful servant (“a wise steward”) is doing when his lord comes – he is giving his lord’s household “meat in due season.”  We know this work has to do with the Gospel; but it doesn’t appear to be a picture of spreading the Gospel to save people (e.g., sowing seed).  It appears to be a picture of feeding God’s sheep.     

We find the idea of feeding sheep stated plainly in John 21, where we read about a catch of 153 fish (John 21:11).  Like the five months of Revelation 9, the number 153 can be understood literally because it matches the exact number of days from May 21, 2011 to October 21, 2011; but it can also be understood spiritually.  Notice that it breaks down to 3 x 3 x 17.  We can understand the number to mean that it is God’s purpose (the number 3) to bring His elect to heaven (the number 17).  

The 153 days, like the five months of Revelation 9, appear to represent this period after October 21; it will continue until the Lord returns, and it’s associated with a time of feeding sheep.  In fact, it’s only a couple of verses after reading about the 153 fish that we read about the Lord telling the apostle Peter to feed His lambs, and then telling him twice to feed His sheep.

 What comes next in this chapter is very interesting, and it appears to be highly significant for our understanding of this period of time.  The Lord tells Peter that he too will die by crucifixion (John 21:18-19).   Then we read the following in John 21:20-22:  

Then Peter, turning about, seeth the disciple whom Jesus loved following; which also leaned on his breast at supper, and said, Lord, which is he that betrayeth thee?  Peter seeing him saith to Jesus, Lord, and what shall this man do?  Jesus saith unto him, If I will that he tarry till I come, what is that to thee? follow thou me.  
To understand how these verses may apply to us in this period after October 21, we must know that the disciple whom Jesus loved was actually Lazarus – not the apostle John.  (We know this from John 11:3.)   Lazarus had been sick and died from his illness (John 11:6 and 11:32), and was brought back to life by the Lord (John 11:42-43).  That’s why Peter wondered about Lazarus.  Lazarus was special – he had been raised from the dead!  Because of what the Lord had done for Lazarus, Peter apparently thought that Lazarus might not die again.    

Now notice what the Lord said about Lazarus: “If I will that he tarry till I come, what is that to thee? follow thou me.”  Although the Greek word translated here as “tarry” is a different word than the one used to describe the Lord’s tarrying, it conveys the idea that Lazarus would remain in the world or continue until the Lord returns.   Of course, this wasn’t a promise that Lazarus would live until then.  We know that Lazarus died many years ago.  So then, why did the Lord say that about Lazarus?   We know there must have been a reason.

Lazarus’ resurrection was a picture of what God does when He saves a person and gives him a new, resurrected soul.   We know that Lazarus was resurrected before the catch of 153 fish.  We also know that the picture of Peter bringing the catch to shore identifies with the end of salvation.  Now we can see how Lazarus’ situation can help us understand our own.  Just as the Lord is tarrying after the date He gave us, similarly the elect (represented by Lazarus) are tarrying or remaining as the time of feeding sheep (associated with the apostle Peter in John 21) continues until the Lord returns.  

The feeding of sheep will continue until the last day (also see Luke 19:13b and Hebrews 3:13); but feeding sheep means more than bringing the Gospel.  There are verses that may also be understood as commands to feed the sheep, even though they pertain to other activities.   For example, here is Galatians 6:2:

Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ.  
There is no time limit on this command, so it continues until the Lord returns.  Another applicable verse is 1 John 4:21:

And this commandment have we from him, That he who loveth God love his brother also.
Undoubtedly, there is now plenty of need among God’s people for love, help with burdens and every other way in which they may be fed as God’s sheep.  The year 2011 has been extremely difficult for many of them in several ways.  In some cases, mental and emotional stress resulting from the disappointments on May 21 and October 21 may have even caused or contributed to health problems among some of them.   

Going forward, we must be prepared to see the death of loved ones in whom there is no evidence of salvation.  We can also expect to find ourselves in an increasingly wicked world.  Satan was removed from his rule in the local congregations of Christian churches, but he will remain in the world until the last day.   Besides all this, God’s people now have the challenge of living in this world – perhaps for a very long time – without becoming involved in it in inappropriate ways.  Ministries that are trying to obey God’s command to feed the sheep will find plenty of relevant material in God’s word, even without using the Bible to predict a specific future date for the Lord’s return.      

