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She Met the Gardener

By Robert Fitzpatrick

God can reveal truth to us in different ways as we read the Bible.  For example, He uses people, places, objects and even animals to represent ideas associated with His salvation plan.  We might find a certain truth in a statement God made to one of the prophets; but we may also find that truth spoken by someone inspired by the Holy Spirit.

You may find the same truth revealed in completely different parts of the Bible.  We can imagine why God has scattered truth around the Bible this way.  For one thing, it proves that it was actually God who wrote the Bible.  If you see the same truth in two different books of the Bible written hundreds of years apart – and this is often the case - then you know that only God could have written it.

Another reason for God to have written the Bible that way is to help us know we have learned a truth and to give us better understanding of it.  If you find the same idea more than once, you can be more confident that you have understood it correctly; and when you see it expressed in different ways, you get a better understanding of it.

There’s a third possible reason why God wrote the Bible that way.  Since the time it was completed near the end of the first century AD, the Bible has been translated into many different languages.  However, some translations took a very long time to complete.  In some countries, the first missionaries may have been able to complete just a small portion of the translation work.  Only many years later did some peoples have the complete Bible in their own language.  However, because of the way God has packed truth into scripture, it’s possible to understand a great deal of truth from only a small part of the Bible.  

God Uses Irony

One of the methods God uses to teach truth is very strange: it is irony.  What exactly is irony?  It’s defined in a couple of different ways.  This definition is from the Oxford American dictionary:

• the expression of one's meaning by using language that normally signifies the opposite, typically for humorous or emphatic effect: “Don't go overboard with the gratitude,” he rejoined with heavy irony.

• a state of affairs or an event that seems deliberately contrary to what one expects and is often amusing as a result: [with clause ] the irony is that I thought he could help me.

• (also dramatic or tragic irony) a literary technique, originally used in Greek tragedy, by which the full significance of a character's words or actions are clear to the audience or reader although unknown to the character.
Sometimes, God develops ironic situations at length.  For example, in the book of Esther we read about a wicked prince named Haman and his plot to destroy a Jew named Mordecai.  When the king asks Haman how to honor a man with whom he is pleased, Haman suggests several ways – all the while thinking that this is for himself.  However, Haman soon learns that it is Mordecai whom the king wants to honor, and Haman is ordered to take charge of the proceedings to honor the very man he hates (Esther 6:10).  Even more ironic is Haman’s execution on the gallows he had built to have Mordecai hanged (Esther 5:14). 

Another ironic situation is found in the book of Acts.  The apostle Peter had been put in prison (Acts 12:3-6), but the Lord released him (Acts 12:7-10).  As soon as Peter realizes what has happened, he goes to a house where the disciples are gathered together praying for him.  He starts knocking – and knocking - at the door.  So there is Peter, outside and unable to get into the prayer meeting where the disciples are praying for his release!  They did eventually open the door (Acts 12:16), but Peter didn’t go in.   Apparently, he thought all that knocking might have attracted attention so that it would no longer be safe for him to be there. 

The irony in these situations involving Haman and Peter is developed over several verses; but sometimes God uses irony with only a few words.  Something a person says may reveal a truth about which he or she is apparently unaware. 

Jesus As God

Then said the Jews unto him, Thou art not yet fifty years old, and hast thou seen Abraham?  Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Before Abraham was, I am.










John 8:57-58
The Bible reveals that Abraham lived more than 2,000 years before the Lord Jesus began His earthly ministry.  The religious leaders who argued with Jesus may not have known any of the correct dates for Abraham’s life as we now do; but they knew that no man who was their contemporary could have possibly seen Abraham.   That’s why they asked the Lord, “hast thou seen Abraham?”  

There is great irony in their question, because the Bible reveals that the Lord Jesus really did see Abraham face to face.   In fact, He saw Abraham more than once.  We read about one of those times in Genesis 14, when Abraham met the priest Melchizedek.   The entire account is in Genesis 14:18-20:   

And Melchizedek king of Salem brought forth bread and wine: and he was the priest of the most high God.  And he blessed him, and said, Blessed be Abram of the most high God, possessor of heaven and earth:  And blessed be the most high God, which hath delivered thine enemies into thy hand. And he gave him tithes of all.
We see from these verses that Abraham, whose name was originally Abram, gave tithes to Melchizedek.  The book of Hebrews reveals that this was actually the Lord Jesus.  In Hebrews 7:3-4, we read about Melchizedek:

Without father, without mother, without descent, having neither beginning of days, nor end of life; but made like unto the Son of God; abideth a priest continually.  Now consider how great this man was, unto whom even the patriarch Abraham gave the tenth of the spoils.
Only God has neither beginning of days nor end of life.  Also, we know from the book of Hebrews that the Lord Jesus is our high priest.  Hebrews 4:14-15 reveals that truth:

Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our profession.  For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.
Therefore, we find that the Bible reveals the Lord Jesus actually did see Abraham when He appeared as Melchizedek.  