Conclusion and a Suggestion
Is it possible that some day the Lord may reveal the exact date of His return?  Of course it is; but we won’t expect further revelations concerning time if we remember those parables we examined earlier.  In them, we read about servants - both the faithful and the faithless – who went forth to meet their lord and realized he was tarrying or delaying his return when he didn’t come.  They came to that conclusion because they expected their lord to return on a certain day.  Isn’t that a picture of our situation?  We expected our Lord to return on October 21, and must now accept the fact that He is “tarrying.”

 When we understand that we are in the timeline’s last stage, that the Lord is tarrying and that this will continue for an unknown period of time, then we see that God has revealed His entire plan to us already.  The Lord indicated that we would understand both time and judgment, and so we have. 

We have good reason to conclude that the timeline’s final date - October 21, 2011 – was the day when the Lord wanted us to be expecting His return.  If this understanding is correct, it means that any future searching in the Bible for a date will prove fruitless because the date is unknowable.  God even gave us a verse to tell us that there are some things He will not reveal.  In Revelation 10:4, we read:

And when the seven thunders had uttered their voices, I was about to write: and I heard a voice from heaven saying unto me, Seal up those things which the seven thunders uttered, and write them not.
Apparently, the actual date for His return is one of the things the Lord will not reveal.  Therefore, it would be more profitable for us to spend our time reading the Bible for guidance in making decisions, or for help during difficult times, or just for enjoyment.  We should not focus on any particular date, hoping that it will be the day.  Inevitably, based on many verses we have seen in this article, any future date that is proposed will lead to further disappointment for those who accept it. 

We have also seen that this time of tarrying may continue for years to come.  This means that many of us who thought we would soon be with the Lord must consider the possibility that we will face all the problems associated with old age, and may even die before the Lord returns.

In the near term, if the Lord continues to tarry beyond the final weeks of this winter, we will be faced with the sorrow of knowing that babies born from then on have no possibility of ever being saved.  This situation may continue for years.  We cannot claim that this argues against salvation having ended last May 21, because there is a precedent for that in the timeline.  We know that no one, or hardly anyone on earth, was saved from May 21 1988 until September 7, 1994.  Undoubtedly - as a result of war, famine, accident, disease, health problems or other causes - many children born during that time never lived beyond the date when the Lord resumed saving people.      

It also follows that there is now a need for long term planning in our lives.  It would be irresponsible to assume otherwise.  This means we must consider our own future needs and the needs of those for whom we are responsible.   If you think the world will end next week, you won’t agree to a medical operation for a health problem you may have; but if you realize you may still be suffering from that health problem ten years from now, you might want to consider having the operation.  And if you expect your fourteen-year old son will still be in high school when the world ends, you won’t be thinking about a college education for him; but if you admit the possibility that the Lord may tarry even beyond his lifetime, then his career becomes a consideration.  

There are undoubtedly many such situations now facing people who thought they were about to witness the end of the world.  To face them, we must all pray for wisdom.  We must plan for a long future, while at the same time realizing that the Lord may come very soon.  To help us remember this, it would be helpful to begin each day acknowledging it in prayer - a prayer that includes the thought that if it is the Lord’s perfect will, may today be the day He will return; but if not, may He keep us faithful and sustain us until He does. 

Here’s a suggestion for people who are proficient in managing one of those websites or Facebook groups devoted to posting scriptures and Bible studies relating to May 21 and October 21.  Taken together, there must be hundreds or even thousands of people who visit these sites and groups.  Why not consider creating a website or group devoted to helping them with their practical problems?  

People could post messages concerning their various needs and read suggestions that may benefit them.  For example, someone may write that he is willing to relocate to find a particular type of job, while someone else might be willing to take in a boarder for some additional income.  People could exchange ideas about job openings, car-pooling, products for sale, medical and health matters, etc.   A possible name for such a group is “Watching, Praying, Helping” or “While We Wait.”

As stated earlier, we may be waiting for the Lord’s return for a long time.  A verse to help guide us through this time is Micah 6:8:

He hath shewed thee, O man, what is good; and what doth the LORD require of thee, but to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God?
As long as we’re here, we need to keep walking with the Lord.  The destination of our walk is still the same.   It’s just that we didn’t arrive on October 21, as expected.  This walk will take a while longer.
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