We find another example of God using irony in the fourth Gospel, and it’s related to the example we have just seen.  In John 4, there is an account of the Lord’s conversation with a woman of Samaria at a well.  In John 4:12, we read the woman’s question to Him:

Art thou greater than our father Jacob, which gave us the well, and drank thereof himself, and his children, and his cattle?
How much greater is God than any man who has ever lived?  There is no comparison, of course; so there is great irony in this woman’s question.

The Blood that Saved

There’s a very interesting incident recorded in Acts chapter 5.  This occurred sometime after Pentecost in 33 AD, when many new believers were being added to the church (Acts 5:14).  The apostles had been teaching and performing many miracles of healing (Acts 5:16).  This angered the high priest (Acts 5:17-18), who had them arrested and imprisoned.  However, God released them (Acts 5:19-20) and told them to go to the temple and teach the people. 

When the apostles were discovered in the temple, the high priest had them brought before him.  He questioned them, as we read in Acts 5:28:  

Saying, Did not we straitly command you that ye should not teach in this name? and, behold, ye have filled Jerusalem with your doctrine, and intend to bring this man's blood upon us.

The high priest accused the apostles of intending “to bring this man’s blood upon us.”  The Bible has a number of verses providing some insight into what the high priest must have been thinking.  For instance, in Leviticus 20:9 we read:

For every one that curseth his father or his mother shall be surely put to death: he hath cursed his father or his mother; his blood shall be upon him.
Here, the idea is that someone who has committed a serious offense will suffer the penalty of having his own blood shed.  He will pay with his life, and his blood will be “upon him.”  We also find this idea in Joshua 2, where we read about Rahab hiding the men who went to spy out Jericho for Israel (Joshua 2:1).   They promised to save her and her family because she helped them.  In Joshua 2:19, we read:

And it shall be, that whosoever shall go out of the doors of thy house into the street, his blood shall be upon his head, and we will be guiltless: and whosoever shall be with thee in the house, his blood shall be on our head, if any hand be upon him.
The men tell Rahab that they will be guilty (“his blood shall be on our head”) if anyone in her family is killed when they are with in her house.  This is why the high priest said to the apostles “ye have filled Jerusalem with your doctrine, and intend to bring this man's blood upon us.”
When we remember some of the verses dealing with the shed blood of the Lord Jesus, we can understand this statement in a completely different way.  For example, in 1 John 1:7 we read:

But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.
The blood of Jesus Christ washes away sin, and that’s what happens when God saves someone.  We also read about this in Revelation 1:5:

And from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the first begotten of the dead, and the prince of the kings of the earth. Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood,  
Isn’t it ironic?  The apostles really did try to do exactly what the high priest accused them of trying to do.  He accused them of intending “to bring this man’s blood upon us.”  By preaching and telling everyone about the Lord Jesus, the apostles did want to bring His blood upon them - but not to harm them in any way.  It was in the hope that they may have been become saved.  

Pruning the Branches
We find the words “branch” and “branches” in many different verses in the Bible.  In both Old and New Testaments, several different words from the original languages are translated into those words.  God uses those words in many different ways, so their meanings can change completely from one verse to another.  For example, in Zechariah 6:12 the word “branch” is used as a reference to the Lord:

And speak unto him, saying, Thus speaketh the LORD of hosts, saying, Behold the man whose name is The BRANCH; and he shall grow up out of his place, and he shall build the temple of the LORD:
However, in many other verses it clearly refers to people God has saved.  For example, in Luke 13:18-19 we read:

Then said he, Unto what is the kingdom of God like? and whereunto shall I resemble it?  It is like a grain of mustard seed, which a man took, and cast into his garden; and it grew, and waxed a great tree; and the fowls of the air lodged in the branches of it.

These branches represent people in the kingdom of God, and it’s the same idea we find in John 15:1-2:

I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman.  Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away: and every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit.
A branch that does not bear fruit will be removed, just as someone who is a Christian in name only will not inherit eternal life.  He will be “taken away.”   On the other hand, the Lord tells us in this verse that He “purgeth” or prunes a branch that bears fruit.  What is this fruit?  We read about it in Galatians 5:22-23:

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith,  Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law.
Only those whom God has saved can bear fruit like this.  They are no longer under the penalty of the law – which is death – because God has saved them.  However, the Lord prunes these “branches” so that they “may bring forth more fruit.”

This brings us to something the Lord Jesus said to Mary Magdalene.  Mary had gone to the tomb early Sunday morning after the Lord had been crucified on Friday.  She discovered that the tomb was empty and ran back to tell the others (John 20:2).  She then returned to the tomb.  As she was standing there weeping, she saw a man whom she believed to be the gardener, as we read in John 20:15:

Jesus saith unto her, Woman, why weepest thou? whom seekest thou? She, supposing him to be the gardener, saith unto him, Sir, if thou have borne him hence, tell me where thou hast laid him, and I will take him away.    

It’s clear from this verse that Mary thought the man who spoke to her was the gardener responsible for taking care of the grounds around the tombs.  However, she soon realized that this was the risen Lord Jesus.  Yet there is irony here too.  

When we check the word translated as “gardener,” we find that it is Strong’s number G2780: “kepouros.”  This word is used only once in the Bible; but it’s based on G2779, “kepos,” which is found five times in the Bible and always translated as “garden.”   So it appears safe to say that, based on John 20:15, Mary definitely thought she met a gardener.  

Recall that in John 15:2, the Lord told us what the Father does: every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit.  If we had only this verse, we might think this work in a believer’s life involves only the Father, but it isn’t so easy as that.  We have other verses telling us something amazing.  In John 14:9, the Lord Jesus said: “he that hath seen me hath seen the Father.”  And in John 10:30, the Lord Jesus told the Jews:

I and my Father are one.      

We also find the Lord Jesus identified as the “everlasting Father” in this wonderful verse, Isaiah 9:6:

For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.

With these verses in mind, we can see the irony in what we read about Mary Magdalene meeting the Lord Jesus that Sunday morning.  In John 20:15, we read that she supposed “him to be the gardener.”  Now we see that she really did meet a gardener.  In fact, she met THE Gardener!

Conclusion
We’ve seen how God uses irony in several situations in the Bible.  God’s use of the word “gardener” in John 20:15 appears to be one of them.  It conveys the idea that God works in His “garden” among the elect (see also Song of Solomon 6:2).   

God compares His work in the lives of the elect to the process of pruning branches: He prunes a “branch” so that it may bring forth more fruit.  God also tells us about this work in other ways.  For example, in Hebrews 12:6 we read:

For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth.
The word translated as “chasteneth” is also found in Revelation 3:19:

As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be zealous therefore, and repent.

Here, God is telling us He chastens “As many as I love.”  In Proverbs 3:11-12, we also see the idea that chastening is associated with God’s love:   

My son, despise not the chastening of the LORD; neither be weary of his correction:  For whom the LORD loveth he correcteth; even as a father the son in whom he delighteth.
Clearly, those He loves are those who have become saved.   Salvation comes at some time during a person’s life.  That’s why the Lord Jesus told Nicodemus that it was necessary to be “born again.”  We find that in John 3:3:

Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.  

Only after being “born again” can someone be counted among those whom God loves.  However, after God has saved an individual – that is, after that person has been born again – then he or she will eventually be chastened.  That is a sobering thought, because it means God will intentionally send difficulties to every true believer at some time in his or her life.  This chastening can be mild, but it can also be a horrible experience - as it was for Job.

We may wonder why Job had to suffer so terribly, but we know that there is purpose in everything God does.  When we read Job 32:1-2, we see that even Job’s suffering fits with the idea of chastening for a purpose:     

So these three men ceased to answer Job, because he was righteous in his own eyes.  Then was kindled the wrath of Elihu the son of Barachel the Buzite, of the kindred of Ram: against Job was his wrath kindled, because he justified himself rather than God.
Most of God’s children will never suffer so much chastening as Job did; but whenever it comes, they can know that God loves them and has provided instructions to help them through that time, as we read in

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18:

Rejoice evermore.  In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you. Pray without ceasing. 
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